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BY THE 
SPANIARDS, 


Under the Command: of 


of the Town of ELV AS 
Now ENGLISHED. 
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Ezxnanpo de Soro.| 
Written in Portugueſe by a Gente? 


To which is Subjoyned Two Journeys of the 
preſent Emperour of CHIN 4 into Tartary 


in the Years 1682, and 168 3. 
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With ſome Diſcoveries made by the Spaniards 1n 
the Iſland of CALIFORNIA, inthe Year: WP, 
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THE 


1 REFACE 


T is not without reaſon that men 
admire thoſe firſt Conquerours; 
who boldly ventured theirLives to 

ke diſcover to us a New World ; and 

the Obligation that Mankind has to 
them upon that account, is acknowledg- 
ed on all hands. We owenoleſs, how- 
ever, to thoſe who have taken the pains 
to preſerve the memory of their, Con+ 

| queſts ; and without expoſing us to the - 

| fatigues and dangers, which thoſe great 

| men ſo bravely ſurmounted, make us by 

] their Writings reliſh that pure and unal- 

| layed pleaſure wherewith the firſt diſco- 
# very of things commonly tickles and flat- 
| ters the Imagination , no leſs. for their 

| Novelty than Renown. Now this be: 
| 1nga pleaſure mingled with a great deal 
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-of inſtruction , thee 647" IRR 
"Models men are to take ther meaſirel 1 
for the like Enterprizes, it muſt be gran{cn 
hey * the publigk-cannot baye too may 
Hiſtories of | Expeditions of that naſo 
Ttrre: \Fkis* is apparent enough by they 
many Relations af the Conqueſt of Perato 
and New-Spain,which have been. all geticth, 
ratly . - APP! roved of. abroad.: For accor- be 
ding to t diverſity of humours, menſe 
E $8 ES apd give, the publickh 
«bt view they have had of them. Some! e 
love Fights and Battels, and deſcribe themy 
very well in general ; others who areſs / 
plealed with the ſame ſubje&, apply} 
thetnſclves to the relation of ſingular} 
Actions: : One man makes it his bulineſs 
to write the Natural Hiſtory of the Plants] 
and Animals of a Country ; another a- te 
ain, the Cuſtoms and Inclinations of the {ic 
= SaDK In a,word, it may be ſaid þ: 
that this diverſity of humours produces tc 
different Relations, which ſerve recipro- gh 


cally a as Commentaries one for another 3 
and | 1 


The Preface, © 

rhknd from whence the Curious who read 
rexwich diſcretion , draw - the compleat 
anknowledge of the Hiſtory of a, Country 
mapr Nation. | The truth is, there are not 
Paſo. many Relations extant jof -Floridg 
thEwhich is the name the Spaniards. gave 
ertgo all that part of America, that lies to 
nethe Northward of Mexico or New-Spair, 
or-before the Engliſh and'other Nations fet- 
enfed Plantations there) as there is of Per 
ckand New-S pain : however, they are no 
nefleſs curious, eſpecially this|Relation now 
*Mmpubliſhed, which has the preference in 
ref pain not onely for its Rarity , but for 
ly] he Merit of its Author alſo. © As to. its 
arRarity, there was but ane Manuſcript of 
{sJtin Spain, which was taken out of the 
Library of the Duke of Seſſa to be prin- 
a» ted, and but few Copies of the Imprel- . 
1efion in any other Country beſides. It 
d hath the advantage to be an Original, and 
eS to come from the firſt hand, whereas 
- that of the Tuwca Garcillaſſo de Ia Vega, 

3 came abroad but ſince ; and how pom- 


d | Aa4 | _ pous 
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potk foeyer/it may appear in Lirngaigel co 
has 416” 'Sreater Authority than- the bardHe 
Ber of a private Trooper, and bylm: 
cohfequenit cannot be compared to this Jca 
{ine the Trooper who ſerved F ernandl ha 
ae Foto 1n'that Expedition 5 might fol th 
want of good intelligence have in manyſre 
things been miſtaken, as well as Garcil|w 
Taſſo, Yor wart! of "HATH and applica m 
tion. nd {VC 
The truth: of: chis ſeems more thay ba 
probable, ſeeing Garcillaſſo inthe begin hi 
ning'of his Florida, affirms confidently ta 
that Soto went thither accompanied with 
thirteen hundred men, whereas our Au4 
thor' ſays, and"that upon better ground 1 
thathe had bur ſix hundred 3, whereup4 
on'it is to be obſerved, chat. a Gentle4 
. mai; 'as he was, hath: commonly more! 
knowledge and'a greater reſpect for wW 
Truth, thin ia private Souldier, The! w 
Title of the Relation informs us, that! © 
our Author was a  Portngneſe Geritletnanl T 
of the Town of:Elvas, and that he ac) W 
| com-? 
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Ee [companied Soto in all that Expedition. 
IrdHe' is certainly one of thoſe' who are na- 
by {med in the ſecond Chapter , though he 
is $canmot be. particularly known ,- ſince he 
Uldkas been unwilling to *name or any 0- 
ol ther way diſtinguiſh himſelf fromthe 
nylreſt; arid that inſtance of | a - modeſty 
ill which is not to be found but amongſt 
:a4 men of the beſt breeding, 1s a very-good. 
| voucher for his ſincerity. It is very pro- 
| bable that his Birth and Quality made 


I þl him to- be admitted | into the moſt 1 ARpor- 


th the particular account he o1ves of them, 
u4 is ſufficient to confirm this Opinion. Te 
dJ 15not at all to be doubted then, but that 
p4 his Information was good; and 'they 
e4 who take the pains to examine his Book, 
re} will be convinced of it by his way of 
213. writing. His ſtile 3s natural, plain, and 
he? wichour any Ornaments, ſuch as the ſtile 
at; of a Diſcourle ought tro be , which hath 
in Truth onely for its object. He never 
C- wanders from his { fubje& into ulcleſs di- 


14 .-  _ 


grelſiogs, as Garcillaſſo de ls Vega Jork | 


Nature of the Country ; and its Inhabi-$ F afl 


' ſo muchexacnels and per{picuity , that} 


'T; The Preface, 


who ſeems to have had no a ſcoperpe 
but, 'to relate the Exploits of Gonſaled 
Sylveſter, whom, in a manner, he makes n 
the Heroe of his Romance ; and who,dv] 
nevertheleſs, is:not ſo much as named by 10 
our. Author. .Inſhort, he cngages no! 
farther in deſcriptions than is neceſſarytb 
tolluſtrate what is fit to be known ; andÞi: 
therefore. he hath referred to the end offio 
rhe Book, all that he ſays concerning theþu 


rants. | 
As to the Diſcovery, he traces 1t with] 


nothing can be compleater in irs kind ;Þfe 
nor 15 he leſs happy in his manner of do | 
fcribing to us the two Generals, Soto and | 
Moſcoſo , when it comes 1n his way 31 
wherein without giving himfelf the trou- 1 
ble of drawing their Pictures like an Aus- © 
thor of Romance, he paints them our * 


with fach lively touches, as viſibly ſhew | 


us the Qualities'of their Perſons and Incli- 
nations, | 


The Preface. 


h nations. He Jays open ſo plainly the 
reaſons that moved Soto to purſue that 
Expedition, contrary to the Opinions cf 
cesp!l that were with him, and the motives 
10,Wwhich obliged Moſcoſo to quit the deſign, 
byÞotwithſtanding the oppoſition he met 
nowith ; that the Judgment of the Au- 
rytbor is therein no lefs remarkable than 
ndÞis Integrity. So that this Hiſtory 1s 
ofhot then to be confidered barely as, a 
hefturious piece, but as a Work that may 
Mi-afford good inſtructions-for the condut 
bf thoſe who undertake the like Expedi- 
tions , and for the knowledge of the 
Countries that border upon, or may be 
;bfeful to the Engliſh Plantations on that 
Contment, which perhaps have never 


been heard of as yetby thole who onely 
' 3 Jnhabir the Coaſt, £4 
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"OF THE 


Contained 1n this BOO K. : 


Hap. I. The Birth of Don Fernando de Sotq 
(; and how he obtained the Government of Flol 
rida. | k 
Chap. II. Cabeſa de Vaca comes to the Court 
Spain with a Relation of Florida .: The Afſem$ 
-' bly held at Seville for the Conqueſt of that Couns 
try. | | 
Chap.1IEL- 7he Portugueſe go. to Seville, and from 
_ -thence to $7. Lucar. Captains are named for thi 
' Ships and Souldiers who were to make the Voyage 
Chap. IV. The General parts from Spain ; be ark 
 rives at the Canaries, and from thence at the Ang 
tiles. * 
Chap. V. Of the Inhabitants of the Town of St. Ja x 
_ and other Villages of the Iſland of Cuba : Cf thi 
quality of the ground, and the Fruits it produces. 
Ciap. VI. The Governor ſends his Wife and ShiplC 
4. 


3 


The: T ABLE. 
to the Havana , whither he with the reſt of his 


men go by by land. 
Chap. VII. Oar departure Fw the Havana , azd 
1 oxr arrival in Florida. 


a hap. VIIT. Of Zrcurſions made into the Country, 


'y 


i and how a C hriſtian was found, $who for a long, 
S time had been in the Indians hands. 
Chap. IX. Who that Chriſtian was ; how he went 
# znto Florida ; and what he told the General. 
O | hap. X. The General ſends the Ships to. Cuba : 
' 2 He leaves an hundred men at the Port of Ucita , 
3 andenters into the Countr 
Chap. XI. 7he General comes to Caliquen, and 
otol carries the Cacique thereof to Napetaca with 
lot him : The Indians are reſolved to take him from 
| him by force ; ; many are killed upon that occaſt= 
rf @ 07. 
ſemk hap. XII. The Governoar comes to Palache, be is 
Yold that there is a great deal of Gold farther up 
* zn the Country. 
Chap. XII. 7he Governour leaves Palache to go 
{ in ſearch of the Province of Yupaha , and what 
befel him in that Expedition. 
Chap. XIV. The Governour leaving the Provirce 
3 of Patofa, meets with a Deſart, where he aud al? 
« his mey were reduced toextream miſery. 
gd hap. XV. TheGovernour departs from Cutifachi- 
qui to 20 to Cola ; what oy to him during bis 
march. 
os j;(Chap. XVT. Fernando de Soto cream a great 
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The TABLE. 


danger in the Town of Acoſte by by prudence 
What hapned to him upon the way, and his arri 
"wal at Cola. - 
Chap. XVII. The Governour leaves Cola, ant go 
to Taſcaluca. 


«a $a 


Chap. XVIIE *7he Indians riſe againſt the Goverf 
nour, and what hapned upon it. . 
Chap. XIX. The Governour draws up his men ani 
enters Maville. | , 
Chap. XX. The Governour leaves Maville to go i) 
Chicafa ; what hapned to him in that Fourney. | 
Chap. XXI. 7he Indfans return zo attack the Spa” 
| « niards, and are beat off The Governour goethf 
to Alimamu, and the Indians 2# Arms expe 
bim on the way. | 
Chap. XXII. The Governour goes to Qnizquiz, and 1 
. then toRiogrande. = | 
Chap. XXII. The Governour goes from thence ti 
Caſqui, and from thence to Pacaha, where he finds j 
a te ountry different from te other part of Flo ; 
rida. | 
Chap. XXIV. 7he Cacique of Pacaha comes and 
offers his ſervice ; Caſqui withdraws, but comes 
again to excuſe himſelf : The Governour make\ : 
_ them friends. 1 
Chap. XXV. Soto goes 7» ſearch of the Province oF, 
Qnigate, from whence he. goes to Coligoa , anP © 
thence to Cayas. * v 
Chap. XXVI. *Zhe Governour goes to ſee the Prof 
vince of Tulla ; what hapned to him upon the: 
way. Chap! 


4 
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"7 
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The TABLE. ' 
hap. XXVII Zhe Governor goes from Tulla to 
Autiamque, where he ſpends the Winter-Quar- 


- Ter. 
hap. XXVIII.- Soto /eaves Autiamque and goes 
fto-Nilco, and from thence to Guachoya. - 
ap. XXIX. Which treats of the Meſſage the Gs- 
| wernour ſent to Quigaltan; of the Anſwer he re- 
 cezued, and of what hapned thereupon. | 
Chap. KXX. The Death of the General Don Fer- 
* nando de Soto: Louis Mnſcofo de d'Alvarado - 
| is choſendn bis place. 
& Chap. XXXI. The Governour Louis de Moſcoſo 
{A | eaves Guachoya, and goes to Chaguate, aud 
£0 from thence to Aguacay. | 
P*"Thap. XXXII. The. Governour goes from Aguacay 
.,þ fo Naguatex: What hapned to him. 
hap. XXXIII. 7he Cacique of Naguatex comes 
» of *9 wait on the. Governour: He parts from Na- 
PW) bb and arrives at Mondacao. 
Flo hap. KXXIV. Zhe Governour leaves Mondacao, 
7 and goes to Socatino and Guaſco. The Army. 
| marches through a deſart Country, and returns to 
1 Nilco, for fault of an Interpreter and Guide. 
Jhap. XXXV. 7he Army returns to Nilco, and a? 
: cn Veſſels are made to carry them out of 
g Florida. ; 
rods ap. XXXVI. Seven Brigantines are built : The 
y * Army departs from Minoya. 
ProfiaP: XXXVII. The Indians of Quigaltan _— 
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The TABLE. 


the Spaniards upon the River ; and the ſucceſs 0 
that Engagement. 
. Chap. XXX VIII. Of the headſtrongneſs of the In- 
. » Cians in purſuing us during our courſe in the Ri-| 
VEer. | | | 
Chap. XXXIX. The Fleet comes to the Sea i; whatY 
befel the Spaniards before they put out into it, and 
in the beginning of their Voyage. | : 
Chap. XL. A Storm diſperſes the Brigantines þ 
they joyn again at a rock or /ittle Iland, b 
Chap. XLI. The Spaniards arrive at the Town. oj; 


Panico. | 
Chap. XLII. 7he Spaniards go to Panico, and. # 
what manner the Inhabitants recerved them. | 
Chap. XLIII. Of the civil and generous manneii 
how we were treated by the Viceroy and Inhab4 
tants of Mexico. P 
Chap. XLIV. Of ſome ſingularities of Florida,. 0 
_ Fowl, and Beaſts which that Country prov 
UCES, | * 
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Þ*#* 2. line 22, read Officers. p. 23: l. 10. I. Danhuſco. ps 
L. 10. r. Narvaez. P. $0. 1. 10. r. Tupaha, P. 90: I. 14. thru 
P. 112. 1. ult. r. tell. p. 122. 1. 5. r. Pacaha. p. 151. | 23.7: 
was., P. 193-4. 26. their wo P. 225+ 1. 16, r. Mandarin, and b 
throughour. p. 227. | ult. r.By what. p- 242, 9. r. thirtieth ye 
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RELATION 


OF THE 
| Invaſion "— a og 


LORIDA. 


| _ CHAP. I. 
I he Birth of Don Fernando de Soto, and 
* how be obtained the Government of 


5 Florida. 


Aptain Fernando de Soto was the Son 
of an ordinary Gentleman of Xeres 
de Badajos , and went to the Indies 
that are ſubje& to the Crown or Ca- 

3 ſtile, when Pedrarias 4 Avila was 

governour of themi. All the Eſtate Soto then 

kd, was no more but a Sword and Backler ; 

þ B nevVer- 


an: 


2 Per ere = 


is ec, AI 4 
COS ne 
wm bd CEA TEA DEL SARI Reo V3... Cart 1 Dar ens 
_ . 


* x pt 


pe ws Fa; ox NO EIN (Pf. I r - SI CIT "0.; P _ th. | L as 
SY BAG I > ; gow © « PX don {ou og 18% L386 $34 , 20s "WS. F oe. 4 WY oy Re 1 
p Y p oX a Yo FE, #5 = A 2 HET SW FINE" os, - TT | 95 
7, I We} 
Y p x» a A F * IF 0 
Go o oy —— be _ - bs ? ' $ 7 nf | I 
" a» - ; - % 
, - Td i - $*% 
- my % «4, * Par - > ve®: * ans 4 p- . s 
b lab Ah ties SANDY re roars ee 262; 7 y i "285 : wn a 
apa maven Borges... DEL ; m_— 04/0209 ay 20 47» - "wats R_— -< "one; ſo. I Er rar, 
a Ws A Ae», = Wer 46 HODs aw he ct —- o , "—_—_ A - & 6 a _ - 6 —_ 
- Cn ada « Ade VAI Abi Echo not Sohn mig” 14006 _ A gan Os cn _ GI _s 4 room et . 
CON IS - = . " 4 — ax. _ - > IPL 
Crete. wo #4 het he © i 04 = _ In - ” WIR om —_ 
- OO EEE + 4; —_—— I Mao 4-4 na ng anti pemyn in 
: HR b. 


2 A Relationof the Tuvaſun 


nevertheleſs, his Merit and Valour obliged Pedra 
rias to give him the Command of a Troop off 
Horſe, and to ſend him with Ferdinand 0 
Francis Pizarre to the Conqueſt of Perw. - He ren. 
dred himſe}f very remarkable in that Expedition, 
not onely in the taking .of Azabakipa, King of 
Peru, but alfo of Cuſco, and in all occaſions Sferd 
Honour was to be gaitied. He got there alſo + 2 
great derbof Wealth, and had ſo. good-a ſhare inp; 
the Treafure'of 4tabalipa, that in a ſhort time$©« 
he made a hundred and fourſcore Crowns of Gold;&+ 
of the)piecgFthat fel] to his Divigenk, HeVrough ti 
thear ingo'Spain, where the Emperour took pax 
of them, which he payed with threefeore thoek 
ſand Reals,.to be raiſed out of the Cuſtoms of the 
Silks of Granada. The reſt was remitted him by! 
the Chamber' of Sevilfe, /eſtabliſhed for the pay-1 
ment of the Kings Duties, which they call La Caſas 
de contratation. Soto then pur himfelF into ma- 1 | 
gfficevit Fyuipage, and entertained a Steward,® [' 
a Majordomo, Pages, a Gentleman of the Horte,! | 
Lackeys, and all the other Offices of a. great} 
Lord. In this ſtate he-came to Court, accom- 
Panied with, ob d Anuſco. of Seville, Lowis Meſh 7 
coſo Abvarado,Nunho,To oyar,and Fohy Rodriguez Lok 
bilha: All theſe Gentlemen, CN John "Anuſcoi 
came with lim from Pers, where. they had got Wor 


( 


fourteen or fifteen thouſand Crowns " Gold aGox 


piece : They weremagnificent in Cloaths,Horſes,ra 


and Arms, becauſe Soto upon his firſt appearing ated 
Court | bt 
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ſraÞourt, reſolved to make himſelf be taken notice 
_ Opf by a ſamptuousexpence, though otherwiſe he 
Othad no inclination to Liberality. 'The Gentle- 
enMmen whom TI have named, attended him in all 
Dn,Slaces, beſides his Servants, and fome others who 
Olfpflowed his Fortune. At that time he made love 
rep Iſabella de Bodavilla , Daughter to Pedrarias 
a AvilaCount of Punho in Roſtro; and being 
Inmarried to her, the Emperour gave him the Go- 
Negernment of the Iſle of Cxba , with the Title of 
1d:General of Florida, and Marqueſs of the Lands 
a Which he might Conquer. + : 
A4rts | ' 
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; CHAP. Il. ey 
- Cabelſa de Vaca comes tothe Court of Spain, 
ial with a Relation of Florida. The-4/- 
rd, ſembly held at Seville,for the Conqueſt of 
le, that Conntry. 


© 070 being thus appoinred Governour and Ge- 
0) neral, a Gentleman named Cabeſa de Yaca, 
-o-@me from the Indies to the Court of Spain. He 
cold accompanied Narvaez in the Expedition of 
ot Forida, and gave an account of the loſs of that 
| ab overnour and of all his men, wlto were ſhip- 
esWrackt, he with three' others onely having eſca- 
atyed upon the Coaſts of New-Spain.  Cabeſa 
its | B 2 brought 
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red : But when ſome of his Relations, who had af 
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brought with him a relation of what he had ſeen] , 
in Florida, and it was written in ſuch a manner 
rhat in ſome places he faid, 7 have ſeen this, and 
more alſo, which I reſerve to be declared to his Mas 
jefty. He enlarged much upon the milery of! 
the Country, and the fatignes that he had endu-F 7 
deſign to go to the Indies, preſſed him 'to tell 
them, if he had found any Riches in Florida ; heÞ” 


-made them anſwer that he would not fatisfie them ' uy 


as to that, becauſe he reſolved to return into thatl | 
Country, with Orantes, one of his Companionsg, 
whom he had left behind in New-Spazin : That he 
was come on deſign to beg that Government ol 
the Emperour ; and that they had taken an Oath 
not to diſcover what they had ſeen , leſt thezl- 
ht be prevented in their deſign of obtaining $ 
that favour of his Majeſty: That made it bg, 
believed that Florida was one of the- richeſi 
Countries in the World. Fernando de Soto had 4 ſs: 
deſign to engageCabe/a with him,and offered hing 
conſiderable advantages ; but after their agree} 
ment made, they claſhed, upon account that Soft 
had refuſed him ſome money to buy a Ship with 
In the mean time, Balthazar de Gallegos , and Cc 
Chriſtopher d Eſpindola, Cabeſa's kinſmen , bein 
reſolved to go Sith Soto to Florida, one day prays ot 
ed their Copſin to adviſe them what they had 
beſt todo? to which he anſwered, that if he foll 
lowed not Soro, it was becauſe he was in hopes of , 
obtains 4 


H 


bo Zl 
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obtaining another Government , and that he 
ould notmarch under the Command ofanother: 
PA hat his intention was to have beg'd the Govern- 
| ent of Florida, but that Soto being already provi- 
®'Hed to it, the Oath he had taken hindredhim from 
Te {covering what they defir'd tolearnofhim.How- 
Ever, that he counſellcd them to fell their Eſtates 
hel and follow Soto, that they would have no cauſe to 
Fepent of the deſign. Atlength Cabeſa had Audi- 
\Jence of the Emperour, whom he fully informed of 
ſwhat had hapned in the Expedition of Narvaez ; 
Iſo that the Marqueſs 4 4/forga, who knew the 
Iparticulars of that Audience, If Pier to fend with 
{Soto his own Brother Don Antonzo Oſorio, who 
* "was accompanied with two kinſmen, Francis and 
xy Garcias Oſorio. Don Antonio diſpoſed of ſixty 
(Athouſand Reals a year which he had in Benefices, 
#and Francis Oſorio ſold a Mannor of which ſeveral 
ef *Gentlemen held : Having done fo, they went to 
in the General at Sevi/le, where he was, attended 
by Nunho, Touar, Louis Moſcoſo, and Fohn Rodri- 
. . Beues Lobilho, who had engaged for that Expedi- 
: Ne tion all the profit they had made in Peru. Moſ- 
It Rcoſo carried with him two Brothers alſo ; and that 
Company was encreaſed by the coming of Don 
.\ Carlos, who had married a Couſin of the Gover- 
4 'nours: He carried the Lady along with him ; 
: and his example brought from Badajos, Peter 
Calderano, with three of the Generals kinſmen, 
in] 7 Tinoco, Alonſo Romo, and Diego Tinsco. Soto 
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came to Elvas, where Andrew de Vaſconcelos bad 
occaſion to diſcourſe Moſcoſo. He prayed him thc 
ſpeak to Don Fernando de Soto, and to ſhew hinge: 
the Commiſſion he had from the Marqueſs of: 
Villareal, tor the Captains place of Cezta: Thgfit 
General having ſeen it, wrote to Vaſconcelos, that 
he might expect all favour from him, and that han 
would gtve him an honourable Employment i . 
Florida. ' So Vaſconcelos engaged to follow hi 
with Fernando Pegado, Antonio Martinez Seguradoma 
Row Pereyra, Fohn Cordeiro, $ tephen P —_ BenGa 
net and Alvaro Peruandez, all Portugueſe of th 
City of Elvas. This gave ſo much reputation t> 
the Enterprize , that a great many Gentlemen 
came to Seville from Sal; awanca, Jaen, Albuquer# 
gue, and other Towns of Spain; ſo that many hof 
neſt men, who had ſold their Eſtates in proſpe&Q 
of this Voyage, were left behind at St. Lucar; and 
the reaſon was , becauſe ſhips were wanting forl . 
tranſportation of men ; which are many times} 
wanting to go into Countries even whereof thay 
Riches is known. The Conferences that Cabejil 
had had with the Emperour, and other.Perſons off 
Quality produced'this effe&. - But though WY. 
endeavoured again to engage him into his InteWv: 
reſts by very advantageous offers, he {till refuſed 
them ; and at length obtained from the EmpeM&i 
rour the Government-of Rio de Plata, which yet! 
hindred not his two kinſmen E/pindola and GalleWP® 
gos, from ſticking to Sorb, Gallegos ſold his mou i 
es} 


: 4 
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hads, Vineyards, and Corn-land, beſides fourſcore 
ma td ten Acres of ground planted with Olive- 
lhunfees, in the Territory of Seville, He had the 
s ofparge of Serjeant-Major , and carried his Wife 
Tigith him. Many other Cavaliers of Quality fol- 
thal@wed Soro,and obtained confiderable Places from 
t hm, to thediſappointment of ſeveral Competitors 
t 1qþatiearneſtly'defired them. So Antonio Viedma 
1mead the Office of /rtendaxt , Fohn d' Anhuſco was 
adomade Comptroller, and Fohn Gaytan, Couſin to the 


BenGardinal of Cizuenca, Treaſurer. 


> Aber k 4 90 Go 
The Portugueſe go to Seville, and from 
q thence to St.Lucar. Captains are named 


and | 
ford for the Ships and Souldiers , who were 
ne to make the Voyage. | 
they . 

eſa 7 4ſconcelps, and the other Portugueſe Gentle- 


s off men, parted from Elvas the 15th of Fa- 
otftary, and arrived at Seville. on St. Sebaſtian's 
1teffve. Theſe Cavaliers went to the General's 
ſedodgings, and as they. entred his Court, Soto per- 
pe&ived them out of a Gallery where he was, and 
yetmmediately came down to receive them at the 
[lepot- of the ſtairs which led up ins that Gallery. 
ouWhen they were come up ,” he cauſed Chairs to 
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be ſet for them all : Then Yaſcoycelos told himfſey 
that he was come with theſe Portugueſe Gentlehmu 
men, to offer him their Company and Serviceta 
in the Voyage he had undertaken: For whicwe 
Soto thanked them, teſtifying a great deal of jo! 
and fatisfaCtion at their arrival, and for their obli 
ging Offers. Seeing the Cloath was already 
laid, he invited them to ſup with him ; and du 
ring Supper-time, he ordered his Steward to fingT }; 
out Lodgings for them near his own. The Ge 
vernour, with all thoſe who were to accompan 
him, went from Seville to St. Lucar , where bg 
reſolved to Muſter his Men. The Portugueſ 
appeared there in the Equipage of Souldiers, inf 
neat Armour, and the Caſtillians gallantly appa I 
relled in Doublets and Caſlocks of Silk pinckt anwe 
embroidered : But that unſeaſonable gallantryjon' 
did not pleaſe the General ; and therefore he apKSai 
pointed another review, where all ſffould appea3Po: 
in Armour. The Portugueſe appeared againfſet 
very well armed, and the General placed themflru 
_ near his Standard, carried by his Enſtgn, wherea@wi 
the Caſtillians for the moſt part had no more butyTr 
old ruſty Coats of Mail, and all Head-pieces wigtyfor 
Spears or naughty Lances. Some endeavouredgcal 
to paſs Muſter with the Portugueſe ; and as theyith: 
filed off, they were all reckoned one by one, ac-zan! 
cording as Soto had ordered, and ſet down in Fan 
Roll to the number of fix hundred men , whoJ 111: 


went with him to Florida. The General bought aft 
ſeventl 
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umBeven Ships well provided with all fort of Am- 
tlefmunition, and well Rigg'd: He named .the Ca- 
iceptains, and gave to each a Liſt of the men they 
ucFwere to take on Board. T 
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CHAP, KH. *:: 

a The General parts from S pain : : He arrives 
"| at the Canaries, and fron thence at the 
14 Antilles. 
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N the Month of April, 1538. the General af- 
- ſigned Ships to the Pace: Captains, who 1 
n@were to Command them : For himſelf he choſe ONS 
one that ' was newly built, and an excellent Uh 
p pSailer He gave another to Yaſconcelos for the 
aPortugueſe who had followed him. And fo they 
igſet Qil from the Road of St, Lucar, on St. Laza- 
nmgrus's Sunday-morning , in the Month of Aprz, 
ag with extream fatifaction of all the Fleet, ſound of 
uJTrumpets, and diſcharges of Artillery. After 
_four days ſailing with a fair Wind, they were be- 
:dcalmed, and met with Tides from the Levant, 
that hindred them for eight days from making 
o zany way ; at length the Wind fre{hned again, 
Wand they arrived at Gomere , one of the Canary 
of INands , on Palm-Sunday-Morning : fifteen days 
ut Jafter they ſer out from St. Lucar. The Lord of 
that 
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that Iſland, who bears the Title of Count , w: 
cloathed in white from head to foot, Hat, Cloak 
Doublet, Breeches, and Shooes ; ſo that he lgok 
like a Captain of Bohemians : He joyfully recei 
ved our General, and provided him with a verye 
good Lodging : All the Cavaliers of- the-Fleey 
were alſo very well received and lodged, and toi 
their Money, had what refreſhments they ſtood 
in need of, as Bread, Wine, Meat, and all that wag. 
wanting in the Equipage of the Ships. In fineg 
the Count gave ore of his natural Daughters t& 
Dona /ſabella the General's Lady, to ferve her ir i 
quality of a Waiting-Maid. Sunday following 
the Fleet parted from Gomere, having ſtaid thera 
zaſt eight days, and came to the Antilles on Whityv 
ſunday, where it entred the Port of St. Fago,. inf 
the Hand of Cuba. When the Governour camd 
on ſhoar, he found a handſomg Horſe richly fura 
niſhed, which a Gentleman of the Town had ſentþu 
him, with a Mule for Dona 7/abe/la, and all the 
Burghers, ſome on foot, ſome on horſe-back, who 
came to receive him at the Port. They waitediffe 
on him to his Lodgings, which were very com 
modious, where he was viſited * by all the chief 
Inhabitants, who came to offer him their Services. 
All the Officers and Souldiers were lodged, aand@ 
they who had a mind to go out of the Town,weremyp 
received and well treated in Country-Houlſes ,g 
where their Landlords did what lay in their powerjhe 


to provide all ſorts of refreſhment fos them. Wt 
CY CHAP.I 
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CHAP. V. 


FF the Inhabitants of the Town of St. Jago, 
8 and other Villages of the I land of Cuba : 
Of the quality of the ground, and the 
. 8 Fruits it produces. 
s tg He Town of St.Fago contains fourſcore large 
riff Houſes, commodious for Lodging,though 
10 Moſt part of them be - built: but of boards and 
er@atched ; ſome are built of {tone and lime, and 
bitwvered with tile. The Inhabitants have large 
_ Infardens, where there are. many Trees far difte- 
umggnt from thoſe of Spain; there are ſome that 
urgar Figs as big as ones fiſt, but bitter and unſa- 
eatþury. They have a Fruit there which they call 
the,anas, of the ſhape and bigneſs of a Pine-apple, 
/hafthich hath a very good taſte : In the fields there 
tedfſe other fruits of the ſame figure , but much big- 
Mer, that grow upon very low trees , or rather 
uelfgrabs , and reſemble thoſe other Fruits which 
e.ſgve a very pleaſant ſmell and agreeable taſte : 
ndEther Trees bear a fruit called Mamejas, of the 
erempneſs of. a Quince, which the Inhabitants pre- 
S ,& before all others. There are allo Gravers 
/erifere as big as Figs, and ſhaped like a Filbeard : 
. Wt the moſt extraordinary Tree they have, - a- 
| out 


£ 
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bout the height of aLance, with one ſingle ſtem! 


and no branches ; its leaves are of the length of; 

the head of a Pike, andits fruit of the figure and} 
bigneſs of a Cuctmber; they grow in cluſters} 
of twenty or thirty ata time ; according as thejj 
fruit ripens, the tree bends with it : Thus fruit is8 
called Bananas, has an excellent good taſte, andF 
ripens after it is gathered ; but thoſe that ripen on} 
the tree are the beſt, Theſe trees never bear; 
but once, for then they are cut down, and another! 
ſprouts from the ſtock, which the year following? 
yields fruit. There is alſo another kind of fruit? 
of great uſe for many of the Inhabitants, and eſpe-} 


? 
Fl 


grow alſo in the Terceras depending, on the King# 


oy 


cially for the Slaves, and theſe are Potato's, which 


| 
m1 
Wi 
dom of Portugal ; they grow in the Earth, -andF\* 
reſemble Cheſtnuts 1n taſte. The Rread of that! , 
Iſland is made of Roots allg, like to Porato's : The! 
Timber that grows irom thefe Roots, comes near? * 
to that of the Elder-tree, They make little beds" 
of Earth, and in each of them plant five or ſix? 
ſprigs ; the Roots whereof are not pluckr up till 
eighteen Months after. If any one. miſtaking; 
them for Potato's, which they reſemble, do but 3 
eat the leaſt bir of them, it will endanger his life 
and this experience made out upon a Souldiet 
who died upon the ſpot, though he had but hard-? 
Iy taſted of them. Theſe Roots are prepared by; 
raſping them ; and the raſpings being preiled anc c 
ſeparated from the juyce, which is mortal , anc 
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Hhath*a ſtrong ſmell, there remains a dry flour ; 
Tut the Bread that's made of it hath but very little 
aqFaſte, 'and far leſs ſubſtance. As to the fruits of 
Spain, they have Fig-trees, and Orange-trees, 
Awhich bear all the year round, becauſe of the heat, 
nd the fertility of the Soil. This Iſland breeds 
1 great many Horſes, and ſtore of Cattel, which 
mMmever want green graſs : It hath abundance of 
ows and wild Hogs alſo; fo that the Inhabi- 


Fruit of ſeveral forts, which grow wild in the 
Woods and Fields; infomuch, that Spanzards 
Sho have wandred in the Woods for a fort- 
Might together, becauſe of the different tracts 
Ewhich the wild Cows make in the Foreſts , 
Have had nothing to live on but theſe fruits, and 
She Marrow which grows in the heart of a kind 
of Paim-tree, that abound all over the Iſland, and 
bears no other fruit. The Iſland of Cuba is three 
hundred Leagues in length from Eaſt to Welt, 
Waod- thirty or forty in ſome places over from 
North to South: There are in it fix Towns of 
Chriſtian Habitations, St. Fago, Baracoa, Bayamo, 
8 rInces Port , the Holy Ghoſt , and the Hawvana ; 
-c.*Fach of theſe little Towns contain thirty or forty 
1-.Famuilies, but St. Jagoand the Havana , have at 
+ Jcaſt - threeſcore and ten or fourſcore houſes a 
piece: Every Town hath a Church, and a Prieſt 
#o Adminiſter the Sacraments; beſides, there is 
= Convent of Cordehiers at St.Fago, where though 
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Rants are in no want of meat for food; nor of # 
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there be but a few Friers, yet they have good 
ſtore of Charity , by reaſon of the riches of the 
Country ; nay, the Church of St. Fago hath alſo 
good Revenues, and is ſerved by a Curate, ſome 
Beneficiaries, and ſeveral Clerks, as being the Pa- 
riſh of rhe Capital Town. "There is a great deal 
of Gold in this Iſland, but few Slaves, becauſe ma- 
ny have hanged themſelves to be rid of the mi- 
ſeries that they were forced to ſuffterin the Mines. 
An Overſeer belonging to Yaſco Porcatho , who | 
was one' of the chief Inhabitants, knowing that | + 
the Z#ndians under his charge had reſolved to go >? 
hang themſelves, went and ſtaid for them at the 
Place where they intended to put this diſmal reſo- 
lution intoexecution,with a Rope 1n his hand ; he | 
told them that they muſt not imagine that any 
of their deſigns were hid from him , and thathe 
was come to hang himſelf with them, that he 
might torment them in the other world, an hun- 
dred times more thanhe had done in this. This f 
diſcourſe made them quit the. refoſution which 
they had taken; and came back with him ready 
todo whatever he ſhould command them. 
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CHAP. VE. 


The Governour ſends his Wife and Ships 
to the Havana, whither be with the reſt 
of þis men go by Land. 


| 
Rom St. Fago the Governour ſent his Couſin 


F| © Don Car/es,to wait on Dona /abella on ſhip-. 


board, to the Havana, which is a Port at the head 
of the Iſland on the North-Weft-ſide; diſtant from 
t. Fago an hundred and fourſcore Leagues : As 
for himſelf, having bought Horſes, as all the reſt 
of his company did, he reſolved to go by Land. 
he firſt habitation they found was Bayame, 
here his men were well received, and lodged. . 
our and four, or fix and fix together, according 


as they had aſſociated themſelves : They-had all 


barges born, except for the Maiz which they gave 
heir Horſes; and that alſo, becauſe Soto in vi- 
iting that Country, impoſed ſome Duties upon 


| the Tribute and Services which they drew from 
the Indians. Bayamo is twenty five Leagues from 


t. Fago, and near it runs a great River called 
anto, larger than the Guadiana ; it feeds great 
nd furious Crocodiles, that ſometime carry away 
e Irdians that venture to foard it over : Theſe 
re the moſt dangerous Animals of the —_ 
or 
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- for it breeds neither Wolves, Foxes, Bears, Lyons, | 
nor Tygers. Thereare indeed wild Dogs there 
which run away fromthe Houſes into the Woods, 
where they live upon wild Hogs. There are 
Snakes alſo bigger than a mans thigh , but very 
unwildy and harmleſs. From Bayamo to Princes 
Port, they reckon fifty Leagues of way cleared 
with a great deal of labour and care; and which 
when it is not kept clear, fills 10 full of buſhes, 
that no tract appears ; ſo that it is impoſlible to 
travel it without Zzdiax guides , becauſe of the 
paths which the Cows make in ſeveral parts.| 
The Governour took a Canoe at Princes Port to 
go by Sea to the habitation of Yaſco Porcalho, | 
and to learn news of his Wife, who at that time 
was-in extream danger, (as was found afterwards) 
for her Ships were ſcattered in a furious Storm, ſo 
that two of them were driven in fight of the 
Coaſt of Florida, and all put into great ſtreights 
for want of freſh water and proviſions. When 
the ſtorm was over, they gathered together a- 
gain, and made Cape St. Antonio in a place of the 
Ifland of Cuba, which was not at all peopled : 
There they took in freſh water , and after forty 
days failing from the time they ſer out trom St. 
Fago, they arrived at the Havana : The Gover- 
nour had intelligence of it, and immediately par- 
ted to go meet his Wife : They whom he left tc 
the number of an hundred and fifty Horſe , di- 


vided themſelves into two bodies,that they might 
not 
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not incommode the Inhabitants of the Iſland by 
Quartering. Their way was by the Z7ely Ghoſt, 
about ſixty Leagues from Princes Port, and their 
Proviſion was the Caſſadoe-bread that T mentio- 
ned, which diſſolves in Broath ſo ſoon as it is put 
into it.So many of that Troop were reduced to eat 
fleſh without bread. They had Dogs with them 
and an Huntſman of the Iſland ; and when they 
came at night to their Quarters, they killed wild 
Hogs, proportionably to the number of men ; 


| for they had no want of Hogs and Cows during 


the whole march ; but they- were hortibly tor- 
mented with Muskettoes, eſpecially in a Mariſh 


_ which they call Za Cenega do Pia : They ſpent 


from noon till night in paſſing that Mariſh with 
a great deal of pains; tor it was at leaſt half a 
League in length, and a good Bow-ſhot over, 
which was to be paſt ſwimming. In the reſt 
there was water up to the middle, and mud to 
the knees ; but the ground was ſo peſtercd with 
brambles and buſhes which tore the feet, that 
neither boots nor ſhooes could hold ont whole 
one half of the way. The Baggage and Saddles 
were conveyed over on rafts made of the bark of 
Palm-trees : . Theſe fatigues were encreafed by 
the perſecution of the Muskettoes, who riſing in 
all parts of rhe Mariſh, fell upon the men that 


| were {tript ; and foſoon as they bad prick'd in 
1 any place, a great knob preſently ſwelled up 


with an intolerable itching';; immediately the 
S; hand 
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hand went to the place, and ſcratched at ſo prodi- 
gi0us 4 rate, that the bloud trickled down arms | 
and legs like a little brook ; ſo the whole night 
was ſpent without any repoſe, which hapned alſo 
in other places. From thence they went to the 
Holy Ghoſt, which is a little Town ſtanding upon || 
2 Rivulet, containing about thirty Houſes : It is 
a very pleaſant and fertile place, abounding in 
Fruits both in thoſe of the Country , and 1n ex- 
cellent Oranges and Citrons. One half of the 
Governours Cavaliers lodged there, and the other 
advanced as far as the Trinity , which is another 
little Town twenty Leagues from this: in it 
there is an Hoſpital, the fole that's to be found in 
the Iſland ; and that habitation is faid to have 
been the beſt peopled of any in thoſe quarters, 
and that before the Chriſtians ſetled there, a ſhip 
which failed along the Coaſt, left a man very ſick 
on ſhoar, who had earneſtly beg'd of the Captain 
to dohim that kindneſs: The fick perfon lying 
there, was found by the /ndians, who carried him 
away, and took fo great care of him that he re- 
covered, and married a Daughter of the Captain 
of theſe Indians. He was in War with all his 
Neighbours, whom he overcome by the skill and 
valour of that Chriſtian, ſo that he became very 
powerful. Long after Diego Velaſquez undertook 
the Conqueſt of that Iſland, from whence he went 
upon the diſcovery of New-Spain, after he had re- 


duced under his Obedience all the Indians of | . 
Cuba, ; 
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| Cuba, by the aſſiſtance of that man who had a 


great deal of authority over them. There re- 
mains threeſcore Leagues from the 77iniry to the 
Havana, and no habitation to be tound in all the 
way ; at length ail the Cavaliers arrived in this 


- Town, wherethey found Fernando de Soto , and 


the reſt who came from Spain with him ; from 
that place he ſent Danhaſco and fifty men, ina 
Caravel,and two Brigantines,to find out a Port. on 
the Coaſt of Florida;who brought back with him 


two Iadians whom he took on that Coaſt. This 


exceedingly rejoyced the Governour , not onely 
becauſe theſe Zndjans were to ſerve for Guides 
and Interpreters, but alſo becauſe by their ſigns 
they had given to underſtand, that there was a 
great deal of Gold in that Country : All theFleet 
ſhared in his joy, and thought the hoifr of depar- 
ture would never come, fo fully were they pof- 
ſeſſed that Florida was the richeſt Country as yet 
diſcovered in the adzes. 
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CHAP. VII 


Our departure from the Havana , and ous 
arrival in Florida, 


j——_ our departure from the Port of: the'Ha- 


vana, the Governour gaveto YVaſce — 
C2 ae 
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de Figneroa the charge of Captain-General, which ] 
he had granted to Nuno de Touar. He preferred 


Paſco to that Office to reward him. for the care 


he had taken in providing the Fleet with all | 
things neceſſary ; and he deprived Nuxo of it, | 


becauſe of an intrigue of love which he had ma- |} 


naged with the Daughter of the Count of Gomere, | 
Waiting-maid to Dona ſabella. Nuno durſt not |} 


ſhew any reſentment for the loſs of his place ; on 


the contrary, ſeeing he thought it beſt to enter- | 
tain the Governours favour , and that'the Maid | 


was with Child, he married her, and went with 


Soto into Florida, The Governour left Dona 1ſa- | 
bella at the Havgna, accompanied by the Wife of | 


Don Carlos, and the Wives of Gallegos and Touar ; 


and appointed for his Lieutenant in the Iſland, a | 
' Gentleman of the Havana, called Fohy de Roias « | 
Having fo ordered all matters, the General par- 


ted from the Zavana with his Fleet , conſiſting 
of five Ships, two Caravels, and two Brigantines, 


on Sunday the Eighteenth of May, 1539. The | 
weather: being very fair, and the wind in poop, | 
we diſcovered the Coaſt of -Florida on Whitſunday | 
the five and twentieth day of May, and came to | 
an Anchor within a League of the ſhoar, becauſe }? . 
of the banks. Five days after the General put on } . 
ſhoar two hundred and thirteen Horſe which he * 
had, to the .cnd that the Ships being lightned,they : 
might draw leſs water. This deſcent was made * 
within two Leagues of the habitation of an 7:dzar | 
Lord, * 
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h 4 Lord, named Zcita; then all the Army landed, 
d Þ and none remained on board but the Seamen, 
e | who advancing {till by little and little with the 
| | Tides, came at length, in eight days time, to an 
t, Anchor near the habitation of the /rxdians. So 
z= | ſoon as the Souldiers landed , they entrench- 
e, | ed themſelves on the Sea-ſhore-, near the Bay 
"t | that adjoyned the Village. After that, the Ca- 
n | ptain General Yaſco Porcalho took ſeven horſe- 
r- | men togo anddiſcover the ground farther in a- 
id | bout half a League from the Camp ; they met 
th 3 fix /rdians, who ſtood upon their defence with 
a- || their Arrows, whichare the Weapons they make 
of | uſe of in fighting ; but the Horſe-men ruſhin 

r.; | upon them, killed two, and the other four ens 
a | themſelves to flight into a Mariſh full of buſhes, 
s - | where the Horſes wearied, and, in a manner, ſea- 
r- | ſick, ſtuck and tell down with their Riders. The 
1g # night following the General with an hundred 
es, | men in the Brigantines, attacked a er reaper 
he | he found abandoned, becauſe the Indzans had 
p, | diſcovered the Chriſtians ſo ſoon as they appear- 
ay | ed upon the Coaſt, and had given the ſignal all 
to | over by fires and thick ſmoak.. At break of day, 
1ſe * Louis de Moſcoſo Camp-Maſter-General, drew the 
: Army up in Battalia, and formed tkem into three 
” bodies, the Van-guard, Main body, and Reer- 
: guard, aſligning a Squadron of Horſe to every 


! body. In this Order we marched that whole 
| day and the next, and fetching a great compaſs 
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about the Mariſh which made that Bay, we came 
to the habitation of 7ciza on 7rinity-Sunday the 
firſt of Fane : that Village conſiſted of ſeven or . | 
eight Houſes ; the Lords Houſe was near the 
ſhoar, upon an eminence made purpoſely to ferve 
tor a Fortreſs; the Temple was at the other 
end of the Village, where, over the entry-door 
there was a wooden-fowt with the eyes gilt ; and 
ſome Pearls were found in that place, but ſpoild 
and of ſmalf value; for they pierce them 1a the 
fire, that they may thread. them into Chainsand 
Bracelets , which they carry about their necks 
and arms, and is the Ornament they moſt eſteem. 
Their Houſes were of Wood , covered with the 
feaves of Palm-trees. The General lodged in the 


jfeant- Major Balthazar de Gallegos took his quar- 
rers in the houfes in the middle of the Village, 
where all the Provifions that were brought from Hi 
the Veſſels were laid up in ſtore ; the reſt of the |; 
houſes and Temple wete demoliſhed , and the # 
Souldiers made baraks of them, where they Jodg- 3 
ed three or four together. The Country about © 
that Village was fulf of very thick buſhes, . which 7O, 
Soto caufetl to be cleared 4 Orofs-bow-ſhot round, * 
for the convenience of his Horfe, and that the 7-- 
dians alſo might not approach without being dit- 
covered, if they had a mind to fall upon him in __ 
the night-timme. He placed double Sentinels at ? 
all the Avenues, and at other places of danger: } 
They 7 
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JThey were relieved every quarter of an hour ; 
« {he Horſe viſited them, and went upon the ſcour 
r ſo a condition of fighting if any allarm hapned, 

s Mn this place the General made Captains ; four 
” ; * Horſe, who were Andrew de Vaſconcelos, Peter 
r : Caldeiran of Badaios, and his own two Couſins 
LAyres T inoco, and Alfenſe Romo ; and two of Foot, 
to wit, Francis Maldonado of Salamanca, and Fohn 
inde Lobilho. Whilſt we were {till in that 
Poſt of Z/c:ta, the two Indians whom Don Huſco 
Shad taken upon that Coaſt, and whom the Gene- 
tal deſigned for Guides and Interpreters, made 
heir eſcape one night by the faulr of thoſe that | 
had them in keeping ; the General and whole. 
*Camp were extreamly afflicted at that loſs, be- 
Tauſe we had already made ſeveral inrodes with- 
zout being able to take one /yd;an, by reaſon that 


*the Country was fenny, and covered with very 
_ high and thick buſhes. 


—_— practi; 


CHAP. VIII. 


ch of Incurſons made into the Country , and 
d,* how a Chriſtian was found who for a 
" long time had been inthe Indi 1ans hands. 


N that place of Z/czta the General commanded 
out Balthazar de Gallegos with forty Horſe 
C 4 and 
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An Arrow that mects with no Armour, pierces as |: 


and fourſcore Foot , to enter into the Country, | 
and try if he could take ſome Indians. Lobilho 
was allo commanded to go out another way with 
fifty foot, moſt of which had no other arms but 
a Sword ad Buckler, and the reſt Harquebuſes FC 
and Croſs-bows. They marched by Mariſhes foi 
where the horſes could not enter, and about halfrc 
a League from the Camp they found ſome Cot-fſol 
tages near a little River , into which the Indians tc 
threw themſelves ſo ſoon as they perceived us :KC 
Four Indian women were taken, which obliged fr 
twenty izdzan men to turn upon us, who preſſed te 
us ſo hard, that we were forced to retreat towards a 
the Camp ; for theſe people are fo dexterous, |S 
fierce, and nimble, that Foot can gain no advan-ylc 
tage- upon them. The reaſon is, becauſe they it 
fly when men march againſt them ; but ſo ſoon as $4; 
ever the enemy retreat , they are-at their heels. ja 
They never fly farther than out of reach of Ar-BA 
row-ſhot, and when they advance towards the Ft! 
enemy, they are always in motion, running from [4 
one hand to the other, that they may not give 8 
aim to the Muiquecreers and Croſs-bow- men ; be- ri 
{ides that; one Pudian wi will ſhoot four Arrows, be- It] 
fore” a Croſs-bow-man can make one diſcharge ; I tl 
and they ſhoor ſo juſt, that ſeldom they miſs. Jt 


deepas a Croſs-bow-ſhot. Their Bows are ſtrong, | N 
and their Arrows of hard heavy Canes, ſo ſharp, | 
that they'll pierce a Buckler : Sometimes they | 
head 3 
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ry, ; head them with the bone of a fiſh as ſharp as an 


awl ; others do it with a ſtone as hard as a Dia-. 
mond : theſe many times pierce Armour when 
they light upon the joynts; but thoſe made of 
Canes, are the moſt dangerous,becauſe they break 
or enter through the Coats of Mail. Lobilho 
returned to the Camp with fix men wounded, 
of whom one died , and brought with him the 
four adian women whom he had taken in the 


: Cottages. As for Gallegos, about two Leagues 


from the Cawp he found a plain, where he eſpied 


Eten or eleven dians, amongſt whom there was 
Ja Chriſtian ſtark naked, and all fcorched with the 


Sun, having his arms painted with ſeveral co- 
lours after the ranner of the /ydzans, from whom 


Lit was impoſſible to diſtinguiſh him. Theſe /zdz- 
8 aus diſperſed and fled, ſome threw themſelves into 


ls. 8a Wood, but two that were wounded were taken. 
r- FA Horſe-man run full tilt with his Lance againſt 


the Chriſtian,who cried out,Sirs,/ am a Chriſtian, 
do not kill me nor theſe poor men who have given me 


my life. He called to the Indians to come, aſſu- 
ring them that they ſhould have no hurt done 
them, ſo that they came out of the Wood. Thus 


e; [the Horſe-men having taken them all up behind 
. 3them, returned to the Camp, where they were 


CHAP. 


26 A Relation of the Invaſion 


CH AP. IX. 


Who that Chriſtian was : How he went in- 


to Florida ; and what he told the Gene- 


ral. 


Hat man was born in Sevi/e of a Noble 
_. Family, and called Fob Ortiz ; he had 
been twelve ycars in the hands of the /ndians of 
Florida, whither having gone with the Governour 
Narvaez, he came back to Caba, from whence he 
was ſent again by Nartaez his Wife to Florida, 
with twenty or thirty more in a Brigantine. 
When they came in view of an habitation of Jx- 
dians, they perceived a Cane fixed in the ground, 
and cloven at the end, wherein there was a Letter, 
which Ortiz imagined to have been Jeit by the 
Governour to give intelligence of him, when he 
took the reſclution of entring into the Country, 
He informed himſelf of four or five Indians on 
the ſhoar , who made a ſign to him to land and 
take the Letter ; which he and another did, not» 
withſtanding all the reſiſtance that thoſe who fy; 
were on board the Brigantine could make. So FIth 
ſoon as they were come aſhoar, a multitude of Zz- fy] 
dians came running put of the Village, and beſet [yz 
them ; ſo that it was impoſſible for them to e- I5; 
4 ; ſcape : 


Pow 
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ſcape : Ortiz his Companion , who: offered to 

ake a defence, was killed upon the fpot, and he 
himſelf carried away to Zcira, thoſe on board the 
Brigantine not daring to come athoar to his re« 
lief : immediately by Zcita's orders, the poor 
0rtiz was tied to four poles ſupported by ſtakes, 
under which they kindled a fire to burn him a- 
live; but a Daughter of Z/cita's told him, that 
that Chriſtian being alone could attempt nothing 
zgainſt him, and that it would be far more honou- 
able for him to keep him in Irons. In fine, ſhe 
beg'd his life, which 7/cita granted her. Ortiz 
had his wounds drefled, and being cured, was put 
to guard the Temple, whither the Wolves came 
often, and carried away the Bodies that were laid 
there : The poor Spaniard recommended, himſelf 
to God, and undertook his Ofhice of keeping the 
Temple. It hapnedone night, that the Wolves 
arried away from him the body of the Son of an 
Iidian of great note ; Ortiz ran after the Wolves, 
armed with a long ſtaff, and by good luck over- 
took the Beaſt that carried the body , which he 


made it let fall, having with all his force given the 


Wolf a blow, of which it died not far from the 
place ; Ortiz did not know ſo much , becauſe it 
was night , onely about day-brealt he perceived 
that he wanted the body of the young Indian, 
which extreamly afflicted him, as well as Tcira, 
who reſolved to have the Chriſtians hfe for it. 


Some 1»udjians were ſet to tract the Wolves, who 
| found 
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found the body, and a little beyond it the deadfil q 
Wolf; this pacified Z/ci#ta, who was very well fa-f;; 
tisfied with the vigilance of the Spaniard, and be-ſ;} 
gan to treat him more kindly, Thus he ſpent} 
three years; at the end of which, another 7dianſjr 
Lord, called Mocoſo, who had his habitation twofſf 
days Journey from the Port, came and attacked} 4 
the habitation of Z/czta,and burnt 1t to the ground, ++ 
whilſt 7/czza ſaved himſelf in a Village that be-flc; 
longed to him allo upon the Sea : By this means]g; 
Ortiz loſt his place, and therewith the tavour. offir 
Tcita. Seeing the Devil holds thele people inſt 
deplorable bondage, they are accuſtomed to offeriq, 
tohim the life and bloud even of their SubjeCts, ſhe 
r of any body elſe that falls into their hands.ſſas 
y fay that when the Devil would have fuchſz 
Victims, he ſpeaks to them, and tells them, thatſſ{e 
he thirſts after Sacrifices; and for that uſe ZezraG 
deſigned f1is Chriſtian ſlave : Ortiz learn'd it fromſſoy 
the ſame Daughter who had ſaved him from thefſ 
fire, and who adviſed him to fhe towards Moceſo,y! 
- who would uſe him well, fecing ihe had heard ith 
faid, that he often enquired avout him, and palſli-ſir 
onately deſired to ſee him:But ſteing he knew notfþf 
the way, ſhe brought him going halt a League outſhj 
of the Village; and having given him good inſtru-{h 
Etionz, returned without being taken notice of. 
Ortiz marched all that. night, and found himlſeltfif | 
next morning upon the bank of a little Riverh 
which divided the@erritory of 7cita from thatHh, 
Ol 
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of Mocoſo : There he ſaw two Indians fiſhing, ; 
and ſeeing they had Wars with thoſe of Terra, 
2X-E that he underſtood not their Language, and that 
Nt ſo he could not tell them the cauſe of his com- 
an ing, he was afraid they might kill him asan ene- 
wollmy ; therefore he ran to the place where their 
ed Arms were, and ſeized them: The Izd;ans betook 
1d, themſelves ſtreight to the Village, though he 
be-fl called to them and aſſured them they were 1n no 
nSEdanger; but they not underſtanding him ,' ran 
olfion ill. Their cries allarmed the Village', fo 
 Inthat ſeveral /»d;ans fallied out, and ſurrounded 
ier Ortiz, ready to kill him with their Arrows, whilſt 
ts, lhe ſheltred himſelf under ſome trees , and cried 
ds. las loud as he could, that he was the Chriſtian of 
chIzcit2, whom he had left, that he might comeand 
natfiſerve his Lord Mocoſo. By the providence of 
ZztafGod, an Irdian came. who underſtood the Lan- 
Mfpuage of Z/cita ; he knew what the Spanzard 
thefſfaid, and pacifying his Companions, told them 
ofo,.Fwhat he had heard : Four [rdjans went to carry 
: Itfthe news to Mocoſo , who came a quarter of a 
{fſt- League to meet Ortiz, and expreſſed a great deal 
notfof joy for his arrival; ſo that after he had made 
outyhim take an Oath after the manner of Chriſtians, 
ru-Khat he would not run away to look for another 
of. YMaſter, he promiſed to uſe him kindly ; and that 
ſeltf the Chriſtians' came into that Country, he 
/er,ghould give him his liberty and leave to go to 
hatfhem ; which on his part he alſo ſwore after the 
O1 man- 


jo) 
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manner of the /ndians. Three years after, ſome 

of his Subjets who were a fiſhing out at Seay}. 
came to inform Mocoſo that they had ſeen Ships} 
 wherewith he acquainted Orzzz, giving him pers 
miſſion to go and look after them ; which he did. 
with much earneſtneſs : But when he found no 
Vellels upon the Coaſt, he thought that the Caf 1 
cique or King had put a trick upon him, to diſco i 
ver his intentions : however , he came back toll c 
- him again; and continued fo in all nine years t 
' with little hopes of ever ſeeing any of his own Ref t 
\Jigion again. - Art length Don Fernando de Sotf c, 
arrived in Florida, which preſently came to Ho { 
coſo's ears, who told Ortiz that the Chriſtians hadn 
made a deſcent at the Village of Zcjta: WhereJtl 
upon the Spaziard, who believed it to be anotherfo! 
ſnare laid for him, made him an{wer, That neitherſb; 
Chriſtians, nor any worldly thing elſe went ſgjC 
near his Heart, as the deſire he had to ſerve himJth 
But the Caczgque ſeriouſly confirmed the. 'newsfic 
and perinitted him to go to them ; adding that 
if he did not do fo, and that the Chriſtians returſth 
ned back, he would not be to be blamed , ſeeing 

he performed what he had promiſed on his partÞW/; 
The news was ſo pleaſant to Ortiz , that he couldW;; 
not perſwade himſelf they were true ; nevertheFÞer 
leſs he thanked the Cacique , and took his leaveoy 
of him : Moceſoappointed ten or twelve IndianÞas 
of beſt note to accompany him; and with thempzc 


it was that he met Gaegos. So ſoon as he wah 
come 


and Conqueſt of Florida. JT 
FJ come onto the Camp , the General ordered a 
Suit of Cloaths, Arms, and a good Horſe to be 
given him; and asked him it he knew of no 
Country where there was Gold or Silver. Ortiz 
I anſwered, No ; becauſe he had never been fsrther 
up in the Country, than ten Leagues beyond the 
{ habitation of Mocoſo : But that thirty Leagues 
4 from that: Village, Paracoxz, the moſt powerful 
to} Caczgue of all that Country, held his Reſidence ; 
ars} that Mocoſo, Tcita, and all the other Lords of 
Eel that Coaſt paid him Tribute; and that that Ca- 
Sora cique might give them intelligence of what they 
ſought after : beſides, that his Country was far 
more abundant in Maez, and other Proviſions, 
erc4than thoſe of the Coaſt. This extreamly ſatisfied 
thegjour General : ſo that he had no other thoughts 
thembut of making Proviſions for entring into the 
t {qjContinent; and the rather, becauſe he imagined 
umlthat Florida being of fo vaſt an extent, on one 
2WSffide or other there mult needs be fome very rich: 
thaJCountry. Some days after Mocoſo came to ſee 
turſthe General, and made him this Diſcourſe. 

eing} Meſt High and Potent Lord, the moſt inconſidera- 
partÞ}le in my judgment, of all that are under your Obe- 
ouldWience, and yet the moſt zealous to ſerve you , does 
thefbere preſent himſelf to your Lordſhip, with as great 
eaVFonfidence of obtaining ſome favour from you, as if I 
lianÞpad teſtified my defire by effetts : For the ſmall ſer- 
hempice that 7 have done you, in giving liberty to that 
waT hriſtian whom T had in my power, 1s no more but.a 
OIL C04= 
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conſequence of the obligation that lay upon me of per- 
forming my promiſe. But as it is the cuſtom of great 
men to ſhew their generoſity by great favours, I am 
perſwaded, that as you are above other men in the 
extraordinary Qualities of your Perſon, and in the « 
Command you have over ſo many gallant men ; ſofj 
alſo you ſurpaſs them in Liberality, and in all other 
Virtues : And this gives me hopes that I may ob- 
tain the favour which T beg of your Lordſhip, that 
ou would believe me to be wholly at your devotion, 
and think of me when you have any occafion of Ser- 
vices. The General made him anſwer, - thatſ 
though he had given 0rzzz his liberty, to comply|i & 
with the promile he had made, yet he was veryf E 
much obliged to him for it, and eſteemed ir aff i, 
greater kindneſs than any could be imagined; 
that therefore he would ever look upon him a 
his Brother, and teſtifie to him his gratitude on al 
occaſions. He thereupon cauſed /a ſhirt and 0 
ther preſents to be given him , with which the 
Cacique was wonderfully well ſatisfied ; and ha: 
_ ving taken leave of Soto, returned to his habita 
tion. | t0 
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CHAP. " 


The General ſends the $ hips ro Cubs'; be 
* leaves an buntlred men at the Port. 7 
| Ucita, and enters into the Co quntrye.. 


7F: He place here the Veſſels: were. abs the 

+ habitation of 2/ciza;; was named by:the 
General, the Port of the :&aly; Ghoft ; and roim 
thence' he ſent-Ba/thazar: de: Gatlegos withofifty, 
Horſe, and fomeFoat; into the: Rrovince-ofi Paras 
coxzntoview:that Country, and to inform hiinſelf 


# of ghe' nature of :thoſe thet-day: farthetiup im#oe- 


rda; with: drders-t0 give him-advice afievery: 


thing he diſcovered. ot tobk-a reſolutrbri>allo: 


of ſending/his.Ships to;C#baz:to bring fromthenes 


4 Ammunition |'and Provifions;!: :Haſce; Percalbs; 
| who was preferred. to be-Captain-General iii 


no other deſign in accepting;of-tliat cliarge ,i-but 
to get Slaves from Florida; which he might.ſend 
to Cuba where-all his Eſtate lay ::But having 


| made-many-iricurfions to. no purpoſe, hecauſe of 


the thick-buſhes and ſwamps with ;whictrthat 
Country is naturally fortified ; he ſhewed a:diſs 


\ Ph like to the Service, and a great deſire;to return 


back to C»ba., So that although he hadhad ſome 
ANIENY with the General, wich made 
D f--m 


- _ 
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them live together with a dryneſs; yet he asked 
himteaverobepone; and received 1t with great 
demonſtrations of frjendſhip. In the mean time 
Gallegos being arrived at Paracox#t, found the Ca- 
«tc; wh fomoved:;;; but he fent\ lum thirty Ly 
wang, who told him that the :Cacique, whoſe Yaſ- 

they were, had ſent them to ; WO what he 
ſoughtt#br in his Conntry, and wherein he could 
ſerve him. Gallegos made anſwer , That 2s 
obligetÞro>their: ord for his Offers; 'thiat they 
thould! enrreat him to. return era wr 
where they might difedurſetogether,and confirm 
_  &fincetb Eg Seth deſired#to 
entef\ ibtowith him, ! The! /adans carried theſe. 
words:tothe Cacigaes whotent them \back»vtowe- 
qufinrt Gallegsr ithatcherwis indifpoſed; which tins 
dred/him from :«comibg;;2The'Strjeant'- Major 
askedrhem if theyknew of aripProvince:where 


therewasGbki or Silver's They affuret:himthiat | 


there wis ocie.to the Weſtward; called Cale 7: the 
Inhibbitants whereofactre! in: Warrwith the! peo- 
plevt. another Prove, wherethe:Spring laſted 


alltheiyear-long; -amb where: Gold was to; be f| 


found'in :abundance'//becauſe they make 'War 8- 
gainſt thoſe. of Ca/eowith Head-pieces of (Gold; 


' So. Gallegss finding that the Cacique - didi not: 
eome ,- and that he only fed him with theſe falſe 
hopes; that he might: have time'to-provide: for 
his' own'fecurity ; and' fearing; beſides that if he 
let theſe: Zadians go, he would fee them no more, | 


. A 


he | 
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hecauſed them to be put itt Irons, and fent eight 
Troopers to acquaint the General with what he 
had done. Soto and all the Camp were overjoy'd 
at.this, thinking that the report of the Idians 
might be true. The General left for the Guard 
of the Port, Captain Ca/deiran with thirty Horſe, 
and threeſcore and ten Foor-ſoulditers, and mar- 
ched with all the reſt to joyn Gallegos at Paracoxt, 
from whence without making any ſtop, . he took 
his march to Cale. He found two ſmall Villages 
upon the rode, Acela and Focaſte, from whence he 
marched before ſtreight to Cale, with filty Foot 
and thirty Horſe : Some 7ndzans having retreated 
mto Mariſh or Swamp, near to a place unpeo- 
pled that lay upon the rode ; Soto ſent his Inter- 
preter to them, who perſwaded them to come 
back and give a Guide, wholed the General to a 
River that ran with a moſt rapid ſtream: We 


q were obliged to make a little Bridge upon the 


trunk of a tree which ſtood in the middle of the 
River, to paſs over the Foot, The Horſe ſwam 
over by the help of a Cable that led them from 
the one fide tothe other ; becauſe one who had 
taken the water firſt, was drowned for want of 
that invention. From thence the General ſent 


{| two Troopers'to the reſt of his men, who were 


coming after , to bid them make haſte, becguſe 
the way was longer than had been believed, and 
that they wanted Proviſions. When he came 
to Cale, he found the Tawa abandoned by all, 
D 2 | EXcept 
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except three or four Indian Spies who were ta- 
ken, In this place Soto ſtayed - for the reſt of 
the Army, who were extreamly tired out by fa- 
ſting, and the badneſs of the way ; for the Coun- 
try was poor, and-not much cultivated, by reaſon 
that the Land is low, and in many places over- 
flow'd, or covered with very thick Woods. And 
all the Proviſions that were taken out of the 
Ships were ſpent ; ſe that they ran to the habita- 


tions of the Iudians , where they found ſome þ 


leaves of Beers, which the more diligent pluckt 
and eat with water and falt : Such as could get 
none of them , went to the fields of Maes; and 
ſeeing the Corn was not as yet ripe, they pulled 
up ſtalks and eat and fed on all together. The 
ſtalks of Palm-ſprouts were a great relief unto 
them; and they found a great many when they 
came to the River which the General had paſled 
with ſo much trouble : Theſe ſprouts grow upon 
the Palm-trees as low as thoſe of Andaloufia., In 
this place two other Troopers met them from the 
General, and aſſured them th#t there was plenty 
of Maes at Cale : this news put life into them a- 
gain ; and whilſt they were upon their match 
to Cale, Soto cauſed all the Maes which was ripe 
in the fields, to be cut down, and laid up a. ſtore 
of it for three months. When- the Chriſtians 
were'a reaping, the 7»diaxs killed three of them ; 
but one of thoſe who were taken, told the Gene- 
ral that ſeven Leagues from that Town, there 
| Was 
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was a very large Province fruitful in Maes, which 
was called Palache. Whereupon he immediately 

parted from Cale with ſixty Foot, and fifty 
Horſe ; he left the Camp-Maſter-General Lowis 
de Moſcoſo with the reſt of his men, and expreſs 
orders not to decamp from thence without a 
warrant under his hand. Seeing no body had any 
Servants or Slaves, every one pilled the Maes his 
own ſelf , which they pounded in a Mortar or 


| Trough of hollowed wood, with a peſtle or 


pounder made of the end of a beam ; and ſome 
boulted the flour through their Coats of Mail. 
They baked the bread in pot-lids which they ſet 
upon the fire, in the ſame manner as they praGiſe 
in Cuba : That way of grinding was ſo tireſome, 
thet ſeveral Souldiers chofe rather to eat no 
bread , than to grind in that manner ; but they 
roaſted or boyled the Maes, and eat it in th 

rain. 
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CHAP. XL. 


The General comes to Caliquen, and car- 
_  rzes the Cacique thereof to. Napetaca 
with him. The Indians reſolve to take 
him from him by force ; many are killed 
#por that occaſion, | 


T On Fernando de Soto parted from Cale the 

# Eleventh of Auguſt, 1540. and came to 
lodge at Ztara; from thence at Potaxo; the third 
day at Ztimama ; and then at an habitation, 
which the Spaniards 'call de Mala paz, bad Peace; 
they called 1t ſo,becauſe an dias came who cal- 
led himſelf the Cacique, andoffered himſelfand all 
his Subje&s to the Generals ſervice, provided he 


would be pleaſed to ſet at liberty twenty /nd7- 


ans men and women, who had been taken the. 
night before ; that as an acknowledgment for 
that favour, he would furniſh him with Proviſt- 
ons and good Guides. The General cauſed them 
to be fat at liberty, and put the radia» under 
guard. Next day ſeveral /ndians appeared, and 
drew upround a little Village near to a Wood; 
the /udiax deſired to be had near to them, that he 
would ſpeak to them and re-aſſure them, and that 
they would do whatever he ſhould command 


them. - 
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them» When he was got pretty near , '/he mide 
his eſcape out of the hands of thoſe that guarded 
him; and ranaway fo ſwiftly, that'no man was 
able to overtake him ; and at- the ſame time all 
the Z1dzans fled into the 'Wood. The "General 
letflip a Hound which had'already fleſhed-upon 
fome 7udians ; and that Dog paſſing-through all 
the reſt, went and ſeized the counterfeit Cacigue, 
and held him till ſome came-:and took him. From 
thence the General went to-Cholupaba, which the 
Spaniards called Yilla Farta (fat Town) by rea- 
ſon of the plenty of Maes that they found there. 
They made a wooden-bridge to paſs the River 
which is near to that habitation ; and having 
marched two days over a defart Country, they 
arrived at Caliquen the Seventeenth of Augy/e. 
In that place, when Soto informed himſelf about... 
the Province of Palache, he was told that Nar-" 
vaez had advanced no farther in, than the place 
where then thgy were; and that he had embar- 
ked there, becauſe there was no way to go farther, 
and that there were no more habitations to be 
met with. It was urged to the General; that he 
ſhould return to the Port of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
leave Florida, where he run the risk of being loft 
as Narvaez was ; that if they engaged farther 
in, -ffere would be no getting back again, be- 
cauſe the 7»d;ans would ſpend that little Maes 
which they had\.left in maintaining. themſelves. 
The General made, anſwer to thele-grievances, 
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'Y That he would never turn his back before he: faw 


the danger nearer. ; 'and that he was not perſwa-| 


ded of the truth of what the Zudiaxs ſaid. There- 
upon: he ordered the Horſes to. be kept ſadled, 
and ina condition to march, and ſent orders tothe 
Camp-Maſter-General inſtantly to come and 
joyn him. Moſcoſo and many others believing 
that they ſhould advance no farther than Palache, 
buried under-ground-all the Iron which they had 
at Cale ; and came to Caliquen after they had 
ſuffered much hardſhip, - by reaſon that the Coun- 
try through which the Governour had marched, 
was utterly waſted. When all the: Army was 
 Joyned, Soto parted from Caliquer the Tenth of 
September, taking the Cacique along with him. 
At the end of three days, ſome ndzans came to 
viſit their Lord ; and all the days following they 
attended him on the march , playing on a cer» 
tain pipe, which ſerves for a ſignal that they come. 
as friends : They ſaid that the Army would ſoon 
come to the habitation of Z/zachil, a kinſman of 
the Cacique of Caliquen ; that he expeQed the 
Spaniards, with intention to render them all ſorts 


of ſervice, and at length-prayed the General to | 


ſet their Cacique at liberty ; but he would not, 
for fear they might -make an InſurreQion, and 
refuſe him Guides : however, he uſed civif pres 
texts, and made a fair excuſe, -In this manner 
were five. days ſpent, until-the Army arrived at 
Napetaca the Fittcenth of September; Fourteen 

- WM; Indians 


WW 
00 


they were ſyin.ming to fave themſelves : but 
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Indians came to the Governour there, praying 


him to ſend back their Cacique ; he told them 
that he detained him not by force, but that he de. 


| fired he might accompany him as far as zach;/. 


In the mean time Fohn Ortiz learnt from an J- 
dian, that they were reſolved to aſſemble , and 
endeavour to ſet their Lord at liberty : Ortizace 
quainted the Governour with it, who gave orders 
that all both Horſe and Foot ſhould arm, and be 
ready within their Quarters, to the end that the 
Indians (ſuſpe&ing nothing, might beſo bold as to 
venture into the Town : Thereupon four hun- 
dred Indians in Arms being poſted within view 
of the Camp, ſent two men to the Governour to 
derhand their Cacique, Soto took fix Troopers 
with tm, and holding the Caczque , to whom he 
talked, by the hand to re-aſſure the ndzans , he 
advanced to the place where they were poſted ; 
but when he perceived that they prepared to 
fight, he commanded his Trumpeter to give the 
allarm : At that found all the Spaniards Horſe 
and Foot fallied out of their Quarters with ſo great 
rage, that the »dians being furprized and ama- 


| zed, minded nothing but how to eſcape ; never- 


theleſs they killed the Governours Horſe and ano- 
ther, but loſt forty men that were run through 
with Lances ; the reſt threw themſelves into 
two'Lakes diſtant from each other. Wepurſu'd 
them to the-ſide of the Lakes, and ſhot at themas 


not 
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not many. ſhot did hit ; fo that the Governour 
commanded one of the Lakes to be beſet, the few 
men that he had not ſufficing to encompaſs both. 
The beſet /rdians endeavoured to fave themſelves Il 
m the night-time, ſwimming ſoftly: to the ſhoar ; ſc; 
and that they might not be diſcerned, they cove- fſhj 
red their heads with the leaves of Water-lilhes : 
but the Troopers perceiving the:water to bubble, il; 
fpurred in their Horſes up to the counter ,, and 
drove the Z:dians in.again. The mght was thus 
ſpent without any reft on either ſide: Ortzz cal- 
led to'them to render themſelves ta the Gover- 
nour, ſeeing they could not efcape ; which at 
length they did, being conſtrained by the ſharp- 
nels. of the cold that they-endured in the water. 
So the. firſt who could hold out no lenger, 
cried to Ortiz, that if they would not kill him, 


be would render himſelf; and before the break || gi 


of day, they came all out one after another , ex- 
cept twelve of the braveſt, whoall reſolved to die 
m the water before they would yield : But the 
tndians of Paracoxi, who were not in Irons,jumpr 
into the Lake ; and ſwimming , took hold of | j 
theſe deſparado's by the hair , and dragg'd them 
aſhoar, who were immediately put into Irons. 
All the reſt were divided amongſt rhe Chriſtians 
toſerve them for Slaves. Thediſgrace and miſe- 
ry of that ſlavery, made them reſolve. to rebel ; 
and they charged one of their number , wha fſer- 
ved for Interpreter, and whom they highly eſtee= 

| med 
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med for his Valour, to ſirangle the General when - 


he thould fpeak to him , by throthing him with 


his two hands. This blade finding a favourable 
occaſion , fel] upon the General ; but before he 


3 {could get his two hands to his Throat , he gave 
Shim ſach a furious blow with his fiſt upon the 


face; that he put him all in a gore of bloud :' All 


the /udians at this ſignal beſtirred themſelves; he 


that could make uſe of his Maſters Arms, or of 
the Pounder wherewith they pounded the Maes, 
ſet upon his Maſter therewith, or onthe firſt that 
fell into his hands. They made uſe of the. Lanceg 
or Swords they met with , as skilfully as if they 
had been bred to it from their childhood ; fo that 


r. fone of them with Sword in hand, made head a= - 


gainſt fifteen or twenty men in the open place, 
until he was killed by the Governours Halbar- 
diers. Another armed with a Lance got up into 
a Granary where they kept the Maes, and ma- 
king as great noiſe there as if there had been ten 
men together, he defended the door ſo well, that 
they were obliged to ſhoot him through a hole 
in the roof, They were to the number of two 
hundred Þrdiays, who were at length beaten and 
reduced. The Governour gave the younger to 
thoſe who had good Chains,and commanded them 
to ſecure them well: all the reſt were tied to 
ſtakes in the middle of the. place, and ſhor to 
death with Arrows by the ndians of Paracoxz. 


CHAP. 


ſpread of the Maſſacre of Napetaca. The Town 


which were yery agreeable refreſhments to us, : 
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CHAP. XII. 

The Governour comes to Palache ; be 5; 

told that there is agreat deal of Gold far: 
ther up in the Country. of 


*. Y.. at -. to 


TE parted fram Napetaca the Three anc 
WW twentieth of Seprember, and went to en- 
camp by a River, where two dans brought 
the General a Stag from the Cacique of Z/zachzl: 
next day we paſſed by the Pelaya, a large Habi 
tation, and from thence went to Z/zachil , whic 
we found abandoned upon the report that was 


was full of Maes, little Beans, and Cucumbers, 


more ſuitable to our way of living: The Maes 
was like Millet, and the Cucumbers better than 
thoſe of Spain. The General ſent out two Ca-| b 
ptains ſeveral ways to take 7sdians, who brought] g 
10-an hundred as well women as men, that were| w 
all divided in this manner : The Captain whof cc 
took the prize ſet one or two apart for the Go-| tl 
vernour, the re(t were divided betwixt the Ca-| b 


| Ptain and Souldiers. They were chained by the ac 


neck, and ſerved to carry the Baggage , pound| S 
the Maes, and in other employments wherein thef| fl 
FS | | | chain 
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chain incommoded them not too much. But 
iceing the love of Liberty makes any enterprize 
eaſie, the udian who was led to the Wood to pro- 
vide fewel, or to cut Maes, ſometimes killed his 
Maſter, and ran away with the Chain; others 
-Vfiled it with Flints, which they uſed inſtead of 
Tron. They who were catched in any of theſe 

ations, pay'd dear for it,jto the end they might 

take from them the boldneſs of attempting the 
ndl like another time. When the Women or Chil- 
en-] dren were an hundred or fix ſcore Leagues from 
zhtf their own Country , they were let go without 
zl | Chains ; theſe were very ſerviceable, and learned 
bi-{ Spaniſh very ſoon. The Governour , at length, 
ich} left zach, that he might go to Palache; and 
vas] in two days march came to Axle, where the Zy- 
wn dians did not at all expe& us; but ſeeinf the 
rS,1 Woods were near, moſt pat fled into them, and 

is] eſcaped. Next day, being the Firſt of Ofober, 
aces we ſet forward, but firſt had a bridge made over a 
anſ River-that we were to croſs in our way ; at the 
2a bridge it was a ſtones throw over, where no 
ht] ground was to be found , and at tHE fides there 
ref was water up to ones middle : The ſides were 
hoſ] covered with high and very thick buſhes, where 
50-| the Zadians madea ſhew of defending the'paſſage/; 
;a-| but the General ordered his Croſs-bow-men to 
hell advance', who made them retreat ; and ſome 
nd Souldiers paſt over upon pieces of wood that were 
hefj ſhoved a-croſs, to detend the entry of the Bridge. 
ea att | we 
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So the. General crofſed over with all his men, on 
Thurſday St. Francs his day, and came to Quar-fal 
ters at Yitachuco, a Village of the Province of Pa-Þhit 
lache. The Indians had ſet it on fire, and theo 
Houſes were {till burning; however, we entredfo 
the Province, which we found to be very wellÞs 
peopled, and plentiful in' Maes. We met every fol 
Where almoſt with Houſes like to our Farm-hou-Þn 
ſesin Spain ; and large Towns, as Zzelu, whereſht 
we atrived on Sunday the twenty fifth of Oo-i 
ber, and on Tueſday after at Anhayca of Palache, Þa 
where the Cacigue who commanded the wholefel 
Province had lis Reſidence. The Gamp-Maſterfj© 
or Quarter-Maſter-General, whoſe place it is toÞ'© 
quarter the Army,aſſigned us Quarters round theP? 
Fown. There were other Villages at halfaLeague| 
or at'moſt a Leagues diſtance, from whence we 
had good ſtore of Maes, Cucumbers, ſmall Beans, 
and dried Prunes better than-thoſe of Spain ; the 
Treesthat bear theſe Plums, grow naturally in all Þy 
the fields. Theſe Proviſions were brought - to ÞR£ 
Anhayca of Palache, in ſufficient quantities to ſerve 
us all- the Grier. The Governour knowing 
that the Sea was but ten Leagues off, ſent thither F 
a Captain with ſome Horſe and Foot ; who ha- Þr 
ving paſt Ochere, ſix Leagues from our Quarters, 
came to the Sea-ſhoar, where they found a great | 
Tree cut down, and ſhaped in form ofa Manger; | 
they faw alſo the bones of dead Horſes, which f#z 
made them conclude that-that muſt be the = 
where 
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vhere Narvaez built the Barks wherein he was 
aſt away: the Governour being informed of 
ar, ſent Danhufeo and thirty Troopers to the 
Port of the F7oly Ghoſt, with orders to Caldeiran 
d\leave that poſt, and come to Palache. Dan- 


Þuſco. parted the Twentieth of © November, and 


ound rhat the Indians were retarned to Yzachi/ 
and" to. the other Villages; yet he took none of 
hem, fearing that might ſtop his march, and give 
henrtime to draw together. He paſſed by their 
tabitarions onely in the night-time, and took his 


Feſt for three or four hours/'in! fome' by-place ; 


d that! he 'made::but ten 'days Journey to the 
rico, whenee he ſent two/Caravels to Cubh, 

1 which he embarked twenty: /»dian women for 
D Doga {ſabella, according to the Governours or- 
ers... He went '6n- board? the 'two- Brigantines 


"rich attthe Foor ; and-coaſting along the” ſhoar, 


ame to Palache; 'Caldeiran made the Journey 
y Land with the Troopers and-ſome Crofs-bow- 
nen ; but the Zudjans ſet upon him-on his march, 
nd: wounded ſome of his men. © So ſoon as he 
25:cometo Palache, the Governour ſent to the 
Port; planks, nails, and all orher materials neceſ- 
ary for the building of a Bark-; which he fitted 
utand: manned with thirty men well armed, to . 
ruize in that Bay,in expectation of the Brigan- 
ines : 'They had ſome engagements with the 
mdians, who skulked in their Canoes about 
iat Coaſt. '. In the mean time, an Tvdian undit- 
covered 


-wind, one half of the Town was burnt down. It 
wasSunday the Nine and twentieth of Decembe 


--ſcout about the Town, becauſe the ndians were 
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covered by the Sentinels , came and ſet fire tof *" 


our habitation, on Saturday the Nine and twen 
tieth of November ; and ſeeing it -blew a high tc 


before Danhyſcoarrived with his Brigantines. The Hi 
Governour having reſolved to diſcover the Cl 
Country to the Weſt, commanded out Maldonadil) Y" 
with fifty Foot - ſouldiers to march along the 
Coaſt; and ſearch for ſome Harbours ; and at the 
fame time he detached Troopers to go upon theſſ* 


become ſo infolent;as to come and kill men with: 

in\.two Croſs-bow-ſhot of our-Camp. Theſdſ 
Troopers found two 1ndians arid a woman gathe| PC 
ring ſmall Beans ; and though the rdiavs might] P! 
have ſaved themſelves, yet they choſe rather to be 
die than to abandon the woman, who was Wifel.2 
to one of them : 'They wounded 'three Horſes ; Po 
whereof one died. Some days after , Caldeiray Fs 
with thoſe whom he Commanded , entred. into}*9: 
a Wood that was upon the rode to the Sea ;. there 
he was ſet upon by »dians, who forced him back;|W! 
and took from him the Proviſions which were car-|f9. 
ried by his men. In the mean while , the time 
which the Governour had prefixed to MaldonadoPre 
for his return, was elapſed by three or four days,[Þ* 
which did not a little tronble him ; and he had|ÞY 
reſolved not to ſtay for him but eight days lon-'N? 
ger, when that Captain came, bringing with him|*ec 
an 
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an 1ndign of a Province, called Ochuſe, threeſcore 
 Ieagues diſtant from. Palache : There he had 
found an Harbour of good Anchorage, and ſafe 
againſt all weathers; this extreamly tatisfied the 
Governoutr, who always hoped to find on ghat 
fide ſome Country rich in Gold. He ſent Mal- 
hd donado to the Havant for Ammwnition ahd Pro- 
d viſions, and gave him orders to return back to 
hed him again to the Port of Ochuſe, whither he was 
h.to goby Land: That if any obſtacle intervened 
heſſ that might hinder the Army from being there 
| the Spring following, Ma/denado was to return 
h t6 the Zavana, and come-back: again the nexr 
(4 Spring aſter; to wait for-2bt Governour in. thar 
ie} Port, becauſe he would, engage. in no other Eater- 

he prize, . before he had found Ochuſe. Maldonado 
rol Ocing gone with theſe orders, and his Company 
i i pas to.Johy de Guzwan, the, Treaſurer 
ohn Gaytan "brought a young /udian to the Go- 
af nour, Who bad. beer taken at Naptaca: He 

] him that he was not.of that Country, but of 

To (ns very remote towards the Eaſt ; and that 
k; when he was taken he was come on bis Travels 
ir-[t©  Napetace "That his, Country, called. 7 upaha, 
nel Was: govern'd by a Lady, whoſe Town was of a 
do prod gious bigneſs; that ſhe had Tribute paid 
-s|her by all her Neighbours,by ſome in Goods, and 
: by others 'in Gold. Whereupon he deſcribed the 
-|manner} _— Gold was dug, bow it was mel- 

- ted and re as if beg ſcen it done a hun- 
an dred 
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dred times.,;-or as if the Devil had taufht him; 
infomuch that all who underſtood he manner of 
working inthe Mines, averred that it was impoſ- 
ſible for him to ſpeak ſo exattly of ' it, without 
having ſeen; the fame.;* and 1o the. relation, of 
that-Indzay » paſt for a real: Truth, becauſe of oh 
| evonaſins wherewith he confirmed] i AE 
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for Cables, to bear up the Canoe in paſſing a- 
gainſt the current of the water. The Horſe 
ſwam over by the help of Ropes that : pulled 
them, and that labour ſtopt us a day and a halts 
time, At length we came to Capachiqui qn Sa- 
turday the Eleventh of March ; the Indzans were 
in Arms in all that Country ; fo that five Spanz- 
ards being gone to ſeek Mortars to. pound their 
Maes in, in ſome ſcattered Cottages, met with ſe- 
veral 7udians who cagpe upon the ſcout : Five of 
'them detacheq from the reſt, and attacked us ſo 
furiouſly , that a Spaniard ran away and came 
and gave the allarm .in_ the Camp. The moft 
diligent, went. out to-aſliſt their Comrades, and 
found one Chriſtian dead , and the other three 
dangerouſly wounded ;' but the Zndiars fled into 
afwamp to ſgeure themſelves from the Horſe. 
The Goyernour leaving Capachiquz, paſt over a 
a defart Country, and came to 7oalli, the One 
'and twentieth of the Month. In that Country we 
began to find houſes far different from thoſe which 
hitherto we had ſeen: Thoſe were onely covered 
With Herbs, whereas theſe of 7oall; had for their 
Roof little Canes placed together like Tile ;, th 
were very neat, ſome had the walls made of, poles 
| fo artificially interwoven, that they ſeemed. to 
be built, of ſtone and lime.: For that. being a 
cold Gountry, every [dan hath a Houſe to live 
in in the Winter, inſide and outſide made tight 
with theſe Poles. -The door is narrow and low ; 
E 2 | they 
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they ſhut it well in the night-time , and kindle a 
fire within the houſe,which heats it like an Oven 
fo that one hath no need of being covered. They 
have other Habitations for the Summer , and 
Kitchins adjoyning their Houſes where they bake 
theiy Bread. The Granaries wherein they lay 
up the Maes, are raiſed upon four poſts, boarded 
- on the ſides, with a floor made of Canes. The 
Houfes of the Caciques and perſons of Quality 
'amongſt them,»are to be diſtinguiſhed not onely 
by their greatneſs, but alſo#by the. large Balconies 
that rhey have over the Entry, and by feats be- 
low made of Canes in-the manner of benches. 
Every houſe hath ſeveral Granaries,"where they 


hy up what their SubjeAs and Tenents bring | 


them in for Rent ; as Maes, Stags skins , and 
'Mantles of the Country , made like little Caſ- 


- ſocks of the find or ſoft part of the bark of cer- | 


- tain Trees; nay , and ſome alſo woven of .the 
thread of a certain Herb, which being well bea- 
ten, becomes like flax. Theſe Mantles ſerve 
them for Cloaths ; one they have which covers 
. them from the girdle down below the knee, and 

another on the left ſhoulder, thrown back under 
the right arm, which they wetr always abroad, 
in the fame manner as the Bohemians do. The 
 Tadrans have never more than one about their 


ſhoulders, and cover their lower parts with Bree- 


ches made of a Stags skin , much like to thoſe 
- that are uſed in Spain : The Jeather is extraordi- 
T4 narily 
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narily well dreſt, and they give it what colour 
they pleaſe, with fo perfe& a dye, that their fire- 
red\colour is not ſurpaſſed by the fineſt Scarlet. 
Their Black is good alſo, and of this they make 
Shooes ; they give the ſame colour to their Man- 
tles with as much perfeation. We parted from 
Toalli the Twenty third of March, and on Friday 
the Army came toa little River, which they paſ- 
ſed upon a Bridge made of. one ſingle Tree, from 
which Bennet Fernandez a Portugueſe fell into the 
water and was drowned. The Village of Acheſe 
was pretty near, where the /zdians had no intelli- 
gence of our march ; to our view they threw 
themſelves into a little River near the Village ; 


- | but ſome were taken, andamongſt theſe, women: 


One of them underſtood the Language of that 
Lad who conducted the Governour to Tupaha, 


| which much confirmed the relation he had made, 


betauſe we had paſſed through Countries where 
diflerent Languages were ſpoken , nay and fome 
which he underſtood not. The Governour ſent 
one of the Iydians whom he had taken, to call 
back the Caczque, , who was got to the other ſide 
of the River: He came and made him this fol- 
lowing diſcourle. 

Moſt High, moſt Mighty , and moſt Excellent 
Lord, things that are rarely ſeen,cauſe admiration : 
How could we then be affetted at the fight of your 
| Lordſhip, and men who were altogether unknown to 
us, mounted upon ſo furious Beaſts as theſe _ 

=-43 Cs 
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be, and breaking into - my Country ſo impetutuſly, 
before I knew any thing of your coming > This hath 
appeared to us ſa extraordinary a thing, , .and hath 
Pract ſuch terrour jn our minds , that it was not in 
our power to. ſtay and. receive your Lordſhip with 
that Elonour which is, due to ſo High and Illuſtrious 
a Prince. But the confidence TI bave. of your Gene- 
rofity.and Virtues, makes me'hope that you will uot 
onely. pardon my fault, but gives me alſo boldneſs to 
defire Favours of you: Firſt , that, your Lordſhip 
world diſpoſe of my Rerſon, Country, and Subjects ; 
and then that you wayld' tell me. from whence -you 
Come, whither you go, and what you ſeek ,,that ſo 7 
may be in a better condition to. render you ſervice. 
The Governour anſwered, "That he was as well 
fatisfied with his Offers and good will , as if he 
had preſented him with a great Treaſure; that 
be wasSon of the Sun, and that he came from 
the, places of his, aBode,,- in. fearch of the grea- 
teſt Lord, and richeſt Prbvince of that Country. 
The Cacique replied; That beyond his Territories 
fhere was,a great Lord, whoſe Country was cal- 
edOcute;, and gave us an Interpreter. and Guides. 
This obliged the Goyernour to ſet at liberty all 
the Subjetts of this Cacique, whoſe Yallage he left, 
marching alopg. the River through a very well- 
peopled Country, . . We parted. the firſt of grit; 
and at.our.departure,-by-orders. ftom. the.Gover= 
pour.,..exeged.a wooden-Crofs ig. the middle of 
the Market-place of the Village; and being in 


haſte, 


and Conqueſt, of Floridig 55g 
haſte, we onely told the Zzdzans, that that Croſs 
ſerved to,put usin hind of what Feſus.Chrift ſuffe- 
red forour Redemption, that he was.-both God 
dnd Man , and that, he created Heaven and 
Earth ;. that in conſideration thereof,,they ſhould 
bear a reverence towards that ſign ; which they 
promiſed to, dog, The Fourth ot April we came 
to Altaraca, and the Tenth of the 1ſame Month 
to Ocute ; The Cacique ſent two thonſand Tndz- 
ans to the Governour , with a Preſent of Rab- 
bets, Partridges, Maes-bread, two Pullets, and a - 
great many Dogs. Theſe laſt were no leſs eſtee- 
med in the Army, thanthe beſt ſheep, becauſe 
meat and falt were very ſcarce. there, inſomuch 
that the ſick had no kind of refroſhments; which 
was the cauſe that the ſmalleſt indiſpoſition 
which would: have been made nothing of.in other 
places, reduced a manto extremity. of a ſugden, 
ſo.that he died of meer weakneſs : And it was ſad 
tp hear the. poor wretches in their agony ſigh 
\ and ſay, Alas ! had 1 but a'bit of meat, or a little 
alt, I ſhould not die. 'The Indians are not put to 
ſuch {iraights; for with. their Arrows. they kill 
ſtore: of Fowl, and Veniſion, as wild: Hens, 'Rab- 
bets, Stags, and other Beaſts : They.are expert in 
catching. wild Fowl and Reaſts, and have a thou- 
ſand inventions for thats; which the. Chriſtians 
had not apd though. they had had; they wanted, 
| time, beingconſtantly on, the march, and not da-, 
ring toleave their, Ranks... © This. wang of meat. 
Ld banda + 7" 
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was the cauſe that of the ſix: hundred men who 
followed Soto, he who could catch'a Dog 10 any 
Vilage thoyghthimſelf a very happy man ; (for 
ſomerimes we found thirty in a place) but the 
Souldier that killed orie, and ſent not a quartersto 
his Captain, ſuffered for ir, paying dear for his in= 
civilties when he was to go Sentinel , or- upon 
any guard of fatigue. Tueſday the Twelfth of 
April, the Governour parted from Ocate, the Ca- 
eique having given him four hundred 1nd;ans for 
Service. He went to Cofaquz, and from thence 
to Patofa ; the Cacique of this Province'who was 
in peace with the Cacique of Ocute, had informa- 
tion of the Governours march ; and being deſi- 
rous to procure his friendſhip, he came to him, 
and ſpake in this manner. , , 
Nlluftrious and Potent Lord, I ſhould now demand 
of Flrrune that ſhe would be pleaſed by ſome ſmall 
erofs onely to make me pay for the Fonour to which ſhe 
advances me, in making me ſo Vapry as to obtain the 
thing T moſt defired in this life, which is to ſee your 
Lordſhip, and be able to render you fervice. Though 
my Tongue bear 'the image of what is in ly heart, 
and that my heart cannot diſſemble the ſatisfaftion 
which zt receives on this occafion, yet it wants power 
fully toexpreſs it. What can the Cn which 7 

'rovern have merited, to be hanoared wit! 
of fo great a Man, and ſo excellent a Prince, who 
ought to be ſerved and reſpefted by all men in the 
workd > Anil the Inhabitaits »f this Country Keing 
_——_ ie 


the ſight. 


EV 5S _ wo Y#F 


and Conqueſt of Florida. #87 
the moſt inconfider able of all others, whence can they 
have this happineſs 2 the thought of which alone, is 
enough.to preſervethem from all the calamities that 
may befal them according to the courſe of Fortune. 
Seeing if to day we be ſo happy as to be reckoned a- 
moug,ſt your Lordſhips Subjefts, we cannot fail of be- 
ing protefted and maintained by true Juſtice, and 
Reaſon, and of taking to our ſebves,the name of men, 
ſeeing they who have neither Reaſon nor Juſtice, 
may juſtly be ranked among Beaſts. T heartily then, . 


and with all due reſped, offer my ſelf to your Lord- 
ſhip, beſeeching you that in recompence for the finceri- 


ty of my will, you would be pleaſed. to C ommand me, 


| my Country, aud Subjefts, The Governour told 


him, that he was much obliged to him for his kind 
expreſſions, of the effets whereof he was already 
ſenſible; that he would remember his goody will 
as long as he lived, and honour and favour him as 
his Brother. For the ſpace of fifty Leagues from 
Ocate to Patofa, the Inhabitants whereot are of a 
entle and peaceable nature ; the Country tis ve- 
ry pleafant, and the Soil fat, being watered with 
a great many Rivers which contribute to its fer 
tility. But from Ocate to the Port of the Zoly 
Ghoſt, where we firſt entred Florida, that Coun- 
try, which. is rio lefs than three hundred and fif- 
ty LeaguesFn extent, is a light and ſoft Land, full 
of ſwamps and very high and thick buſhes, where 
the wild and warlike »dians defend themſelves 
againſt the attemprs of the Spaniards, Wo 
_ - Horie 
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Horſe: cannot break through theſe ſirong places; 
which was very incommodious to us, not.onely | 


becauſe of the want of Proviſions , which in all 
places they carried away, but allo for the. difficul 
ty we had-in Hoy Guides. 


_— — 
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The. Gowvernour leaving the Province of 


Patofa, meets with a Deſart, where he 


and all his men were reduced to extream 


wiſer 'Y. 


'N this Habitation of Patofa , the young, ndian 
who ſerved for Interpreter and Guide , fell 
upoa the ground foaming at the mouth as if he 


had been poſſeſt with the Devil; the Goſpel was | 


read over him, and he recovered, After that, he 
aſſured us, that-four days Journey from thence 
rowards the Eaſt, we ſhould find the Country he 
ſpake of. The Tudjans of Patofa on the contrary 
affirmed , that they. had rio, knowledge of any 
Habitation. that-way , but that- they knew there 
was a plentiful and populous: Province. to the 
North-Weſt, called Co/a ; howeverghe Cacique 
Fold: the Governour that he would furniſh him 
bi Guides and Servants what way ſoever he re- 
Bien, tO go, whether tow ards Ceſa, or iojards 

re 
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_ the Province which that Zrdzan deſigned. Soto 
demanded fix hundred /xgzars of him, and fothey 
parted with teſtimonies of reciprocal afteftion. We 
took Maes. for four days, and marched ſix by a 
way that grew narrower and narrower till till at 
length it altogether failed us. The Zrd7ax-mar- 
ched inthe Van, and made us foard over two great 
| Rivers a Croſs-bow-ſhot broad , where we had 
water up to the girts; but ſeeing the Current 
was very rapid, the Horſe were forced: to. make 
a Lane, to ſecure the paſſage of the Foot , who 
paſſed through holding by the Horſes. Our 
fatigues were doubled in paſſing a broader and 
more rapid River, where the Horles were: forced 
toſwim a Pikes length : This put the Governour 
into # great perplexity ; he made a halt under 
fome Pine-trees: after we had paſſed the. River, 
and threatned the young 7adian, that he would 
| have himthrown to the dogs, becaule he had. de- 
ceived him, in telling him that it was but four 
_ daysjourney, Whereas we had ſpent nine, march- 
ing ſeven or eight Leagues aday ; and theHorks 
being quite ſpent by reaſon that the men them- 
ſelves had ſhort allowance of Maes. The Indian 
confeſſed that he knew not where he was ; and 
that acknowledgment would have certainly made 
him'a prey to the dogs, had not he been the one- 
ly perſon whom Fohn Ortiz underftood. ' The 
Governour left the Army encamped under the 
Pines, and. with a-Guide and ſome ARDS 
advan« 
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_ advanced five or fix- Leagues into the Country 
to find out a way ; bugghe returned at night ex- 
treamly troubled that he could find no ſign that 
that Country was inhabited. Next day it was 
debated. in Council , whether we ſhonld return 


back- again , or take ſome other courſe. The 


Country, which we had left behind us, was ruined 
and laid waſte, and our proviſion of Maes ſpent. 


Both: men and horſes were ſo heartleſs , that it 


was doubted whether we could be able to get to 
a place of refreſhment : beſides, the Ixdzans ta- 
king their advantage from that diforder, might 
have'had the boldneſs to attack us ; ſo that. we 
had cauſe equally to:fear War and Famine, if we 
reſolved to tutn back again: Wherefore the Go- 


vernour reſolving to ſend out ſome Troopers on 


allhgnds to ſearch for ſome habitation, diſpatched 
four; Captains ſeveral ways, with eight Troopeys 
a piece. They came back at. night, dragging 
their Horſes by the bridle , or driving them be- 
fore them # they were ſo quite Tpent ; and yet 
found neither rode -nor habitation. Next. day 
four others were':commanded out., accompanied 
with eight Troopers who all could ſwim, moun- 
ted-on better horſes, with orders even to croſs 
the: Rivers they - might meer with; Theſe. Ca- 
'Ptains were , Ga/egos: who marched upwards a- 


ed the-courſe; of the River downwards ; Romo' 
and Lobi/ho who.croſt . the Country, -- [The Go-. 
Eee vernour 
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vernour had brought with him into Florida an 
hundred Swine , which: had already bred him 
three hundred Pigs ; ſome. of theſe he cauſed to 
be killed, and halta pound of fleſh giben to every 
Souldier a day ; for all the Maes. was conſumed 
three or four days before. - Thus the Souldiers 
kept Soul and Body together , with fo: ſmall an 
allowance of meat and ſome boyled herbs ; for 
the Indians of Patofa were ſent back ſo. ſoon as 
' Proviſions began to be ſcarce, though the poor 
men ſhew'd an, extraordinary defire to ſerve: the” 
Chriſtians in that neceſlity, and a great deal of 
| trouble to leave them, before they ſaw them in 
a good Country. Sunday in the Evening Dan- 
buſco returned, . and told us that he had found a 
lictle Village about twelve or thirteen Leag! 
from the Camp ; which fo, rejoyced the Gover-= 
nour and whole Army,that they ſeemed to be rai- 
ſed from death to life again. Munday the.Six 
and.twentieth:of April, we decamped to; ga to 
that little habitation, by the /zdzans called Aymay, 
and by the- Spaniards the, Village of good Relief. 
The Governour left a Letter. buried at the root 

of one of the Pines in the Camp, and theſe: words 
cut in the bark of the Treg: Dig at; the root of 
this Pine, and you'll find a Leiter. It was to give 
Notice to the other-Captains. who were abroad up- - 
.on diſcovery, what was.become of the Gover- 
-nour, and what way he was gone, The way 
was no otherwiſe ta be known, but by the trees 
and 


————_ 


62 A Relation of the Tnwafion 
and buſhes which Daxhuſco had broken down in 
his paſſage. The Governour being accompani- 
ed with thoſe who Were beſt mounted, arrived at 
the Habitation on | Tueſday, all doing their ut- 
moſt to follow him in rhe march ; fo that ſome 
lay all night two Leagues ſhort of the Village, 
others three or four, according to their courage 
or ſtrength. Tn this habitation we found a Gra- 
nary full' of parched Maes , 'and ſome Maes in 
grain, which was diſtribured by allowances : We 
alſo took four Indians , who conſtantly affirmed 
that rhey knew of no other Habitation, till the 
Governour commanded. one to be burnt alive ; 
then one of them told us, that two dayMourney 
| from thence, there was a Province called Cutifa- 
chiquz. On Tueſday Gallegos, Romo, and Robilho 
Joyned us ; they found the Letter, and had fol- 
lowed"the ra of the Army ; but Lobitholoſt 
two of his men, whoſe horſes could not march: 
The Governour was much offended at that ne- 
BNBENce, -and gave orders to ſearch after them. 
In the mean time he parted for Cxrifachiqui, and 
took three 7rdians by the way , who told him 
That 'the:Lady of that. Country had already had 
Nnotike of the' Chriſtians, and thar. ſhe expeced 
themin one of her Habitations. The Governour 
ſent back*one of theſe three 7»dians to offer the 
Lady his friendſhip, and tell her that he was 
coming'to ſee her.  'So ſoon as kewas in ſight of 
the Village; four Caxoes, in one of which was -_ 
ao Siſter 
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Siſter of. the Cacique' or Queen , came to receive 
him ; and that Iydia» Lady cotning aſhoar, rold 
Him, That her Siſter had ſent her to kiſs his Lord- 
ſhips, hand; and that ſhe did not come her ſelf, 
becauſe. the was taken up in giving orders to 
be ready all, her Canoes for tranſporting the 
Army, and for the reception-of fo great a Ford, 
tow om ſhe had devoted all her Services. The 
Goyernour thanked her ; and foine time after ſhe 
was gone back, the Cacique appeared in a kind of 
Litter, carried by four of the moſt conſiderable 
. of Fhet Yubjects to the water-ſide. 'She wettt into 
a Came Fhich hada Tent in the ſtern ſupported 
by & Lance, with a Carpet and two' Cuſhions on 
which, ſhe fat, accompanied by ſome Indign wo- * 
men ofher Retinue, and many Canoes, with met, 
In. that equipage. ſhe came: to” The other" ide, 
where the Governoir expeted hey, and pane to 
bim:i9 theſe terms. 

"My ft excellent Lord, may all ha pies attend 

Fl wr arrival in this Countr which Clown; 
hough 1 my Ability comes ors of 'p iy W will Wy 
Sirh Fer we render ts wit not with n my Pole fres, nor 
ge merit of fo. powerful ; a Pri Tine ; nevertheleſs, 
FE e Will is mor, "70 be eſtes Wy than all the 
aſures in the World,” f the) 'y be preſented without 
ry Taffer \ your Fordjhip a firm and conſtant good 
will, with my Perſon, E ountry, Subj jets, and Mean 
Services. Having faid fo, ſhe preſented the Go- 


vernour with Mantles and Skins; which were 
brought 
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| brought in the other Canoes, and pulling fromher 


neck a Lace of large valuable Pearls, the put it 
about the Governours, whom ſhe entertained Ve- 
ry pleafantly till a. number of Canoes were,come, 
ſufficient to carry over the "Army : And fo long 
as he ſtayed,in that Village, ſhe.took care toſend 
hims a-great many Pullets daily. That was a 
very pleaſant Country, fruitful and watered With 
a great many Rivers. It. produces but a few 
-buſhes, but Nut-trees arid Mulberty-trees'in a- 
bundance. The 7nd;ans told us, that the Sea Was 
but twodays;journey diſtant. Within a Lgague 
- round. the Village, there were a great many for- 

faken houſes, wherein the graſs grew, whichi'Was 
. 2 ſign..that they bad been a long time uninhabi- 
ted: We were told by the Zedians that the Plague 
had- been the cauſe of ic ; that it had raged in the 
Country two years before our coming , Which 
had obliged the Inhabitants of theſe Villages to 
ſeek. out other Habitations, Jn their Store:hou- 
ſes were {till to-be ſeen a great many Mantles 
made of ſtaff, of the bark of a tree, or of white, 
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green, red, and blew feathers," very convenient 


luion. Boles hel, there were a great hr 
Dears skins rarely .well dyed., and cut into bree- 
cles, .hoſe, and ſhooes.. "Seeing the Caczque ob- 
ſerved.that the Spanzards hi ghly eſt Ports, 
ſhe-bid the Governour ſend,and ſearch in ſome 
"Tombs that were in her Town,,telling him ot 
| ” ' he 
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he would find abundance there ; and that if 
cauſed thoſe allo bf the other Villages to be ſear- 
ched, they. would furniſh Pearls enough to load 
all. the horſes of the Army. The Tombs of the 
Town were indeed ſearched, where we got four- 
teen. buſhels of Pearls ; and the figures of Chil- 
dren and Birds tnade alfo of Pearl. The people 
are tawny; well ſhaped, and. more polite than any; 
we had as yet ſeen in Florida : They all weat 
Cloaths and Breeches after their owti faſhion. 'The 
yaung, ndlan told the Governour that. they bes 
gan to enter into the Country he told him of ; 
and ſeeing there was ſome probability init, he yn- 
derſtanding the Langinge of the Inhabitants, Soo 
ſuffered himſelf to be perſwaded.; which made 
the /rdan deſire of him-that he might. be Bapti-- 
zed, and had-it granted : he was. narhed.Pedrs, 
or Perico ; and the Governour ordered th > Chain 
which he had hitherto carried, tg be abs of 
That Country, according to the relation of the 
taudians, had beenwell peopled ; it was reckaned. 
lentiful ; and probably the Young Indian who 
[4 us thither, might have heard ot-it , thought 
he affirmed that he had ſeen it, having deviſed all 
the reſt of his ſtory according to the beſt of ts 
imagination, We found in the Town a Dagger, 
and fortie Coats of Mail ; whereupon.the ndzans 
told us, that friany years before, the Chriſtians 
had larided in a Port two days journey from 
thence (this was certainly Ay/has, who uadertook 
F "2. *- 
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the Conqueſt of Xorida) that the Governour died 
upon his landing, which had occaſioned great fa- 
ions, diviſions, and ſhughter amongſt the chief 
Gentlemen that had followed him, ev*ry one pre- 
tending 'to the ſupream Command , ſo that at 
length they left the Port and returned to Spain, | 
without difcovering the Country. It was thought 
fit byell that we ſhould ſtop here, and people this 
place; which was fo advantageouſly ſcituated,that 
all theCaptains of ſhips ofnew Spain,Peru;S.Marte, 
and of the Continent , would be over-joy'd to 
come and Trade inthis Port, fince it lay in their 
way to Spain : That the Country was exceedin 
good, and that it might afford a good Trade an 
very confiderable profit. But ſince nothing run 
in the Governours mind but the "Treaſure of 
Atabaliga, and that he hoped to find the like ; 
the fertility of that Country, and the abundance 
of Pearls, could not fatisfie him, though in reality 
a great many of them were worth no leſs than 
Gold; and thoſe which they might have made the 
Iudians fiſh, would have been of another-gueſs va- 
lue, - if the Country had been peopled , becauſe 
they ſpoil their luſtre by piercing them in the fire.” 
Nevertheleſs, though the Governour was much 
preſt to comply in that with the defire of all his 
men, he anſwered, That that Country could not 
ſupply us with Proviſionsenough for one Month ; 
that we could not excuſe our ſelves from going to 


the Port Ocſe,where Maldonado was to wait for us;" 
| : and 


ant Conqueſt of Florida. 67 
and that, in fine, that Country would be always 
open to us, and we might retreat thither if we 
found none richer : 'Fhat-in the mean time the 

- Tadians would ſow their Land, and fo we ſhould 
find Maes. in greater plenty. He always infot- 
4 med himfelf.ot the Zxdians, whether they had net 
| heard talk of ſome great Lord, andrich Country ; 
and the 7rdzans telling him 'that twelve - days 
journey from Catifachiqui, there was a Province 
called Chiaha, ſubject to the Lord of Cofa, he ims+ 
mediately reſolved to go in queſt of that Coun- 
| try; andas he wasa dfy and ſevere man, though 
he took pleaſure to hear the opinions of all, yet 
| ſofoonas he had declared his own, he could not 
_ endure to be contradifted, but did what he judg- 
ed beſt himſelf. Thusall were feign to obey, in» 
ſomuch that though the leaving of this Country 
| appeared to be a great fault ſeeing we could have 
got Proviſions from the Neighbours about, until 
the Zvudians had ſown their Land, and the Maes 
beenripe,' yet none durſt oppoſe the deciſion of 
Soto. * | 
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ſhew'd: ſome; ,ndiflerency. towards 48 «Hay; and 
ſome deſign, of flying without giviug:us' Guides, 
os, [ndiay Servants to,carry: our Baggage: :: :Her 
diſguſt .wes;occafioned by, the. bad-ulagew 

the Indians had-received from ſome of rlis Chih 
ſtjans,;. amongſt whom, as. generally i+all great.: 


Copenh there, werg ſ6me-of, a low-and baſe « 


ind, who: for. a. lictle, jotereſt;.committed:ſheh > 


095,25 cxpoſed them(elyesapd thoſe thatwwere | 
AR ne -Fheſe. broyls;:obhged:; the Govers- 


nour to command the Cacique to be arreſted,” 


and carried away , in a manner unſuitable to the 
kindneſs ſhe had ſhew'd him, and of the recepti- 
on he had had: ſhe was forced to walk on foot 


with her Maids. In the mean time, that ſhe might 


deſerve a little conſideration to be had for her ſtill, 


ſhe cauſe} Indians to come Yut of all the Habita- | 


tions by Which the Governour paſt, to carry the 
Baggage irom one place to another. We 'mar- 
ched 


1 {adians wereupin er95:41hL the\Queen 7 


( 
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: |, + ched anffundred Leagues:in-her 'Fervitories, "and 


cevery-wharo! we. perceived the: inarks:of the rt- 
erence: and: obedience +which-were rendred- to 
Indians. executed- her torders. ©: However, 'Perico 
- told us:thatrſhe was. not the: Lady of the Larid, 
»Þut:the-Cacique's Gatiin:, who had fenr her to 


| | +that Town todo Jiiſtioe:upqh-fothe:Lords-who 


- had-revolted;: but hdhadlofball-inanher-of-ere- 
lit, by*bhe-2 lies: he! had:tdld 3 however, rhe:was 
| born-with, becauſe hewasufefubktoius as an Inter- 
: pretery | Duribg ſevencidays marel;2rill we came 
t9.Chalagee,.. we-paſtiohrouph the inofti wretched 
'(Countryati all' Flonala:;) the Zudians therefeed 
[aft Rodtowhich-rthey ſearch for-in the fielts;' aad 
«Fowl they kill;!- [They areapeaceatlepeople;g0 


| naked; r4hd:iarerextreamilyofeebler: 1their 'CaCiue 
|. «brought thezGovernour twoSragoskingash very 


canſiderable> preſent! Fhereis tuthoplentyof 


| aWwild-Hernsinthar Country, that one: Habication 


- preſentdd+4he Governour! with feves bundred ; 
'and indecedin all (thereft;othey-offerdihim what 
1 they had. /! That» Province'is five tYays: jotitiiey 

diſtant from!the Provdigeof Xualle 3'Tn this'laſt, 
- we found very little Mazs;i;andrhuritnadeusafter 
ofix-days ſtay, to leaveirg? though'both men'and 
- horſes were» both equathy: tixed. | From Oc#ze to 
+ Cutifachiqui;i they reckon an hundred:iand'thyrty 

:Heagues; 'of whnetyfoorfcore are defart ; and from 


Cntifachiquy:.to\ Xualla two hundred and" fifty 


F 3 | through 
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through a mountanous- Country. ' We found . 


ſome very bad ones in our way from: .Xwalla to 
Ozaxule: and whilſt we were upon'the- march, 
the 5Caciqgue of Catifachiqui ſtole away from the 
_ » Indian ſlaves who carried ther, upon pretext of 
: going to do ſome needs im a Wood near the rode; 
- o ſoon as ſhe was there, ſhe fled into the 


thick of the Wood, where-ſhe hid herſelf, ſo that | 


the could notbe4ound. - It was the Governour's 
deſign totake her along with him' to Quzaxule, 
where the Lands of the /ndian Caciques-that paid 


| - her Homage, ended::-:She carried away with her | 


alſo a little Box, which the Irdizns call Petaca, 
i-and whichis made of Canies: That' Box 'was full 


' of unpierced Pearls, which thoſe who 'had. skill | 
- judged . to be of very | great value. An Judian | 


« woman that waited on her carried the Boxzwhich 


[the Goverrnour left in her cuſtody that he might | 
Not afflict; her too much, but with an intention to 
ask it of her when he diſmiſſed her. at Q#axwle. | 


She had a-care not to forget it and went to 


Aualla in company of three flaves who had fled 
. from the: Army, anda Trooper, who being left 


behind fick of a Feaver ; had loſt his way in the 
+ Woods.'\.4/imamos (that was the Troopers name) 
; told ſo many things to theſe ſlaves, that he made 
two of them change: their reſojution and return 


with him to the Governour in the Province of | 


Chiaha: They brought him news that the Ca- 
cigue was at Xualla, with an Irdian the flave of 
| Vaſcon- 
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Paſconceles ; that ſhe would by no means conſent 
to come back with them; and that the /ydizy 
and Cacique liv'd together like man an wife, be-- 
ing reſolved to return to Catifachigui. In five. 


| days we arrived at Quaxule, where the Zrdians 


made a preſent to the Governour of three hun- 


dred Dogs, knowing that the Chriſtians eat the. 


fleſh of them, which theſe people did not. Quz- 
xule was not provided of Maes no more than the 
reſt of the Country that we had paſt ;- which 0- 
bliged the Governour to ſend an 7vdjan to the Ca- 


| | cique of Chiaba, to pray.him to make proviſion 


of ſome Maeggin his Country, where the Army. 
was to refreffior ſomedays. Twodays after on 


. ouF\way to Canaſaqua, the Governour met twen- 


ty Indians all loaded with baskets of Mulberries, 
which they preſented him with; for from Cuti= 
fachiqui all along to this Province, and farther in 
in Florida , there are a great many Mulberry- 
trees, Walnut-trees, and Plum-trees, which grow 
naturally wild .in the fields, but yet as large and 
bear as fair fruit as thoſe which are cultivated 
wigh care in our. Ochards. Leaving Canaſaqua, 
we marched five days througha defart Country ; 
and two Leagues from Chzaha, fifteen Indians 
loaded with Maes met the Governour from the 
Cacique, who told him that their Cacique expeQed 
him with twenty Granaries full of proviſions 
which he offered him , as he alſo did his Perſon, 
Country ,Subje&s, and all rhat he had, - The Go» 

F 4 - vernour 
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vetnour entred Chiahz the Twenty fifth of July, 
where\he was ed efl received by the Cacique, 
who tying madehi 'chis diſcourſe, left his lodg: 
| ihgs for him. 009 © 

PRPMN and Exctllent Ford 77 efithin my Rf fa 
bop to fee that your For raſbip i 75 pleafet”te to'make ufe 

Services, that nothing can gtve me greater ſa- 
Tos 108, ROC be more "ſteemed by 'me. Ci Lord. 
ſhip being at Quaxile, order'd we tq make proviff- 
on in this Town of Macs for two months, and I hive 
Pllettibzemy Granartes with the LPs that coptdl be 


found” FL this C duntty." uk your Lordfh ip Or | 


been received with the. Bonar that 'is 
4 Prince, 1 beguf y you to'configer my 7 
cuſesmy fault, and#tq necept of a 
ay as " ready with # conſtaut Hh zuce! 
hou fervice."' The Goyernvittaſſured him 
ow; his" Prkirade and"affetion. The Indiaws Ie 
elvis 'F wr had 4 erat deal of Butter,” or rat 
Sewer; in 'pots alli ItkeOyl ;” they ſaid it Bey 
BeurgPreaſe **Wefound Walout-Oyt there alfa, 
as Clear a5>the Sewet ;/ and- of a ins oe raſte, 


rho foie 


A which 


with po? of Honey ney, thouph beſdte rafter we 
tound: eats Bee cesgar, Honey in all' 
Town\ſtands' up6f"the branch*of-a River that 
parts-ifto 'tyo'a Crdſs-bow-ſhot'from the place, 
andngitesvgain. n Txaptic bdow- The Tfland or 


LandberWia t the two ap on y_ at moſt two - 
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over the fields on both hands, being ſowef-wirh 
Rice : Seeing all the /»diaxs ſaid in their Habj- 
fations, none but the Governour lodged in the 
Town, and the reſt of the Army encamped abroad 
under the trees, without any order, the Souldiers 
being even at a pretty diſtance from one another. 
The; Governour allowed, or at leaſt connived at 
that diſorder, becauſe the /ndiaxs were peaceable, 
All quiet ; and'to have done otherwiſe , would 
have incommoded us very. much ; for the horſe 
were fo tired out that they were fit for no ſervice, 
_ having had but very little Maes all the way from 
Cutifachiquz, and no leiſure to recruit ſince the 
hardſhip they had ſuſtained in the defart of Ocute: 
And ſeeing a' great many of the Troopers were 
in no condition of fighting, they turned'out their 
horfes into the Paſture-grounds about a quarter of 
a League fromtheCamp. We were very happy 
that 'our weakneſs tempted not the [ndzans to 
fall upon us; for all ofns were but in a bad con- 
dition to make a defence. The Governotrallow- 
ed usa full month to refreſh our ſelves ; and du- 
ring that time, the ground being extraordinary 
good, the horſes grew wonderfully fat.” * When 
he was ready to'march , ſome who puſhed their 
defires beyond the bounds of Reaſon , importu- 
. ned him ſo much that he demanded of the Ca- 
cique” thirty In#iaygwomen for flaves : The Ca- 
cique told him, that he would communicate the 
matter to the chief dans of the Habitation ; 
| þut 
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but before he gave his anſwer, all the /»dzans in 

- one night fles with their Wives and Children, 
The Governour reſolved to-purine them, had 

not the Cacique come to wait upon him ; he told 

him, that he appeared beiore him with a great 

deal of ſhame and confuſion, becauſe that his peo- 


ple being gone, though contrary to his will, he 
| had.followed them without daring to take leave” 


ofhim ; but that being ſenſible of his fault, he 
wascone to deliver himſelf up to him as a faith» 
ful Subje&. ought to do: Thar his Subjes obey- 
ed not him as yet, but his Uncle who: gover» 
ned the Country for him, until he ſhould be of 
Age to manage the Government himſelf : That 
if the Governourchad, a deſign to find them, out 
that he might puniſh them for their diſobedience, 
he offer'd toſerve-himas a guide,. ſeeing he was 
{F unhappy as not to be able to render him o- 
ther ſervices. The Governour at the very inſtant 
ſet out with thirty Horſe, and as many Foot, to 
o0 and find out the revolted 1ndans ; and as he 
preg by the Habitations of the moſt eonſidera- 
le deſerters, he cut down and deſtroyed all the 
Maes they had ſown. He was condufted to a 
River: which formed an Iſland, into which theſe 
people had retreated to avoid the attempts of the 
Horſe: There he ſent 'an [ndian,to bid them 
come back to. their Habitations, aſſuring them 
that he would demand no mofe, but ſome of them 
to carry the Baggape, as all the other POP ng 
ne ; 
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done ; that ſince they had ſo great an eſteem for 
" their women, he deſired none of them. The Z7x- 
dians erabraced theſe propofals, and returned to 
the Town. In #his place the Cacique of Acoſte 
- came to offer his ſervices; and as Soo asked him 
if he knew any rich and fertile Country, he told 
him that Northwards he would find the Pro- 
' vince of Chiſca, where they melted Copper, and - 
another metal of the ſame colour , but much 
more lively and perfe& ; that it was a metal 
' which ſeemed to be more precious than Copper, 
- bur yet was not made uſe of, becauſe it was ſof- 
- ter. This relation agreed with what Soto was 
told in Catifachiqui, where we faw ſome little 
Axes of Copper , which they faid was mingled 
with Gold. But fince to go from that Town to 
Chiſca, there was a defart Country to be paſt, and 
that they told us we ſhould meet with Moun- 
' tains unpaſſable - to the Horſe, the Governour 
.would'nort go to Chiſca by the ſtreight rode, but 

thoight it better to take his way through a peo- 
| pled Country, where the men and hortes might 
tter ſubſiſt; and from whence being fully 
- informed of the truth, he might divert his march 
towards that Province ; he therefore ſent two 
Spaniards with an Interpreter and 7ydians that 
knew the Country to Chiſca, to make diſcoveries 
and bring him back neys at a place which heaf- 


- ſigned them. 
CHAP. 


OS I IP Rr 0 ERIE ——_ TO as art ah dt 
- 


6 4 Relationof the Iuvafior 


—_—_— — _ l a = 
| ——— 5 I % x F; . yy 9 "2 - * R Y " ; "yh 


: 


CHAP: xyt. +: 


Fernando:de Soto eſcapes a pions dheveor 
in the'Town of Acoſte by bis proglence : 
"What hapned to bim pn the. FO, and 

bis arrival at Cola.; ” 


or being x ſolved to go tq Acaſte, JON fon the 
8). Cacigue, 9 Chiaha, and took-his-leave,of him, 
-$1v10g-hum ſome preſents. which, fatisfieg/him, ve« 
Ly.much.. {coſe is even,deys yourney; diſtant 

ram this Town, and-we arrived. there-the ſecond 
ot- "July. The Goyernour. made us encamp;two 
| Croſs-bow-ſhot from the Town, whither hewent 


"With-a guard of. cight perſons: The Carique Xx- 


'prelied a great deal -of kindneſs to him.,, NOut- 
. Ward appearance ; and whil&. they, were 1a dif- 
: courſe together, ſome Foot-faldiers + camg-to-the 


Town to get: ſome Maes; but;Findiog, i it, Was not 


.good, they fell a rifling and pillaging ſome of the 
Tadians houl (es: The /ndravs Nartled-at thatpro- 


; ceeding,. ran ro.Arms, and jome, of them with 


ſlaves and cudgels fell upon;fiygior fxc;ak..the 
moſt inſolent Sou{diers, and banged them ſound- 
ly.. Soto very: well, perceived” the, danger he.hed 
run into ; he ſaw the /Zzdians incenſed, and him- 
ſelfamong(t them with iotew of his men, fo that 


he 
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herefolved toger off'by. a piece of cunning cons 
trarytohis humour, tor he 'was open and! free; 
and diſguiſed his paſſions as little”as any man ; 
beſides that, he could not endure'that any Indi- 
an#hould: be fo bold as to fall foul: upon a Chrilti- 


_ aft- right or wrong ;. but ſincerity"was. out of 


doors at; that time:  He-therefore rook a cudgel 
and-ran'to the aſſiſtance of the /zd/ans in mauling. 
the Chriſtians, which exceedingly re-aſſured thar © 
people ; but at rhe.ſame inſtant he ſent one to 
the Cainp ro orderthe horſe to arm and advance;' 
and having takenitheCacique by the hand, w bom! 
he. entertained very.atfectionately; he inſenſibly 
wheddled:him our of the Town, with a great 
many wdjars more;'runtil he came-to an open 
waycin view of the Camp: There: the Troopers 
advancing in file, withour.any.aign of what they 
intended; environedthe:Cacimuet\and his Indians,” 
whom they:carried:to the Camps where the Go- 
vernour:cauſedthetntabepur into:Prifon ncar to# 
his Tent:z\thenvhe declared-to-them that they” 
ſhould not; budge from\ thence'; until they had 


given him Guides and 7udians for ſervice, and un» . 


ti-ſome ſick Souldiers (ho were: .coming'1n'a 
Canat from: Chiala; und thoſe whom he had fenr 
to Chiſea were arrived. '''Thoſe of Chiſca came 
three days after, 'and told him that 'the ſvdvays 
had led them through ſo barren'a4 Country, and 
over fuch rough Mountains, that/it-was impoſſi- 
ble the Army could march thatway : That fing- 


ing 
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ing the way to be ſo long, and that itwould have 
r 


en up muchtime, they had thought fit tocome 


back again from a little Habitation ,. ſo poor that 


they found nothing fitting for uſe. They brought 


onely with them a Cows hide that the /vdians 
had giventhem, which wasan inch thick, and had - 


hair as ſoft as the wool of an ordinary ſheep, The 
Cacique granted Guides, and 1ydians for ſervice, 
and ſo was ſet at liberty. Jaly the Ninth-the Ar- 
my parted from Acoſte, and marched to Tak: ; 


the Cacique Whereof came to meet the Gover- 


nour, and made him this diſcourſe. 


Moſt excellent Lord and Prince, worthy to be ſer-. 


ved and obeyed by all the Princes of the world, as 
may be judged by the Virtues which at firſt fight ap- 


pear in you. It is not now the firſt time that 1. 


come t0 kuow who you are, and what your power us : 


And I wilknot confider my own meanneſs when I hope. 


that my ſervices may be _— to you', ſeet 

where Power is wanting, yet the Inclination and Will 
may be praiſed and accepted: That's the ireaſon 
which makes me take the boldneſs to beg your Lord- 
ſhip that you would onely. have regard to my defires, 
and think wherein 1 can ſerve you in that Country 


which is your own. The Governour made him - 
the ordinary Compliment , that he was obliged 


to him, and that he would conſider him as his 


own Brother. The Cacique cauſed two days Pro-. 


viſions to be brought to the Army; and at part- 
ing he gave the Governour four /zdian women, 
"7" und 


and Conqueſt of Florida. - 5g 
and two men, whom he needed for carrying of 
his Daggage: ' We marched ſixdays in the Coun- 
fry of the Cacique of Coſa; and indianscame from 
him daily ra Compliment the Governour , who 
at length arrived at Coſa on Saturday the Fif- 
teenth of July ; the Cacique met him two Croſs- 
bow-ſhot out of the Town ; he fat on a Cuſhion, 
and was carried in a kind of Litter upon the 
ſhoulders of four of the moſt conſiderable of his 
Subjects ; his upper Garment was of Martin skins , 
made-in the ſame faſhion as the Ladies Mantles 
are in Spain; on his head he wore a kind of Dja- 
'dem of Feathers ; and ſeveral /rdzans ſung and 
play'd upon Inſtruments round the Charriot : 
He reſpeQfully ſaluted the Governour, and ſpake 


thus to him. 
| Excellent and mighty Lord, above all the Lords 


the Earth, thaugh I come now to receive you, yet 
it is long fince 7 received you in my heart ; and ſince 
the day I came to hear of your Lordſhip, I have had 
ſo great a defire to ſerve you, and it would be ſo plea- 
fant aud ſatisfaftory to me to do ſo, that all I can 
expreſs here, is nothing to what I feel, nor no way 
| comparable to it : This you may be aſſmed of, that 
| the Empire of the whole World would not ſo rejoyce 
me, nor make me in my opinion ſo happy. Expett not 
that I ſhould offer you what is your own ; that's to 
ſay, my Perſon, my Country, and Subjetts. -I will * 
onely make it hy; $-20r7 to command my Servants, 


that with all the care and reſpeft that is due to yon, 
they 
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they: divert you by ſinging and playing upon Iuftrus 
ments till you arrive.in the Town : There your Lord- 
ſhip ſhall be lodged, and ſerved by me and my Sub-, 
jeits, and ſball diſpbſe of.all 7 have, as of that which 
be longs to your ſelf; wherein your Lordſhip will dome 
a ſingular favour: The Goyergour thanked him ; 
and fo they entretl the Town with extraordina- 
ry joy.. The Cacique lodged the Governour and. 
all the Spaniards in the houſes of the chief perſons. | 
of the Town. The Granaries were full of Maes 
and ſmall Beans ; and-the Country was ſo popys. 
lous; that the Villages and fields-ſow'd with Maes | 
touched one another :. It is very pleaſant, becauſe 
of ſeveral little Rivers which make: moſt lovely 
Meadows ; and. in. the fields there are a great: 
many Spaniſh Plum-trees, as well as of thoſe of 
the Country, - with plenty of. Vines upon the 
ſides of the Rivers, whoſe ſtocks rife as high as 
the. trees. There are others diſtant from: the 
Rivers ſide, whoſe ſtock is low, and carry, very. 
large;\weet Grapes; but ſeeing there is no pains | 
taken about them, there ſtones are of an extraor- 
dinary bigneſs, The Governour moſt commonly. 
{et guards over the Caciques to hinder tltem fron 
running away, and. he carried them along with 
him tilk he. was gene out of their JuriſdiQtion, bes. 
cauſe their Subje&s, waited for them in the Villas 

*ges, and furniſhed'Gyides-and /zdiars for ſervice ; 4 
but when he was. about to. enter into another | 
Province, he ſent them back again, as he did like- 
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wiſe the Zrdians who of their own accord carried 


the Baggage, when he was come into the Terri= 


tories of another Cacique that ſupplied him with 
new ones. In the mean time the 7zdians of Coſa 


could not endure that their Cacigue ſhould be 
| Kept under reſtraint ; they made an InſurreCti- 
on and fled into the Woods, not onely thoſe of 


the Town, but alſo the Subje&s of the other /x- 


' dan Cacique's who payed Homage to the Eacique 


of Coſa. Soto ſent four Captains to attack them in 
four ſeveral places: they took feveral /ndian men; 
nay and women alſo, whom they put in Chains 
ſo that theſe people finding how little advantage 


they had by flying, came back and told the Go- 


vernour, that they were ready to ferve him in 
whatever he pleaſed to command; whereupors 
at the entreaty of the Cacique, ſome of the chief 
were ſet at liberty; the reſt were kept as ſhyes by 
thoſe who had taken them, no more to return e- 
gain into their own Country. Nor indeed did 
any of thoſe who were put in Chains ever return 
again, if Fortune and the pains they took neatly 
to file off their Chain, did not reftore them to lis 
berty, or unleſs upon a march through the neglt- 
gence of their guards they ſtraggled away Chain, 
Baggage, andall together, 


$2 A Relation of the Invaſn 


4 E 
— 5 IST 
- 


CHAP. XVI. 
The Gowernour leaves Cola, and goes to 
Taſcaluca. j 


"A euſt the Twentieth we parted from Coſa, 
A after twenty days ſtay there ; and the Go- 


vernour -according to his uſual way, took the 


Cacique along with him as far as the Province of 
Taſcaluca, whither he intended to go, Our firſt 
quarter was at 7allimuchaſe, a place abandoned, 
and next to 7tava depending on Cofa, where we 
 fojourned ſix days, by reaſon that the River 

which paſt by that Village was extream high. 
When the water was little fallen, we continued 


our march to 7//bali, whence ten or twelve 1z- 


dians were come in name of the Caczque, to of- 
fer obedience to the Governour: All of them had 
Bows'and Arrows, with a great many Feathers 
aboutthem ; and they waited on the Governour 
to the Town , which he entred attended by 
twelve Horle, and ſome foot. The [nd;ans were 
_ allin Arms, and the Governour judged by their 
countenance that they had ſome bad defign : we 
were informed afterward,that they were reſolved 
to reſcue the Cacique of Coſa by force from the 
Gavernour, if he had ſeemed to approve their de- 
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Hen : The Governour made the-reſt of his men 


to. march into the Town, which was fenced iti: 
It is a little Town upon a {mall River, vety well 
palliſado'd round, -as all the feſt were which ve 
found farther up in the Cauntry : The Paliſafo 
was of great ftakes driven deep inito the Earth; 
with poles of the bigneſs of ones arm eroſs- Ways; 
both in the outſide and inſide; which were faſtned 
with pins to knit all the work together, that. was 
about the height of a Lance ;. but the Cicique 


was in a Town or the other ſide of the River- 


. Soto ſent forhim, and he came without any feſi= 
ſtance ; ſo that after ſome reciproca} Compli- 


ments, he furniſhed us with »djavs for fervice;. 


whom we ſtood in need. of, and thirty Jada 
women; There we' loſt a Spaniard. called Man 
Cano, of a Noble Family of Salamazxca, who ſtray- 
ed in the Woods whilſt he was a Cooking for 
Grapes, which that. Country produces m. great 
plenty. Leaving that Town, we found another; 
ſubject to the ſame Cacique ; and from' thence 
the Governour went to 7oafi, where wo alſo took 
Trdians for ſervice, and thirty women, Our 
march was commonly five of fix Lea'3ues A days 
in Countri.; inhabited; bit in' the Jefart , we 
marched as far as we could go, tnat We might 
not be ſtreightned in proviſions. . From 7oaff 7 WE 
marched five days in the Territofies of the Ca® 

ts of Talliſe, where we arrived the Eighteenth 


September © This is a - a Town lying apo 
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a very rapid River, on the other fide whereof the 
fields were well cultivated, and covered with 
Maes, which that Country is pltentifully furniſh- 
ed with: But ſeeing the Indians had abandoned 
their Habitations, the Governour ſent word to 
the Cacique that he ſhould come to him ; which 
he did; and after many offers of his Services , 


gave forty Tudians. In this Town one cf the chief 


Indians of Taſcaluca came to ſalute the Gover- 
nour in name of the Cacique, and made him this 
diſcourfe. | 

Moſt mighty and moſt virtuous Lord, the great 
Cacique of Taſcaluca my Maſter , hath ſent me ts 
kiſs your Lordſhips Rd” and to let you k.zow, that 
he 1 informed you gain the affettion of all men by 
your Perfeftions, Power, and Merit ; and that all 
the people of the Countries org? which your Lord- 


ſhip hath paſſed , ſerve and obey you : This he ac= | 


knowledges to be your due, and defires more than 
life it ſelf to ſee you, and ſerve you ; and for that 
reaſos he hath ſent to offer you his Perſon, Country, 
and Subjets. So that when your Lordſhip pleaſes 
to come into his Country, you ſhall there be received, 
ſerved, and obeyed, with all affeftion ; and he craves 
a other reward for the defire he hath to render you 
ſervices, but that you would do him the favour to let 
him know when you'll come; and the ſooner you re- 


#. ſolve to do it, your favour and his joy will be the 


reater. Soto received that Indian very civilly, 


and ſent him back witha preſent of ſome trifles, 
_ which 


25A &Qg Mm: iy aA 29 pu aA o=£a ma uo «A As aA 44k a. wh. & oa as LEI I ” WH PC - 


Wa. FRVv.. i \w mw jt (Þ- 


= » =—WMm—R_ Wm "SD  %# o_ 


and Conqueſt of Florida, © 8s ; 


which he cared not much for, and another more 
conſiderable for the Cacique. He diſmiſſed'the 
Cacique of Coſa, and at Talliſe took as many Indi- 
ans tor ſervice as he ſtood in need of; ſo having 
refreſhed in that place for the ſpace of three weeks, 
he ſet out for Taſcaluca. Our firſt quarter was 
at-Cafifke , and the next in another Town under 
the juriſdiction of Taſcaluca, - from whence we 
went and encamped in a Wood two Leagues 
ſhort of the Reſidence of the Caczque ; Soto ſent 
the., Camp-maſter-General Louis de Meoſcoſo to 

acquaint him with his arrival. He found the Ca. 
cique under a Balcony before his door ; prelently 
a Carpet was ſpread upon an eminent place out 
of doors, with two Cuſhions upon it, one over 
the other, where he fat down, environed with r= 
dians at ſome diſtance from the place where he 
fat ;. thoſe of greateſt quality were next him, 
one of whom to keep the Sun off of him held 
over his head an Umbrello of Bucks-skin of the 
bigneſs of a Buckler , and party-coloured black 
and white, with a St. Azdrew's Groſs in the mid- 
dle; at a diſtance one would have taken it for 
Taftetay, the colours were ſo exceeding good : It 
was very well ſtretched out, and carried upon a 
Lance, being the device or Standard of the Cacique 
in time of War. This Cacique was much feared 
by his Neighbouss and Subjefts,.and commanded 
a very large and well-peopled Country : he was 


ofa very high ſtature, well ſhaped, ſtrong limbs, 
G& 3 and 
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and a well-proportioned body. When the Camps 
Maſter had delivered his Harangue, all the Troo- 
pers of his Retinue made a great many Paſſades 
in the Marker-place, ſpurring their horſes ſome» 
times to the very place where the Caczqgue was, 
which he beheld with a great deal of gravity, ca- 
ſting his eyes onely upon-them now and then in 
a moſt haughty and difdainful-manner. . In the 
mean time the Governour arrived ,' the Cacique 
not. budging out-of his'/place to go and meet 
him; Soto rook+him by'the hand, and both went 
and fat down upon 2 bench under- the Balcony, 
where the Cacizze-ſpake to hinvin theſe terms. \ 

- Mighty Lord; may 'your Lordſhips arrival be at= 
tended with all happineſs ; Tam as well pleaſed to ſee 
you, as if you were a Brother whom I extreamly 1o- 
ved: T need ſay no more as to that, ſeeing it 'is to 
#0 purpoſe to expreſs in many words, what may be 
ſaid in a few, inſomuch'as it is the Will whith gives 
force to Attions, and Attions are the Evidences of © 
Trath. ' As to the Will, you ſhall know'by the fair= 
neſs of my proceeding how fincere mine is. T eſteem 
the favour you have fhew'd me in ſending me a Pre- 
ſent, as much as if deſerves, and eſpecially becauſe it 
2s a" Preſent from'you. Look, now, what it ts you 
would have me ſerve you in.” HA | 
— TheGovern6ar thanked him very civilly, but 
ſet ſpies over him fo\long as he ſtaid in - that 
town ; and when he was 'ready'to'be- gone, he 
zeſolyed, for matiy reaſons, to take him along 
LET with 
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with him, After two days march, we found the 
Town of Pzache upon a great River, where Soto 
demanded Canes of the Indians to carry over 
the Army. They told him that they had none, 
but that they would make rafts of Canes and 
dry wood, which they did in a very ſhort time ; 
and ſeeing the River ran very gently, we paſſed 
over with a great dealof eaſe. Tt is reckoned an 
hundred Leagues from the Port of the Zoly Ghoſt 
to Palache, and that way runs from Faſt to. Weſt; _ 


from Palache to Cutifachiqui there is four hundred 


and thirty Leagues, from South-Weſt to North= 
Eaſt; and from Catifachiqui to Xualla, the way 


is from South to North for the ſpace of two hun= 


dred and fifty Leagues. In fine, from Xua/la to 


| Taſcaluca which arealſo two hundred Leagues di- 


ſtant, one hundred and fourſcore gofrom Eaſt io 
Welt as far a's Coſa, and the reſt from Coſa to Taf- 
caluca from North to South. - When we were gct 
to the other ſide of the River of Pzache, a Spani- 
ard purſuing an Indian woman his ſlave, who had 
run away from him, was loſt in the Woods, being 
either killed or taken by the 7udians; whereup- 
on the Governour told the Caczque, that he muſt 
be accountable for him , threatning to keep him 
in fetters as long as he lived, it the Chriſtian were 
not found. The Cacique ſent one of his nd7ans 


to Maville, a large Town on our way, belonging 


to another Cacique Vaſlal to Taſcaluca-; his pre- 
text was good, for he ſaid he ſent to give him nc» 
G 4 tice 
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tice to prepare Proviſions and Idians of ſervice 
for the Army: But it was apparent enough after- 


wards that that was not his deſign, and that the 


buſineſs of that Meſſenger, was to cauſe the Iydi- 
an Souldiers muſter into a Body, that they might 
fall upon us. We continued our march three 
days, the laſt whereof was through a very popu- 
' Jous Country, and the Eighteenth of Ofober we 
arrived at Maville. Soto had the Van-guard with 
thirty Foot-ſouldiers, and fifteen Horſe. Near 
the Town he met a Souldier whom he had ſent 


to the Cacique, to pray him to ſtay, and likewiſe 


to obſerve the motion of the [»djans ; the Soul- 
dier told the Governour , that they ſeemed to 
have ſome bad deſign, becauſe whilſt he tarried 
at Maville, he had feen a great many Indians in 


Arms enter the Town , and that they labour ed 


withextream diligence in fortifying the Paliſſado 
about the place. Upon this, Moſcoſo told the Go- 
vernour, that the beſt way would be to encamp, 
ſceing the 7zdians appeared not to be ſubmiſſive 
enough : but Soto replied, That he was weary of 
encamping, and that he would go and refreſh 
himſelf in the Town. The Cactque at his entry 
received him wich the ſound of Inſtruments; and 


having offer'd him his Services , preſented him 


with three Mantles of Martin-skins. The Go- 
vernour made his entry in the middle 'betwixt 
two Caciques , followed by eight of his guards, 
and three or tour Troopers, who alighted ro wait 


upon 


_—_ 
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upon him ; ſo he went and fat down under a Bal- 
cony, where the Cacique of Taſcaluca pray'd him 
to leave him in that Town, and not give him the 
trouble of going any farther ; but percejving by 
Soto's diſcourſe, thar it would be hard for him to 
obtain his leave, he changed his deſign ; and pre- 
tending to go ſpeak with ſome Indians, he left the 
Governour ſitting in his place, and went into-a 
houſe, where many /»dijans were aſſembled with 
their Bows and Arrows. The Governour per- 
ceiving that he returned not, called him ſeveral 
times ; and at length the Cacique made anſwer 
haughtily, That he would neither come out of 
that place, nor go any farther ; that if the Gover- 
nour would depart in peace , he might in a good 
time ; but that he muſt not pretend to carry him 
out of his Country and Dominion, 


CH AP. XVIIL 
The Indians riſe againſt the Governour 3 
and what hapned upon it. 


# he haughtineſs of the Cacique made the 
Governour ſenſible that there was a Plot 
laid : He endeavoured to ſweeten him by Civi- 
lities, to which the 7ndian made no anſwer ; on 


the contrary, with a haughty and lighting look 
he 
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he withdrew into a place where the Governour 
could neither ſee him, nor ſpeax wh him : Soto 
ſeeing another Irdian of Quality patiing that way, 
called him to nm, ana bid him affure the Cacique, 
thar hc would give him leaye to be gone when 
and whither he pleaſed, provided he furniſhed 
hin with a Guide, and Zzd:axs for ſervice ; but 
the Zd;an replied, That he would hear no pro- 
poſition ; which obliged Ga/legos to take hold of 
him by the skirt of his Mantle, and the /udzan to 
ſpring away from him, leaving his Mantle in his 
hands. Now ſeeing the. /»dzays,took to their 
Arms, Gal/egos drew his Sword;,.and gave one 
whom he had: taken hold of ſo furious a thirſt, 
that he ran him through the. breaſt ; that blow 
,was the ſignal to the revolt: They came run- 
ning out of their houſes all in fury, ſhooting Ar- 
rows at the Governour and thoſe that were with 
him. Soto ſaw very well, that it he made head 
againſt them ,-there was no probability of eſca- 
ping out of their hands ; and 1f he cauſed his For- 
ces to advance towards the Town, the Indians 
from'thcir houſes where they ſheltred, would kill 
all their horſes, and make a great aughter of 
men ; he therefore thought it beit to run out of 
the Town with all the ſpeed he could ; bur before 
he. could ſave himſelf, he was fain ro be taken up 
two or three times. All that accompanied him 
were dangerouſly wounded, and hve killed upon 
the piace. + The Govyernour, wouaded as he w__ 
crie 
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cried to his men to keep off from the Paliſſado, 
from whence the Zrd;ans ſhot furiouſly ; and as 
the Spaniards retreated, moſt of them running, 
the 1nd;ans fallied out upon them , killing with 
their Arrows all whom they overrook. The 
ſaves who carried the Baggage had unloaded it 


ina place near the Palifſado; ſo that during the 


rout of the Spaniards, the Indians of Malville 
loaded them again with the Baggage ; and lead- 
ing them into che Town, knock'd off the Chains 
they carried , and gave them Bows and Arrows 
fo fight with againſt us. Thus they ſeiz'd all our 
equipage , and even our Pearls ; and ſeeing we 
had marched through a Country that 1n all ap- 
pearance had ſubmitted, many Souldiers had left 


their Arms with the Baggage ; ſo that they fell 


into the Enemies hands,who had, beſides, Swords 
and Halbards which they had ſnatched from thoſe 


- Who entred with the Governour. So ſoon as 


Soto was out of danger, he mounted on horſe-. 
back, and with ſome other Gentlemen on horſe- 
back alſo, turning upon the 1ndiays, he killed 
three with his Lance, which made them retreat 
behind the Paliſſado, where they defended them- 
ſelves, and from whence the braveſt fallied out 
when the horſe were making their Caracol, and 
immediately entred in again fo ſoon as they tur- 
ned upon them. A Monck and Secular Prieſt, 
with/one of the Generals Servants, and an /ad7an 
woman-ſlave;, were ſtill in the Town. The re- 

. volt 
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volt of the. Iudians was ſo ſudden, that they had 
not time to get out, ſo that they were obliged 
to barricado themſelves within the houſe where 
they were , making faſt the door ; and ſeeing 
they had a Sword, the Generals man ſtanding 


behind the door, made thruſts at the /ydians who 


offered to come in ; and the Monk and Prieſt 


laying hold eachof them of a ſtaff, ſtood on each 


ſide to knock down the firft that ſet his foot 
within the houſe. The Ddiaus who faw the 


door ſo well defended , were got upon the roof, 
to make holes 1n it, and to ſhoot them with their. 


Arrows.- When all the Army came 1n ſight of 
Maville, they held a Council to deliberate whe- 
_ ther they ſhould aſſault the /»dians in the Town, 
or onely beſiege them , becauſe the aſſault was 
very dangerous; butat length the aſſault was re- 
ſolved upon in this manner. | 


— 


CHAP. XIX. 


The Gowernour draws up his men, and en- 
ters Maville. 


0to made thoſe who were beſt armed to a- 
light, whom he drew up into four Batalions, 
and marched ſtreight to the Gates of the Town ; 


this being done in ſpight ofthe Indians, their firſt 
care 
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care was to make the Cacique withdraw, telling 
him, as we were informed by ſome ndian ſlaves, 
that in ſuch occaſions a Caczque ſignified no more 
| than another man, and fought onely for one ; 
that in the Town there was a great many /zd;- 
' ans to command, brave and expert Souldiers, 
and that one of them was enough to give the ne- 
ceſſary orders ; that ſeeing the tuccels of a Fight 
depended on Fortune, it would not be known for 
what ſide Viftory would declare, that therefore 
they prayed him to ſecure his Perſon, to the end 
_ thatif they all died in the Battel, as they reſolved 
to die rather than turn their backs, ſome might 
remain alive to govern the Country. The C4- 
' Ccique refuſed to be gone; but they preſſed him 
ſo hard, that at length he left the Town accom- 
panied with fifteen /rdzaxs, carrying with him a 
Scarlet Cloak, and the beſt things he found in 
' the Spaniards Baggage. The Governour being 
informed that 1ndzans were ſeen flying out of the 
Town , fent oft a party of Horſe to make the 
rounds about the circuit of the place, and in eve- 
ry Batalion placed a Souldier with a lighted fire- 
brand, to ſet all on fire, and fo to oblige the /x- 
dians to fight abroad in the ſtreets. Having fo 
ordered all things , they gave the ſignal by a 
Musket-ſhot , and the four Batalions marched 
with extraordinary fury to their ſeveral poſts. 
There was a fearful ſlaughter on both ſides at the 


entry of the Gates ; tor the 1zdians detended 
them 
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them fo valiantly, that they beat our men back 
ſeveral times ; at length the Gates were forced, 
and we mingled pe-me/'with them: The Monk 
and Prieſt were very opportunely relieved, but 
- With the loſs of two brave Souldiers who were 
the firſt who ran to their aſſiſtance. The Fight 
continued ſo long, that the Chriſtians: choaked 
with droughth , went to refreth themſelves in a 
Pool near the Paliſlado,, where they drank as 
much bloud as water ; and ſo returned to the 
Fight. This obliged the Governour, and thoſe 
that were with hinz on horſe-back, to enter the 
Town, where they charged the Enemy fo brisk- 
Iy, that they put the 1z47ans into diſorder, and 
g4ve opportunity to the Souldiers to ſet the-hou- 
ſes on fire. They that thought to fave them- 
ſelves out of the Town, were torced in again by 
the Horſe that made the round ; ſo that deſpair 
giving them freſh ſtrength, they came to blows 
again with the Spaniards : but that way' of fight- 
ing was very diſadvantageous to them ;. for the 
Chriſtians hewed them down with ſo much fury, 
that many of them threw themſelves one upon 
another into the houſes that were on fire, where 
they were ſmuthered and reduced to aſhes ; ſo 
that above two thouſand and five hundred 74d; 
ans periſhed by the fire and ſword, We loſt 
eighteen Chriſtians , amongſt whom were Don 
Carlos the Governours Couſin , and one of his 
Nephews , Fohn de Gomez and Mem Rodriguez , 
botly 
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both Portugueſe, and Fobn Vaſquez de Villeneuve 
of Barcarora, all Gentlemen ot Quality and much 


eſteemed ; the reſt were bur privare Souldiers, 


An hundred and fifty Spanzards were wounded 
in this Action , with ſeven hundred Arrow-jhot ; 
and God permitted that all gf them in a very 
ſhort time were cured of their wounds , though 
they were very dangerous. All our Equipage, 
Linnen, Cloaths, Pearls, and Ornaments tor fay- 
ing of Maſs, were conſumed by the fire, our ment 
having no reſped& to that los, ſince it was far leſs 
than the damage that the 7ndians might have 
doneus by fighting under ſhelter. The Gover- 
nour had advice in that place, that Maldonado 
waited for him in the Port of Ochuſe, which was 
ſeven days journey diſtant ; but he diſcharged 
Ortiz to divulge the news, leſt it might be prejudi= 
cial to his deſigns: For ſince by the fire he had loſt 
the Pearls which he intended to fend to C42, by 
that oftentation to invite men to come over to 


Florida; he reſolved to give no news of himſelf 


until he had diſcovered tome rich Country , that 
he might not diſguſt the Souldiers whom henee- 


ded for compleating his Conqueſt , it they ſaw 


neither Silver, Gold, nor other Riches brought 
from thole places, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 
The Governour leaves Maville to go to 
Chicaſa ; what hapned to him in that 


Journey. 


"Rom the time we landed in Florida, till we 

departed from Mawille, we hadloſt an hun- 
 dred and two Chriſtians, ſome by ſickneſs , and 
others fighting againſt the nd;ans. In confide- 
ration of the wounded, we were obliged to lie en- 
camped three weeks near that Town, in a fruit- 
ful and populous Country ; for befides the fen: 
ced Towns , there were many ſcattered houſes 
all about in the Country, diſtant from one ano- 


ther one or two Croſs:-bow-ſhot at moſt. The | 


Governour finding that the wounded were al- 
moſt cured, decamped on Sunday the Eighteenth 
of November, all the Souldiers having provided 
themſelves of Maes for two days :/ nevertheleſs, 
we ſpent five ina deſart Country, before we -en- 


tred into the Province of Pafatlaysg. We found | 


two Villages Zaliepatave, and Cabuſto', this laſt 


lying upon a great River, the oppoſite ſide where-|. 


of was poſſeſt by the Zdians; they called to us 


that they would knock out the brains of us all,| 


if we were fo bold as to croſs the River -; which 


obliged] 
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obliged Soto to cauſe a great Boat to be built pri- 
vately in; the Woods, that the [ndians might not 
come to know his deſign. It was finithed in 
four days time, and the Governour order'd it to 
be carried down half a League lower on the 
River; there he put on. board thirty. Souldiers 
well armed ; but when the /zdians perceived his 
deſign, thoſe that were neareſt came running to 
defend the paſſage : They made ſome. reſiſtance 
till the. Spanzards landed ; but fo ſoon as they 
marched towards them, the /zdians retreated and 
threw , themſelves into . ſwamps covered with 
Reeds. , The thirty Spaniards mountedon horſe- 
back, and went down along the River, till they 
found a place where the Atmy croſſed over with- 
out. any difficulty. We. found Towns full of 
Maes and dry Peaſe : from thence we marched 
five .days, through a defart Country , until we 
came to a River where the 7dians offered again 
to diſpute us the paſſage. -But Soto. avoiding as 
much as, he could to expoſe his men to. more en- 
gagements,, in two days time cauſed;another Ca- 
oe to be made , and ſent one of his” indians to 
the C2czque to demand peace and his friendſhip : 
'This did not. ſucceed, for, the rd:ans being up, 
maſſacred his Meſſenger before his face ; and has 


. : 


. 'ving done ſo, retir'd with loud ſhouts. . So that 
the paſſage being free, we went to Chicaſa the 
| Eighteen h of December.: It was.a little Village, 
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vernour was obliged to paſs the Winter, becauſe 

it ſnowed, and the cold was already ſo ſharp, that 

the Army ſuffered extreamly in the Camp, before 

they could find out means to make houſes. This 

Country was well peopled, and full of ſcattered 

houſes in the fields, like to thoſe of Maville : We 
found abundance of Maes there, moſt part where- 
of was ſtill upon the ground, fo that we had e- 
nough for the whole Winter-Quarter. We took 
ſome 7rdzans, and amongſt others one who was 
much conſidered by the Caciqae, and who per- 
ſwaded the Governour to ſend word to the Ca- 
cique , that he deſired'to ſee him, and to treat 
with him. The Caczqye complied , arid came to 
the Governour , offering him his Country and 
Subjefts, and promiſing to bring two, Caciques 
more ; who came, indeed, ſome days after very 
well accompanied. The one was called 4/;ma- 
», and the other Nicaluſa « They preſented Soto 
with an hundred and fifty Rabbets; ſome Mantles 


and Skins. The Cacique of Chicaſa came often 


ro viſitthe Governour, who ſometimes ſent for 


him, and lent him a horſe to go and come to the 


Camp. This /rdian complamed to him'of one 
of his Vaſials who had revolted , demanding aſli- 


ftance againſt that Rebel , whom he intended to 


puniſh ; which was a meer ſham to make us di- 
,, VideourForces, that fo he.might attack us ſepa- 
ately. However, the 'Governour granted him 
that aſſiſtance; and when the Cacique came with 
| Two 
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| two hundred [»djans in Arms, he accompanied 
him with thirty Horſe, and fourfcore Foot. They 
marched rogether to Saquechuma , which was the 
Place of Refidence of the Tadiah whom the Cas 
cigue pretended to be revolted: that Village was 
abandoned, and the Indians of Chicaſa ſet fire to 
it, the better to diſguiſe their Treachery ; but 
the good order which the - Governour obſerved 
on the march ; being always upon his guard as 
well againſt the Indians who accompanied him, 
as againſt the Enemy ; and the care that was ta- 
ken to fortifie the Camp, hindred them from at 
tempting any thing againft us. Soto upon his 
return from that Expedition, entertained the Ca- 
tiqueand the chief of his Subjes at a Feaſt,where 
he gave them Pork to eat, which they had never 
taſted before, and which to them ſeemed fo deli- 
cious meat , that from that day forward the 7- 
3 came every night to certain houſes a Croſs- 
 bow-ſhot from the Camp; to ſteal and Kill the 
Pigs that were there. Seeing they had , in this 
| manner, carried ſome away, guards were placed 
| cowatchthem, who ſurprized three Zudians, two 
of which the Governour ordered to be ſhot to' 
death with Arrows ; the third had his hands cur 
| off, and was in that condition ſent back to the 
.Cacique, who pretended to be much troubled that 
they had been'o inſolent, as'to meddle with any 
thing that belonged to the Governour ; he _ 


that it rejoyced him' to ſee that they were bY: 
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ſhed as they had deſerved. Helived retired into 
a Country-houſe. half a League from the Camp, 
whither tour Horſe-men went one day without 
leave: Theſe were Francis Oſorio , Reynoſo a Ser- 
vant to the Marqueſs of Aſtorga, a Page and 4 
Palet de Chamber of the Governours, called Rz- 
beyra, and Fuentez, They brought away ſome 
Skins and Mantles by force, which fo offended 
the Zndians, that they left their Houſes. Soto be- 
ing informed of that violence, cauſed them to be 
apprehended, and condemned Oſorio and Fuentes 
to.death, as being the Ringleaders of the enter- 
prize, and confiſcated the Goods of all the four: 


All the Church-men and chiefof the Army beg'd- 
Oſorio's life, and ſome mitigation of the Sentence, | 
- but he was inflexible ; ſo that the Criminals 


were going to be led to the Market-place to have 
their heads ſtruck off, when ſome :dzavs came 
from the Cacique, to make their Complaints to 
the Governour. The coming -of the [nd:ans 
which ſhould have haſtned their death, was that 


which faved their lives ; for 0rtzz put on by Gal- 


tegos, and ſome other perſons of Quality, cunning- 
ly. turned the ſence of their diſcourſe, faying to. 


the Governour, that the Caczque had been infor- 


med that theſe men were apprehended upon his 


. account, that nevertheleſs they were not guilty, 


ſince they had not offended him; and that if he 
would do him a favour, he would ſet them at li- 


--;xty, Onthe other hand he aſſured the /yd7ars, 
"x "—_ "2" Thar | 
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"That they who had wronged them were Priſo- 
ners ; and that the Governour would puniſh 
them in ſuch a manner as ſhould ſerve for an ex- 
ample to all others. So the Governour pardoned 
the men ; and being reſolved to leave Chicaſa in 
March, he demanded Indians for ſervice from the - 
Cacique. The Cacique made anſwer, That he 
would propoſe rhe matter to the moſt conſide- 
_rabke of his SubjeRs ; and ſeeing the anſwer was 
long a coming, Soto went to pay him a viſit on 
Wedneſday the Eighth of March. He preſſed 
him again to furniſh him with Z:dzaxs, whom the 
other promiſed to ſend next day : Nevertheleſs, 
the Governour obſerved that he was a hatching 
ſome miſchief, and ordered Meoſcoſo to keepa good 
guard all night, which he neglected. The Go- 
vernours obſervation was but too well grounded ; 
for about midnight the Zudzans in four Batalions 
came.to attack us in four ſeveral places at once ; 
and fo ſoon as they perceived that they were diſ- 
coyered, they beat a Drum, which ſerved them 
for a ſignal ; and with fearful ſhouts broke into 
the Camp at the ſame time that our Out-guards 
retreated thither ; nay , ſcarely had thoſe who 
were in the Village heard the noife ofthe Enemy, 
- when one half of the houſes were already all on 
fire. Three Troopers were that night upon the 
Pedelte, two of which were of low birth, and the 
leaſt eſteemed ofany in the Army; the third was 
a Couſin of the Governours, who till that day. 

I 3 had 
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had preſerved the reputation . of . being ſtout.s 


nevertheleſs, on this occaſion he behaved himſelf 
as cowardly as his Companions , running, away 
With them without ſo much as once running a 
Lance; fo that the 7ydiang entred without any 
oppoſition, and ſet all on fire, waiting for the 
Chriſtians abroad, who came out of doors in dil- 
order without having leiſure to arm themſelves ; 
for being for moſt part as yet overwhelm'd with 
ſleep, and blinded with the ſmoak , they knew 
not where to find their Arms, nor how to faddle 
their horſes ; nor could they ſee the /udians that 
pierced them with their Arrows. Several hories 


were burnt in the Stables, none eſcaping but fuch . 
as broke their halters , and faved themſelves in - 


the ſtreets : So terrible was the diſorder, that 
every one thought of flying without making 
head againſt the Enemy ; bur God who onely 
chaſtizes his Servants to corre&, and not to de- 
{troy them, and who holds them in his hand in 
their greateſt neceſſities, and amidſt the moſt 
frighttul dangers, ſo blinded the 7ndians that 
they perceived not our diſorder, but imagined 
that the horſes which ran about the ſtreets, were 
Squadrons drawing up to charge them. In the 
mean time there was none but the Governour 
that could get on horſeback; who followed by a 
Souldier called Tapia, ſpurred up againſt the Ene- 
my ; Soto with the thruſt of a Lance killed the 
firſt Indian he met, but ſeeing in the general ſur- 
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prizeand conſternation care enough had not been 
taken to girt his horſe, the violence of the tilt 
threw him off, with the ſaddle betwixthis legs. 
The rumour of the danger the Governour was 
in, ſpread immediately, which obliged a great 
many that were leaving the Village to go hide 
themſelves in the Woods, to rally again and come 
to his aſſiſtance. And ſeeing it was ſtill night, 
and that the 7ydians ſtill imagined that the hor- 
ſes which they heard running, were coming to 
fall upon them, they gave ground, and abando- 
ned the Town, leaving onely one of their number 
dead upon the place, who was killed by the Go- 
vernours own hand. The Village was wholly 
burnt down, and a woman that followed her 
Husband periſhed in the flames, who having got 
out of the houſe with him , went back again to 
fave ſome Pearls which ſhe had preſerved ; but 
when ſhe thought of getting out a ſecond time, 


-the fire was at the door before her, ſo that neither 


her Husband nor any body elſe could faye her 


life. Three Chriſtians more were ſo ſpoilt by 


the fire, that one of them died three days after, 
and the other two were for a long while unable 
to go, but forced to be carried a-bed in a kind of 
Litter born by Irdians. Twelve Chriſtians died 
on this occaſion, with fifty horſes and four hun- 
dred hogs which wereburnt. All that we ſav«d 
from the fire of Maville, was conſumed in this: 
ſeveral who had not the time to take their Caſ- 
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| ſocks were reduced to their ſingle Doublets, ſo 
that they ſuftered much by the cold which was 
very ſharp ; and though we made great fires, 
yet we ſpent whole nights without ſleep, becauſe 
we were broiled on one fide, when we froze on 
the other. For avoiding that inconvenience, a 
Souldier, inyented coverlets made of two Matts 
of withered graſs faſtned togerher ; they laid 
theſe. coverlets one over and the other under - 
them, This invention was laughed at at firſt, 
þut at length the laughers themſelves thought 
themſelves happy when they could make uſe of 
them. We were in ſo great diſorder, and ſo de- 
ſtitute of. arms and ſaddles which were conſumed 
by the fire, that had the /zdzazs aſſaulted us once 
more, they might eaſily have defeated us. Soto 
thought fir to-remove the Camp from the place 
where it was, to the houſe where the Caczque held 
his Reſidence, and where we found Aſh-trees 
which we made into as good Lances as thoſe. of 
Biſcaye. We found means alſo to make ſaddles ; 
ſo that in eight days time the Troopers were in a 
condition of doing ſerviceagain, 
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CHAP. XXII. 
The Indians return to attack the Spaniards, 
and are beat off. The Gowernour goeth 
to Alimamu, and the Indians zz arms ex- 


pet him on the way. | 
WW E had already encamped eight days wirh- 


in half a League of our former Quarter, 

and had made a Forge to dreſs and new -temper 
our Swords that had been ſpoiled by the fire ; 
our Bucklers, Saddles, and Lances, being likewiſe 
fit for ſervice, when on Wedneſday the Fifteenth 
day of March, 1541. the Indians came to attack 
us 4 little before day. They were divided into 
three Batalions ; but ſeeing our paſt danger had 
taught us wit, the Sentinels did their duty, and 
gave the allarm in good time : The Governour 
and Troopers were on horſeback in an inſtant. 
He divided them into three Squadrons : and ha- 
ving provided for the guard of the Camp, char- 
ged the ndians lo furiouſly that they could not 
{tandit. Seeing the ground favoured the Horſe, 
and that it was already day, we might have had 
a ſufficient revenge on the 7ndzans tor their for- 
mer aſſault, had it not been for a Monk that fell 
a crying with all his force very unſeaſonably, 
To the Camp, to the Camp : At that cry the Go- 
vernour and his men haſtned thither, and gave 
rhe 


r06 A Relationof the Invaſion | 


the 7»dians time to ſave themſelves, leaving one- 
ly forty of their number dead upon the place : 


Some were taken , -whom the Governour asked 
about the Country that was further before. us, 


and on the Twenty fifth of Apri/ we went to 
Alimamu ; it was a ſmall Village, where we found 
but little Maes. In the mean time, the Arm 

being to march ſeven days through a defart 
Country , Soto ſent out three Captains three ſe- 
'veral ways to ſeek proviſions. Danhuſco, who 


went with fifteen Horſe and forty Foot the way 


that the Army was to march, met with a ſtrong 
Palifſado, where the Id;ans waited for us. He 
faw them walking with their Arms behind the 
Paliſſado,having their bodies almoſt all over pain- 
ted with various cojours,as black,white,blew,and 
red, laid on in ſtreaks, ſo that they ſeemed to be 

in Doublet and Breeches ; fome had feathers on 
their heads, others horns, and their faces made 
black, with the circuit of their eyes died red, 


that they might appear -more terrible. So 


ſoon as they ſaw the Spanzard's approaching, they 
fell a ſhouting, and with their Drums beating 
came out to receive them. Danhuſco thought 
| beſt to retreat to an open field within a Croſs- 
bow-ſhot of their Paliſlado : he drew up his Foot 
with their Croſs-bows and Bucklers before the 
Horſe, to ſave his horſes from being wounded, 
and ſo made head againſt the Indzans, who allied 


out by ſevens or eights in company, to skirmiſh. 


They 
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| tacked the Paliſſado in four bodies. The /ndzans 
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They kindled a great fire to the Spaniards view, 
_ .and tookan /udianby the head and feet , makin 
as if they caſt him into the fire, after they ha 
knocked him on the head with a great club, to 
ſhew the Chriſtians that they muſt expe@ to be 
treated in the ſame manner. Danhsſco ſent off 
three Troopers to carry the news to the Gover- 
nour, who immediately advanced, and reſolved to 
beat them from that poſt ; ſaying, that if that 
were not done, they would take the boldneſs to 
attack us, when they might do us greater preju- 
dice. The Horſe alighted by his orders, and at- 


made a very good defence , till we came up to 
the Paliſlado ; but charging them then briskly, 
they ran for it over alittle River which they had 
at their back, and defended the paſſage with 
whole flights of Arrows ; where ſeeing we could 
find no foard for the Horſe , we were obliged to 
retreat. There were but three /rd7ans killed, and 
many Spaniards wounded, of whom fifteen died 
ſome days after. This loſs made the Governours 
Conduct be blamed in that he had not got the 
nature of the ground which was on the other ſide 
of the River viewed, and a paſlage found before 
| he artacked the Iydians. Becaule the hopes they 
had of making good their retreat that way, if 
they chanced to be beaten, made them obſtinately 
maintain the fight, defend themſelves , and anoy 
the Chriſtians, without running great risk. 
F | CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


The Governour goes to Quizquiz, and from 
thence to Riogrande. 


T* Hough during three days ſpace ſome little 


quantity of Maes had been brought to the 


Army, and that the wounded wanted reſt, yet 
the Souldiers who ſuffered very much had {till 


more need of vittuals ; fo that the Governour . |: 


was obliged to decamp to go to Qu7zquiz, and 
marched ſeven days through a deſart Country 
full of ſwamps and woods ; but where there was 
{tl horſe-way, unleſs in ſome few places where 
they were put to ſwim. The 7udians of Quizquiz 
had no intelligence of our march, ſo that we took 
thein all in their houſes, and amongſt the reſt the 
Cacique's Mother. Soto ſent him word by an 
Iadian, that if he would come to him, which he 
might dowith all ſafety, he would reſtore to him 
his Mother and all his Subje&ts. To which the 
Cacique made anſwer, That he ſhould firſt de- 


liver his Mother and the other Priſoners , and - 


then he would come and wait on him. Seeing 
the Souldiers were tired 'out and heartleſs for 
want of viduals, and the horſes alſo in bad 
caſe , Soto reſolved to give the Priſoners their li- 

berty, 
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| berty, to ſee if by that means he could oblige 
the Cacique to let him alone in peace; he there- 
fore ſent home the Cacique's Mother, and all the 
reſt that were taken, having 1n very. obliging 
words expreſſed the great deſire he had of hving 
in peace with them, Next day when the-Gover- 
nour expected the Cacique, we law a great many 
armed dians, coming with a deſign to attack 
us : all immediately armed ; which the /adians 
obſerving, retreated to the ſide of a River out of 
the reach of ſhor. They conſulted together about 
half an hour, and then ſix of the chief of them 
- advanced towards the Camp. They told the 
| Governour that they were come to ſee what kind 
of men they were whom. he commanded ; that 
they had learnt from their Anceſtors that a white 
people ſhould come and conquer their Country, 
and that therefore they would go and tell their 
Cacique, that he ſhould come and offer his ſervices 
to the Governour ; ſo having preſented him with 
ſix or ſeven Skins, and as many Mantles, they re- 
turned with all the other 7ndians that waited on 
them. In the mean time the Caczque came not, ., 
nor did he ſend -us any more news of him ; but 
there being, no great ſtore of Maes in the Town, - 
the Governour made us march to another about 
halfa League from Riogrande, or the great River ; 
there we tound as much Maes as we needed, and 
Soto went to view the River ; he found on the . 
ſides of it a great deal of Timber fit for Tung 
O 
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of Boats, andan advantageous place forthe Army 


to encamp in, which he ordered to advance. We 
patcht up ſome houſes in haſte in a ſmooth level 

round, about a Croſs-bow-fhot from the River, 
and thicher we brought all the Maes that was in 
the Villages through which we paſt, Imintedi- 
ately we tell to prepare the wood that was neceſ- 
fary for the Boats ; and whilſt we were employ'd 
about that work , ſome 7ndians defcending the 
River, came aſhoar, and told the Govetnour that 
they were the Subje&s of a great Cacigue called 
Aquixo, who commanded a great many people 


in a very large Country on the other ſide of the. 


River ; That they were corne in his Name to ac- 
quaint his Lordſhip that their Maſter would 
come to-morrow and wait upon hin. The Ez 
eique did, indeed, come, followed by two hundred 
Canoes full of armed /rdians, painted after their 
way, and adorned with feathers of all colours, ha- 
ving ſhields in their hands wherewith they cove- 
red the Rowers ; the reſt with their Bows and 
Arrows ſtood fore and after in the Canoe. The 
Cacique's Canoe had a Pavillion in the poop, under 
which he fat ; there were others alfo trimmed up 
in the fame manner for the chief rdians , who 
ſitting under their Pavillions, gave their orders to 
thoſe who guided the Canoe. Fhey put them- 


ſelves in, order, and advanced within a ſtones; 


throw of the River - fide; from' thence the 
Cacique ſpake to the Governour who ſtood on 
the 
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the ſhoar well attended, and told him, That he 
was come to offer him his ſervices,and aſſure him 
of his obedience , becauſe he had been informed 
 thathe was the moſt Potent Lord of the whole 

Earth. Soto thanked him, and prayed him to 
come aſhoar, where they might diſcourſe more 
commodiouſly together ; to which the Z7rdiax 
made no anſwer, but ordred three Canoes to put 
in, which were loaded with fiſh, and bread made 
of paſte of Prunes, or of the kernels of that fruir, 
and of theſhape and bigneſs of a tile. The Go- 
vernour accepted the Preſent, and importuned the 
Cacique to come aſhoar, But ſeeing the deſign of 
the Id;ans was onely to watch for an occaſion to 
ſarprize us, when they perceived.that the Gover- 
nour had put his men into very good order, they 
ſtood off from the ſhoar,and at the ſame time the 
| Croſs-bow-men, who were all in a readineſs, ſhot 
at them with loud ſhouting , and made five or 
fix to fall. They retired in very . good order, 
covered with their ſhields, and no man leaving his 
Oar,though he ſaw his Companion fall by his ſide. 
They handed ſeveral times afterwards to attack 
us, but ſo ſoon as we charged them, they haſtned 
back to their Canoes, It was a very pleaſant ſight 
to ſee them in their Canoes, which were moſt 
neatly made, and very large, with their Pavilli- 
, ons, Feathers, Shields, and Standards, that looked 
lhke a Fleet of Galleys. In the mean time our 
four Boats being finiſhed in thirty days —_ the 
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Governour choſe three of them , Which three {| 


hours before day he manned with twelve Troo- 
pers of tried Courage, who he was certain would 
die rather thanturn their backs to their Enemies. 
Each Canoe contained four, defended by Croſs-' 
bow-men, with good Rowers to carry them over 
to the other fide of the River. John Guzman who 
commanded' Maldonado's Company , was in the 
other Boat with his men :; and becttiſe the cur- 
rent of the water was very ſwift , he made then 
_ goa quarter of a League higher than tlie place 
\ Where we encamped ; fo they paſſed over and 
landed juft over-againſt the Camp. When they 
were within two ſtones throw of the ſhoar, the | 
Troopers took the water on horſeback, and lan. 

ded in a place where the fand was firm : Finding |: 
no Enemies there, they eaſily Tanded, and made | 
themſelves maſters of the paſſage. The Boats ! 
immediately returried back to the other ſide 


where the Governour was , who paſt over with |} 


the whole Army two hoursbefore Sun-ſet. The 
River in that place was half a League over, ſo. 
that a man could not be diſtinguiſhed from one 
ſide to the other ; it was very deep and yery ra- 
pid, and being always full of trees and timber 
that was carried down by theforce of the ſtream, 
the water was thick and 'very muddy.It abounded 
with fiſh, moſt of which differed much from thoſe 
that are taken inthe Rivers of Spain, as we ſhall 
etl you hereafter. I. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


The Governour goes from thence to Caſqui, 
and from thence to Pacaha , .where, be, 
finds a Country different from the other- 


parts of Florida. 
WW we had paſſed that River the great 
eſt of all Florida, the Army marched a 


League and a half to a Town in the Province of 


 Aquixo; the Indians had abandoned it, neverthe- 


lets the Caczque ſent thirty to learn intelligence of 
our march and deſign. As ſoon as they appeared 
in ſight of the Camp , the Horſe made towards 


them, and the Zzdians diſperſed and fled; but the 


Country being open and level, they were ſo hot- 
ly purſued, that two of them were killed, and fit 
teen taken, who were brought to the Governour. 
He had ſent a Captain with Souldiers to bring 
our Boats up to this Town which ſtood upon the 
River ; but ſeeing the courſe of it was nok 
{treight, and that it behoved us to turn a great 
many reaches before we could get to the Camp, 
the /adians who were acquainted with all the tur- 
nings and windings, and expert in that Naviga- 
tion, many times attacked the' Boats, and redu- 
ced us to great extremities ; for ' we durſt not 
ven: - 
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venture out into the ſtream which was too rapid, 
and ſtanding in to the ſhoar, they skulked by the 
River-ſide and ſhot at us. No fooner was the 
Governour got: to the Town, but he ſent off all 
the Croſs-bow-men , . who came very ſeaſonably 
to our aſliſtance. When the Boats were come to 
the Town, *he cauſed them to be broken up, and 
all the Iron-work to be kept for other occaſions. 
TheArmy reſted a night in t his Town,and parted 
next day to go into the Province of Pacaha,which 
according to the relation of the /rdians, bordered 


upon the Country of Chiſca, where that Metal 


was found which 'the Governour took to be 
Gold. On our march we found ſeveral great 
Villages abandoned by the Indians; nevertherlelſs, 
we took ſome, who told the Governour, That 
three days journey from the. place where we 
were, he would find a powerful Cacique , called 
Caſqui: 'This made him haſten our march to a 
little River, which we croſſed upon a bridge; but 
ſeeing the waters were out, the men marched till 
Sun-ſet up to the middle in water. At length 
weſaw dry land to our great fatisfattion, becauſe 
we feared. we ſhould have been forced to paſs the 
whole night in the water ; and our joy hereupon 
adding to our ſtrength, next day about noon we 
found the firſt habitation of the Province of Caſ- 
qui. The Indians expeted us not , which coſt 
many of them their dear liberty. That Village 
weplundered, with another balta League _ 
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whither the Horſe had advanced. ' "The Land of 
this Country was the higheſt, drieſt, and evene: 
of any that we had found before we came to the 
great River ; the fields were covered with Nut- 
trees, whoſe fruit was of the fhape of an Acorn, 
and we found ſtore of them every-where in- the 
houſes, . which the dians had laid up for their 
Proviſions : Theſe Walnut-trees differed nothing; 
from thoſe. of Spaiz , nor. from thoſe. which we 


had ſeen elfewhere in. that Country,” but that 


their leaves were ſomewhat ſmaller. We found al- 
ſo a great mariy Mulberry-trees,and-Plum-trees, 
whereof ſome bore red Plums like thoſe of Spazn, 
and others Plums of a violet-colour , bone 
from ours,. but of a far better taſte. All theſe 
Trees were fair; and of as:good a growthas thoſe 
which are raiſed with care in Gardens and Or- 


. Chards; for the Land yields but few ruſhes and 


buſhes. The Army 1marched two days in this 
Province of Caſqui, before we came to the place 
where the Caczque uſually refided ; and the 
Country upon the Rode: was fo populous, thar 


one of their Villages was as big as two. or three 


inthe other Provinces. The Governour ſent an 
Indian to acquaint the Cacique that he was com- 
ing toſee him, to deſire his friendſhip, and to 
treat him as his own Brother. To which the 
Cacique anſwered, That he ſhould be welcome, 
and that he would joyfully comply. with whatſo- 
ever he ſhould pleaſe to enjoyn him. He added 

| E-3 | to 


to his wordsa Preſent of Skins; Mantles,and Fiſh ; 


6 that after*theſe teſtimonies of mutual friends. 


_ ſhip; the Zdians forſfook no more the Villages 

through which we paſt, but in all places received 
the Army with gladneſs, and offer d the Gover- 
nour Fiſh, Mantles, arid other preſents. The 
Catique came out of his Town half a'League to- 
meet the * General, and ſpake to him_ in theſe 
Ran D219 5 fag 


Lord, may yoar Lorſhips coming be happy. As ſoon 


as'T was informed of your Lordſhips Power and great 
ualities, though upon your. entry into my Country 
you killed my Subjetts, and made them ſlaves , ne- 


vertheleſs I reſolved to conform my will to yours, 


. and to approve wee IeT N08 do, ſeeing Tam wholly 
at your ſervice ; for I thought you muff have had 
juſt reaſon to do ſa, upon good conſiderations, which 
are hid from me, but are known to your Lordſhip ; 
fince an evil may ſometimes be permitted, for avoid- 
ing a greater evil, and for obtaining a good. I am 
- to think' it will prove ſo, becauſe it would be to 

eclare againſt reaſon, to be perſwaded that the Ge- 
nerofity of ſo excellent a Prince does allow him to con- 
ſent to any injuſtice, T have ſo little power to do 
your Lordſhip ſervice, that unleſs you have ſome re- 

Jpef to my Will, which 3s diſpoſed to obey you in all 
things, 1 can deſerve but very little at your hands : 
But if it be reaſonable that ſome value ſhould be put 
upon afincere Will, accept of it with. my Perſon, 
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Conntry, aud Subjedts, to be diſpoſed of At your plea- 
'Jare, fie were I maſter of the whoje World, I could 
© not have a greater inclination to recetve and ſerve 


your Lordſhip. Soto made anſwer to this diſcourſe 


"very civilly in few words, and then they entred 
into a Conference, wherein the Caczque very-obljs 
gingly offer'd the Governour his houſe to lodge 
1n ; buthe excuſed himſelf that he might keep 
the peace, ſaying, That fince the weather was 
fair and pleaſant , he had rather lie 1n' a_Camp. 
So the Camp was pitched under trees a, quarter 
of a League from the Town. The Cacique re» 
turned to the Town, and. ſome time after came 
back with ſeveral rdians ſinging ; ſo ſoon as 
they came into the Governours preſence , they 
all fell to the ground, and the Cacique made a 
diſcourſe to him, whereof, ſhall onely relate the 
ſubſtance and ſabje&t. They brought with them 
two blind zdians, whom the Caczque-preſented 
before him; ſaying, That ſince he was the-Son of 
the Sun, and ſo poweriul a Lord., he begg'd it of 
him asa fingular favour that he would cure thoſe 
two blind men, who at that inſtant role up, and 
earneſtly beſought Soo to reſtore to them their 
ſight. He told them that the Maſter whom he 


| ſerved, and who was above in the Heaven which, 


they ſaw, had alone the power to cyre them, and 
to grant them ' beſides all that they demanded ; 
that he was the Lord who made the Heavens, 
the Earth, and Men, whom he had formed accor- 
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| "ding t to his.own Image and likeneſs : That he had 
"been v willing to ſuffer death upon the Croſs for 

NEL of Mankind, and that the third day 
he roſe again from the dead, having ſuffer'd 
death as' man ;-but that as God his Nature was 
immortal : "That" he had aſcended up into Hea- 
'ven, «where his arms were. open ; to receive all 
thoſe that applied themſelves to him. He then 
commanded a very high Croſs ro be made, which 
was ſetupin a riſing place of the Town , telling 
the Indiays that the Chriſtians rendred it honour 
in remembrance of what JESUS CHRIST 
had ſuffered upon it for. them. After the Gover- 
nour and all the Spaniards had rendred their re- 
ſpecs before the Croſs on their knees, the Indz- 
ans did the like ; and Soo told them; that they 
ſhould continue to honour and adore it, and de- 
mand of that Lord who, was in Heaven, all that 
they might ſtand inineed of. After that , Soro 
Sea: himſelf of the Cacigue how, far it was 
from that Town to Pacaha ; he told him that it 
was a days journey , and that at. the utmoſt 
bounds of his Country, there was a Lake which 


made +a kind of a Gulf in the great River 1nto. 


which it fell ; adding, that he would fend 1nd+- 
ans to' build a Bridge for the paſſage of the Ar- 
my. The day we parted from Caſqui: we came 
to a Village of that Province, where we laid all 
night, and'next day we cameto the Lake, which 


was rapid, deep, and halt a Croſs-bow-ſhot over. 
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The dias had made an end of the Bridge when 
the Governour came : It was made of pieces of 
Timber in form; of poſts laid upon trees driven 
into.the Lake; and on the: one. hand they left a 
rank of ſtakes which-ſtood-up higher than-the 
Bridge for thoſe that paſt to hold by. The Cacique 
of Caſqui came to us in this place with his Zndzans 
in Arms ; and the Governour ſent an Zz4jan to 


tell the Caczque of Pacaha, that though he was 
Enemy to the Caczque of Caſgur who was with 


him, yet if he would ſtay for our coming in 
peace, he ſhould have no-injury done him ; and 
that if he granted him his friendſhip, he would 
treat him as his Brother. The Governours Mef- 
ſenger brought'back word , that the Cacique had 
with contempt reje&ted theOffers that were made 
him, and that he fled with all his Subjets beyond 
the Town. Sofo took all his Horſe to go and 
purſue them, and many of them were taken in a 
Village a quarter of a League off. They were 
delivered into the hands of the [ndzans of Caſquz, 
who led them to the Town with much gladneſs, 
becauſe they were Enemies; but it vexed them 


exceedingly that they were not ſuffered to maſſa- 


cre them. Jn this laſt habitation we found ſeve= 
ral Mantles, with the skins of Stags, Lions, and 
Bears, beſides a great many Cats skins : And ſee- 
ing the Souldiers. were very ill cloathed , they 
ſoon found the means of Apparrelling themſelves 
therewith. Of the Mantles they made cloſe- 
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bodied Coats, Caſſocks, and alſo Waſte-coats ; 
which they lined with Cats skins as well as their 
upper Coats ; and the Stags'8kins they cut into 
Breeches, Doublets, and Shoes: the Bears skins 
ſerved [to make good-Cloaks; becauſe no water 
pierced 'them. We found alſo in that Fown 
Bucklers: of the raw hides of Cows, which the 
Troopers made uſeof for their defence. 


CHAP. XXIV. 


The Cacique of Pacaha comes and offers 


bis ſervice : : Caſqui withdraws , but 
.. comes again to excuſe himſelf. The Go- 


+cvernonr makes them friends. 

Edneſday. the Nineteenth of Fune the Go- 
To vernour entred the Town of Pacaha, 
andlodged in the Carique's houſe, which was very 
large, and fortified with a Palifſado and Turrets, 
wherein holes were made to ſhoot through. The 
Town was provided with old Maes , the fields 
covered with green, and in the compaſs of a 
League abaut the 'Town, there were a great ma- 
ny other very large ones, «and all fortified. The 
Town where wequartered had a great Lake near 
1ts encloſure, the water whereof fell into'a ditch 
drawn round the ſame cloſe or fence , which en- 
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compaſſed it almoſt all round : And the, ndjans 


had alſo made a Canal from the great River to 


the Lake ; by that means the River-fiſh came 


into it in great plenty, and the Cacique uſually dis 


verted himſelf at fiſhing, . What quantity ſoever 
were taken, they were never miſſed, as we tried 


it with Nets that were in the Town. . Seyeral 


Lakes thereabouts were BAY whit as well furni- 


; ſhed, but they were a ſofter kind of fiſh, than the 


fiſh that came from the River, and nothing near 
ſo good : they all differed from the fiſh of Spain. 


The fiſh which they call Bagres, is of an extraor- 
dinary ſhape ; the head of it is one third of its 


bulk, and about its fins and belly it hath great 
bones as ſharp as a needle. Thoſe which we took: 
in the Lake were about the bigneſs of a large 
Pike ; but in the great River there were ſome 
that weighed from an hundred to an hundred 
and fifty pound weight, of which many were 
catched with the Hook. There are other fiſh 
that reſemble a Barbel, and others again a Carp, 
with ſcales like a Roach, but of a colour fome- 
what browner ; theſe they eſteemed moſt, We 
caught another ſort of fiſh allo, called Pexe-palla, 
the Palat-fiſh ; the head of it is covered with a 
kind of an elbow-hood, - the upper point whereof 
is ſhaped like a Palet or Lingel ; others again re- 
ſemble the Aloſe, and all had fcaies except the 
Bagres and Palat-fiſh. The [ndians ſometimes 
caught fiſh as big as a hog, which they _ 
exe 
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Pexe perco, and had ſeveral ranks of teeth above 
and below, The Cacique of Caſui ſent the Ga- 
vernour. Preſents often, and told him one day 
that he would deliver up to him: the Cacique of 
Patacha.. He went 'to Caſqui,, from whence he 
ſent up-a great many Canoes by water, and came 
himſelf by land attended by ſeveral of, his Sub- 
jects. Soto led them himſelf, accompanied with 
forty Horſe, and ſixty Foot, to a place where the 
Indians in the Canoes diſcovered Pacaha and his 
men, who were retreated into a little Iſle. Five 
Spaniards went in a Cance under the Command 


of Don Antonio Oſorio , ro view the Indians of | 


Pacaha, and judge what number 'of men they 
might be: They were about five or fix thouſand, 
who taking all thoſe that came in the Canoes for 
Spaniards, were ſo frighted that the Cacique and 
Tudians, who were in three Canoes , fled to the 
other ſide of the River , and the reſt caſt thetn- 
ſelves into the water with fo much fear and preci- 
pitation, that though they could ſwim, yet many 
of them were drowned , eſpecially Women and 
Children. The Governour who was on ſhoar not 
knowing what hapned on Don. Antonio's ſide, 
put on board the Caves of Caſgui Souldiers to, 
80 into the Iſland , where they arrived at the 
fame time Don Antonio did, and took ſeveral. /r- 
dians, men and women, with a great deal of boo- 
ty. Theſe Indians had loaded much of their 
Goods 1 in Paniers of Canes "_ floats, to carry 

them 
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them to the other ſide ; but fear making them 


forfake them, the floats carried down by the cur- 
—rent of the water , fell into the hands of Caſquz's 


| . men, who filled their Canoes with them ; and 
fearing that the Spaniards might take their booty 
| -fromthem, went away (with their Caczque) with- 
. out taking leave of the Governour. Soto was 


extreamly incenſed at that, and returned imme- 
diately to Pacaha, from whence he made an in- 
curſion into the Territories of Caſquz , and- took 
twenty or thirty /1dzans; having done fo, he re- 


{ turned to the Town , becauſe the horſes were 


quite weary, but with a refolution to go and at- 


I tack Caſqaz within four days. He ſet at liberty 
| a Subject of Pacaha, and ſent him to tell his Ca- 
1 c:que, that he deſired to be his friend, that he 
| ſhould come to him, and that they ſhould go to- 


gether and make War againſt Caſquz. Pacaha 
unmediately ſent back ſeveral Indians, who 


|| brought one with them whom they called the 


Cacique ; but the cheat was diſcovered by one of 
Pacaha's Brothers who was Priſoner. The Go- 


| vernour told theſe Znd7ans that they ſhould bring 


their Maſter, fince he knew very well that he 
who uſurped his Name was not , and that no re- 
ſolution could be taken, unleſs they took their 


| meaſures together. So that the Caczgae came ac- 


companied with many of his Subjects, and made 
the uſual Preſent to the Governour : This he ſe- 


conded by a very fine diſcourſe, which he m—_— 
ed, 
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. "ded, That though his Lordſhip-had done him fo 

" many injuries in waſting his Country, and ki lin ing 
* his'Subjefts, without atry proyocation ever given 
by him, yet he could not forbear to be his moſt 
humble Servant. Soto ſet his Brother andthe 
moſt conſiderable of his SubjeRts at liberty; and 
the fame day the Cacique of Cafſqui ſent an Indian 
-toaſſure the Governour , that Kis Maſter 'wonld 
come next day and beg his pardon for the fault 
he had committed in retiring without his leave. 


Towhich he made anſwer, That if the Cacique | 


"did not come in perſon, he himſelf would ferch 
him, and puniſh him as he deſerved. Caſqui fail- 

ed hot to come, and began with a preſent of 
Mantles, Skins,and Fiſh, beſides one of his Daugh- 
ters whom he offered to Soro, ſaying that it was 
his greateſt ambition to Alke his Bloud with fo 
great a Lord,and that for that end he had brought 
his Daughter , whom he prayed him to take tor 
Wife; thereupon he made a very long and judt- 
cious ſpeech, full of the praiſes of the Governour, 
and concluded by ' begging his pardon for the 
fake of that Croſs which he had left, in that he 
had gone away without his orders, being aſha- 

med at what his Subje&s had done without his 
conſent. Soto aniwered that he had chofen a very 
good Patron ; and that it he had not come to ex- 
cuſe himſelf, he reſolved to have gone and put 
Im, his Subjects, and Country, to fire and ſword; 


To which the /ndjan replicd :* My Lord, 7 and my 
Subs 


1 


—— 


F 
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Subjets are yours, aud my Country belongs to you,;in 
doing .ſo then you. would have deſtroyed your own « 
Country, and killed your Subjetts;. as for my ſelf, 7 


am teady to accept of any thing from your hands, whe 


ther it be puniſhment or favour : What T have at> 
ready received from: you in leaving me the Croſs, is 


the greateſt benefit that can be beſtowed, and much 


above my deſerts; for all our Maes had been burnt 


up by an extraordinary drought, had not TI and my 
Subjedts.on our knees before the Croſs row for 
Rain, whereupon our miſery preſently ceaſed. The 
Governour after that, reſolved to put an end to 
the differences that were betwixt him andPacgha, 
and made them both dine with him. The two 
Cacique's had a new conteſt, which of them ſhould- 
take the Governours right hand; but he agreed 
them, ſaying, That amongſt Chriſtians there was 
no diſtin&tion made betwixt the right and left 
hand, as to the place of hononr, that they ſhould 
do the like, ſeeing they were with him, and that 
every one ſhould take his place as it tell, In the 
mean time he ſent thirty Horſe and fifty Foot- 
Souldiers towards the Province of Calaca, to find 
out a way from thence into theProvince of Chiſca, 
where the /udians had told him there were Cop- 
per-Mines, and Mines of that Metal which res 
embled Gold. Theſe Souldiers marched ſeven 


ays through a defart Country, and returned 
uite ſpent , . having eaten nothing but green 
Alumsand Maes inthe blade, whichthey had found 

| in 


-. moſt Preſents to the Governour. 
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ina-wretched Habitation of ſeven or eight houſes. } 


Arid indeed the 1»dians told the Governour, that 


- farther Northwards the Country was for" the 


moſt part unpeopled becauſe of the cold ; and 
that the Cows were in ſo great numbers, that the 
people could not preſerve their 'Corn for them, 
but that they lived on the fleſh of thoſe beaſts. 
Soto finding that that Northern Country was ſo 


barren and poor, asked the 'Zndians whereabouts 


he might find a well-peopled Country ; and they 


told him;that they had knowledge of a great Pro-' , 


vince towards theSouth,called Quzgate,which was 
abundantly furniſhed with all forts of Proviſions. 
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Soto goes in ſearch of the Province of 
Quigate, from whence he goes to-Cali- 
goa, and thence to Cayas. 


f gs Army lay in Quarters of refreſhment 
& for the ſpace of torty days at Pacaha, 
where the two Caciques ſtrove who ſhould make 
| When he was 
about to depart, Pacaha gave him his two Siſters, 


 faying, That they were the pledges of his Aﬀe- 


tion, and that he prayed him to marry them, 
to the end he might always think of him : The 


One 


0D) man WW, Too 


there, returned home. 
_ched towards Quigate , where we arrived the 
Fourth of Auguſt ; the Cacique ſent a Preſent of 


and Conqueſt of Florida. 
one was called Macanoche, and the other Mochifa, 
both handſome and well ſhaped, eſpecially Maca- 
noche, who had very good features, a pleaſant 
countenance, and a majeſtick air ; the other was 
fomewhat more unpoliſhed. The Cacique of 
Caſqui cauſed the Bridge to be repaired, and the 
Army returned through its Country to its former 
Camp, near the Caczque's Town , who brought 
from thence plenty of fiſh , and two Indian wo- 


men, whom he trucked for ' a couple of ſhirts : 


From thence we parted and paſſed by two o- 
rher Towns of the Province of Caſquz ; and ſeeing 
the laſt lay upon a River, he ſent for Canoes to 
carry us over, and having taken leave of Soto 
From thence we mar- 


Mantles and Skins, bur durſt not tarry in his 
Town. This was the greateſt Town that we 
had ſeen in all Florida, infomuch that the Gover- 


- nour and all his people took up but one half of 


it: But Soto knowing that the 7ndiaxs dealt not 
ſincerely, he cauſed the other half to be burnt, 
for fear it might ſerve the Enemies for an en- 
trenchment , trom whence they might anoy us 
under cover ; and gave the horſe orders to be in 
a readineſs to beat them off in caſe of an attack. 


At length an 7zdzan came to the Town very well 
accompanied , and gave it out that he was the 


Cacique ; which obliged the Governour to ſet 
guards 
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grtiards over him to obſerve him. In the mean 
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tine, many Z:dians brought Mantles and Skins ; 
but when they found no opportunity of putting 
their bad deſigns in execution, the Mock-Caciqze 
coming, one day with the Governour out of. his 
houſe, ran away ſo ſwiftly, that no Chriſtian was, 
able to overtake him, and threw himſelf into a 


River which he ſwam over, whilſt a great many 


Indians on the other ſide ſhot at our men , and* 
made terrible ſhouts 
ately croſſed the River to charge them , but they. 
ſtaid not for his coming ; and as he was in pur- 
ſuit of them, he found a Town abandoned, and a 


little farther a Lake which the Horſe could not 


paſs. Several Inud;au womenappeared 'on the 0- 


ther ſide of the Lake, which made the Governour 1 


ſend over the Foot, who took theſe women and: 


2 great deal of Baggage. Soto returned to the | 
Camp, where the fame night the Scouts took a j 
Spie ; the Governour asked him if he could guide | 


him to the place where the Cacique was gone, and 
the Zndian promiſed todo it:Whereupon Soto took 
thirty Horſe, and fifty Foot, and marched to find 
the Cacique ; after a day and a halts march a 
Souldier met him in a very thick Wood, and not 


knowing him, cut him in the head with a ſword, | 


which made the poor /ndian cry out that he was 
the Caczque, and begg'd that they would not. kill 
him ; ſo he was taken,with an hundred and forty 


where 


The Governour immedi- 


of his Sabjects, whom Soto brought to Quzgate, | 


: 
5 
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where he told the: Caciqze that he muſt ſend for 
Indians to ſerve the Chriſtians: But having ex+ 
pected ſome days, and none coming, he ſent out 
two Captains with Horſe and Foot So the two 
ſides of the River, who took ſeveral /ydians men 
and women. 'They found thenthat theycould get 
nothing by their Rebellion bur loſs; ſo they ſub- 
mitted to the Goverhour, and came to receive his 
orders , bringing with them Mantles and Fiſh. 
The Caciqze and his two Wives were kept under 
a guard ot Halbardiers in the Governour's houſe, 
whilſt $070 inform'd himſelf daily of the nature 
of the Country whither he intended to march the 
Army; and he-learnt of the Cacique that going 
down the River towards the South , the Coun- 
try was very populous, and governed by very 
Powerful Caczques ; and that towards the North- 
Weſt was the Province of Caligoa at the foot of 
_ the mountains, The Governour and all the 
principal Officers, imagining that we ſhould find 
a Country beyond theſe mountains of another 
quality than that where they were, and which 
might produce Gold or Silver, refolved to go to 
Coligoa. Qugare as well as Caſqui and Pacaha 
lie in a flat Country, of-a fat and truittul foil, and 
amongſt little Rivers that form fields, where the 
Inhabitants ſow a great deal of Maes'; from Taſ- 
caluca to the great River, we reckoned three hun- 
dred Leagues, and all that Country is low, full 
of Lakes and Swamps ; and from Pacaha to Qui- 
A gare 
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gate it is ſix ſcore Leagues. Soto left the Cacique 
of this laſt Province in his Town, and marched 
under the condutt of an 72dan, that led us for 
ſeven days through a deſart Country continual- 
ly a-crofs the Woods, where no way was to be 


fund; but .that which incommoded us moſt, 


was, that that Country was in a manner nothing 
but a Mariſh, where we were oblig'd to ſleep a- 
midſt water. It was indecd very low, and 10 full 
of fiſh, that we killed them with our ſticks; and 


when our /ndian ſlaves ſtirred onely the water 


and made it muddy, they came up to the brim 


as ifthey had been giddy and ſftunn'd , ſo that 
they took as many as they pleaſed with their 
hands. The people of Co/igoa had no intelli« 


gence of our march, and were ſo ſurprized to ſee 


us in the firſt Town, that they threw themſelves 


in a crowd into a little River that paſt by that, 
Habitation ; but ſeeing the Chriſtians came on 
both the ſides, many of them were taken with 
their Wives, and the Cacique himſelf. Three 
days after, the chief of his Subje&ts came to wait 
on the Governour , with Mantles , Stags skins, 
and Cows hides, which they preſented him with : 


They told us, that five or fix Leagues from 


thence Northwards , there were. great herds of 
theſe Cows, but that the Country was not much 


inbabited becauſe of the cold ; and that they knew 
no Province more plentiful and' better peopled' 
than that ol Cayas towards the South. From, 


Qu 


- no long ſtay, b 
fook the Cacigy 
a Guide towards 
was four days Journey diſtang. 
there, and found the Habitations a 


from another in the Co 


ing 
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ving aſſured him that it was a very populous 
Country, he imagined that he had pur a trick up- 
on him ; he threatned him ſharply, asking what 
place they were in ; but the Caczque and all the 
Indians affirmed conſtantly that we were in the 
Province of Cayas, that that was the beſt and moſt 
populous Town of all the Province ; and that 
though the Habitations were ſcattered in- that 
manner, yet there were many Inhabitants, and 
large fields ſowed with Maes. That Town was ' 
called Zanico, and weencamped in the pleaſanteſt 
Place on the River-ſide ; the Governour advan- 
ced a League farther with his Horfe,and met with 
no xdians, but a great many Skins which the 
Cacique had left as a. ſign that he was not our 
Enemy, tor that's the cuſtom in that Country. 


Aw 


CHAP. XXVI. 


The Gowernour goes to ſee the Province of 
Tulla 3 what happens to bin upon the 
way. 


He Army reſted a Month in the Province 

of Cayas ; during which time our horſes 

grew fo fat, that they never were in fo good 
caie ſince the beginning of our Expedition : The 
Maes there being excellent good, and the ſtraw 
better, 
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better , they cat 'a great deal of it without any 
danger ; but the water of a Lake contributed al- 


- ſo much to the fatning of them , which was fo 


good and wholeſome, that they could not get 
their bellies tall on't, and fatned them to the 
eye. We had had no Salt till we came to that 
place, where a great deal was made, and where 


| the Souldiers did not forget to make Proviſion : 


Indians trade in it with their Neighbours , and 
barter it for Mantles and Skins. They make ir 
in cakes along the River-ſide, which leavesa great . 
deal upon the fand when it overflows; and fee- 
ing they cannot make theſe cakes ſo long as it is 
mixed with'the ſand, they put altogether into 
baskets that are made for the purpoſe wide above 
and narrow below, which they hang in the air: 
upon a pole, and throw water upon the ſand that 
drops down into a veſlel ſet under the basket, 
which afterwards they boyl; and the water be- 
ing evaporated, the Salt remains at the bottom 
of the pot. There was a great deal of Maes 
ſowed in the fields tpon the ſides of the River : 
But the [udjans were atraid to appear ; at length 
ſome ventured to come near the Camp, and were 
called to by the Souldiers, which gave them the 
boldneſs to croſs the River, and come to ſee the 
Governour attended by his Souldiers. Soto ask- 
ed them news of their Cacique; they told him that 
he deſired to live in peace with him, but that he 
was afraid tq preſent -himſelf, The Governour 
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ſent him word that he might come ſecurely , and 
that if be would ſhew hinelf to be his friend , he 
 ſhouldgive him Guides and an Interpreter ; 0- 
therwiſe that he would come and find him our, 
which would be to his-ruine. Soto waited three 
days tor his Anſwer, and ſeeing he came not, he 


went himſelf and took him with an hundred and 


fiiry of his Subje&s: Soto put the ordinary que- 
ſtions to him, If he knew of any good Country, 
and any great Lord 2 The /ndian made anſwer; 
That the beſt Country thereabouts was the Pro- 
vince of 7ul/a, a day and a halts journey diſtant 
towards the South ; that he would give him a 


Guide to condu& him, but that he could not fur- 


niſh him with an Interpreter , becauſe the Lan=- © * 


guage of the Indians of Tulla diftered much from 
the Language of his Subjeas; and that ſeeing 
his Predeceſlors and he had always been in War 
with the Caczques of that Province, they had no 
communication together, and underſtood not one 
another, - Upon that information, the Governour 
ſet out with ſome Horſe and fifty Foot-ſouldiers, 
to ſee if he could paſs through 7ulla with the 
Army ; but ſo. ſoon as they had intelligence of 
his march, . the whole Country roſe ; and when 
fifteen or twenty adians were got together, they 
fet upon the Governour-; but being paid off by 
the Horſe, they got up to the roof of the houſes, 
ſhooting Arrows trom thence; and though they 
were driven from one poſt, yet they .got upon a- 
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nother, and attacked the Spanzards on all hands 
That way of fighting laſted fo long, that the hor- 
ſes could not make one ſtep forwards : they kil- 
led one, and wounded ſome Chriſtians, leaving 
fifteen of their own upon the place. We could not 
take any but about forty women and children ; 
for the Zndzans that fought had no quarter given 
them, if they were taken : But the Governour 
fearing they might gather together in greater 


. bodies, reſolved to come back to the Camp at 


Cayas, and parted at night, keeping oft of the 
high-way that he might diſappoint the /dzans. 
Next day he came to the Camp, where he ſtaid 


threedays, and then with all the Army ſet out 


upon his march to 7«//a. He took the Cacique 
along with him ; but amongſt all his Subjedts 
there was not one to be found who underſtood 
the Language of the »dians of Tulla. Afﬀeer 
three days march we came to a Town abando- 
ned; in the mean time, as ſoon as the Indians 
knew that we wereentred into theirCountry,they 
came to attack us a little before day,in two bodies, 
and armed with Arrows and Poles after the man- 
ner of Pikes. So ſoon as they were diſcovered, 
we betook our ſelves to our Arms, and broke 


out upon them, to the loſs of a great many men 


on their ſide, and onely a few Souldiers and Hor- 
ſes wounded on ours. Soto choſe out fix of the 
chief Zydianrs from amongſt the Prifoners whom 


he had taken, and having cauſed their right hand 
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2nd noſe to be cut oft, he ſent them back to the 
Cacique to tell him, That if he -obeyed not his 
Grders, he would find lim out, and uſe him and 
all his after the ſame manner ; which he made 
them comprehend by ſigns the beſt way he could 
for fault of an” Interpreter. Before three days 
2c over, an [udian laden with Cow-hides, came 
and caſt iumſclt at the Governours feet, weeping, 
and ihewing all the {igns of an extream ſorrow. 
Soto took him up, and the Indian madea long dil 
courſe which no body underſtood : They made 
him conceive by ſigns, that the Governour would 
have the Cacique to come,and that heſhould bri 
with him an Interpreter who underſtood the Lan- 
euage of the 1ndians of Cayas. Next day three 
Tadians more loaded as the firſt was came to the 
Camp,and three days atter rwenty.others,amongſt 
whom there was one Who underſtood the Lan- 
guage of Caygs. He made a long diſcourſe full 
of reaſons to excuſe the Caczque, and expreſſions in 
Praiſe of the Governour , and concluded with a 
proteſtation, that he and all the other 7nd;ans 
were come on behalf of the Caczgue to receive the 
Governours Commands, and promiſe him Obe- 
dience. Nothing rejoyced Soto and all the Spa- 
»iards more than that Interpreter , ſeeing with- 
out knowing the Language, 1t was very difficu}t 
to proceed any farther in Florida. Soto ordered 
him tobe kept with a great deal of care, and told 
the other /ydjans that they might return to thezr 
: Cacique, 
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Cacique , and aſſure him that he pardoned all 


' -that waspaſt, and that he took his Preſents atid 


. 


| 


amd 


Interpreter very kindly ; that he would be very 
glad to ſee him, and that he might come next 


day. At length the Cacique came, attended by 


fourſcore 1adians, who all entred the Camp weep- 
Ing bitterly, as a ſign of their repentance and ſub- 
miſſion,according to the cuſtom of rhat Country. 
They brought with them a conſiderable Preſent of 
ſeveral! Cows hides, which were very convenient 
againft the cold in that Country, becauſe they 

made a good furr, the hair of them being as ſoft 

as ſheeps-wool. Theſe Cows are to be found in 

very great numbers to the Northwards of this 
Province, but we ſaw none of them alive, beauſe 

that Country is barren, and almoſt a defart. The 

Cacique of Tulla made a ſpeech to the Governour 

in his own excuſe, and offered him his Perſon 

and all that he poſſeſſed. And here it is to be 

obſerved, that this Caczque and all the reſt, as 
alſo all their Envoys,expreſled themſelves in their 

own Language, as elegantly as the moſt polite 

Orator could do in his, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 


The Governour goes from Talla to Auti- 
 amque, where be ſpends the Winter- 


Ouarter. 


Oro having enquired into the nature of the 
Countries about Tulla , was informed that 
rhe Country to the Weſt had nothing but ſeparate 
Habitations ; but-that betwixt Eaſt and South, 
he would meet with large Towns, eſpecially 
in the Province of Aztiamque, ten days journey 
diſtant from 7ulla , which might make about 
fourſcore Leagues, and that that Country was ex- 
traordinary fruitful in Maes. Secing Winter drew 
on, and that the rain' and ſnow would hinder 
our march for two or three Months, the Gover: 
nour was apprehenſive that we could hardly find 
proviſions in theſe Habitations fo remote from 
one another ; and beſides, the 7ud7ans ſaid that 
near to Autiamque they ſaw a great Lake, and ac- 
cording as they-talkt of it, we had ground to be- 
lieve it might be an arm of the Sea. The Gover= 
nour was very deſirous to ſend advice to Cuba, 
and to get from thence a ſupply of men and hor- 
ſes, becauſe it was already three years that nei- 
ther his Wite nor any body elle had heard what 
was 


] 
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was become of him ; nay beſides, he had alrea- 
dy loſt two hundred and fifty of his Souldiers, 
and an hundred and forty Horſes: All theſe 
reaſons concurring, made him determine to 
pitch upon the Province of Autiamque tor his 
Winter-Q»arters, and to ſearch tor ſome Sea-Port 
in the Spring : His deſign was to have two Bri-" 
gantines buiit there, which he would ſend one to 
Cuba and the other to. New-Spazy, to the end that 
if one of them ſhould miſcarry, the other might 
carry news of him to one or the other of theſe two 
Provinces. He hoped to make new Levies with 
the money that he had at the Havana, and carry 
off his diſcoveriessWeſtwards, having not as yet 
proceeded fo far as thoſe "places where Cabeſa de 


; Pacca had been; He ſent back the two Caciques 


of 7u/la and Cayas, and began his march towards 
the Province of Autiamgque: after five days travel- 
ling over very rough mountains, we found an ha- 
bitation called Quzpana, where we could not take 
any [adiaxs, the Eountry being too cloſe for the 
horſe ; however, that Village being ſeated a- 
mongſt mountains, we laid an Ambuſcade, and 
caught two Indjans : They told us that Autiam- 
que was ſix days journey oft, and that to the 
South we would find another. Province called 
Guahate, very plentiful in Maes, and extreamly 
well 'peopled, But the Province of Autiamgue 
being the neareſt, Soto continued his marchzand 
came to the Town of Anoixi, A Captain mar- 
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ching in the front of the Army with fifty Foot 
and thirty Horſe, ſurprized the /ndians, who ex- 
peed no ſuch thing as the ſeeing of us there, 

and took a great many Priſoners of both Sexes : - 
Twodaysatter, we found the Habitation of Ca- 
tamaya, where weencamped without the Town. 
Two Jzdians pretending to be ſent from the Ca- 
cique, cameto obſerve our Countenance; and the 
Governour told them, that they ſhould go and 
bid the Caczgue come to him , without any fear 
of violence; but they came back no more, and 
we had no more news of them. The day. fol- 
lowing the Chriſtians entred the Town , which 
was forſaken by the Tzdiang; there they ok 
what Maes they ſtood in need of, and without 
longer ſtay in that place, we went and paſt the 
night in a Wood, that the next day we might 
reach Autiamque : In this Town we found a 
great deal of Maes in Granaries, ſmall Beans, 
Nuts,. and Prunes, and all in great plenty ; and 
we took ſome [ndians that had ſtaid to pack up 
their Baggage, for the women were already con- 
veyed away to places of ſecurity : That's a' 
Champion Country, and very well peopled. 
The Governour pitched the Camp 1n the place 
molt inhabited, bur ar a diſtance from the houſes, 
to avoid the fire that the ndzans might put to 
them, and ordered it to be fortified with a Paliſſa- 
do of Wood : The ground was meaſured out by 
paces, that every one might work in that fortifi- 
Cation 


f 
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cation according to the nun;ber of ſlaves he had : 
the /ud;ans brought the Timber , and the enclo- 
ſure was finiſhed in three days with high and 
_ great piles of Wood driven deep into the ground, 
and faſtned with good croſs pieces. The River 
of Cayas piſt by this Town , which- was very 
large. Some Jrudians came from the Cacique 
bringing Mantles and Hides; and another lame 
Cacique of the Town of 7ieriquaque , and Vaſlal 
to Autiamgue, frequently viſited the Governour, 
giving him many preſents ; however, the Cacique 
of Autiamque appeared not , but onely ſent to 
know of Soto how long he intefided to ſojourn in 
that place : When ' he came to underſtand that 
he was to be his gueſt, for above three days he 
ſent him no more 7zd:ans nor Preſerits, and was 
the cauſe alſo that the lame Caczque withdrew for 
| good and ajl. Several parties were {cnt out, who 
took a great many Indians of both Sexes, and 
amongſt the reſt the lame Cacigue ; but the Go- 
vernour having reipe& to the ſervices which he 
had rendred him, onely checkt him a little, and 
then gave him his liberty, ordering him two /x= 
dians to carry him home upon their ſhoulders. 
Autiamgue, whoſe ſole deſign was to drive us 
out of his Country, ſent out ſeveral Spies, one of 
which coming in the night-time to the gate of 
the Camp, was diſcovered by the Sentinel, who 

ave him a thruſt with his Sword that made 


him fall ; he was brought to the Governour, bur 
expired 


; 
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expired before any thing could be got out of him. 
The night following, Soto being willing to keep 
his men in a readineſs, cauſed a talſe allarm to be 
given by a Souldier, who cried that he ſaw the /x-. 
dians. He had made uſe of this firatagem-in.0- 
ther places , when he obſerved any negligence in 
the guards, or in thoſe that were our upon duty : 
and he very ſeverely chid thoſe who delayed to 
come totheir Colours; ſo that all ſtrove who ſhould 
be firſt at their duty, Weſtaid three months at 
Autiamque, having, plenty of proviſions, as Maes, 
ſmall Beans, Nuts, dried Prunes, and Rabbets, 
which we had notas yet learned the way of catch» 
1ng, till we came to this place, where the ndzans 
ſhew'd us how they took them in ſnares ; and 
this was by a ſmall ſtring with a running nooſe 
faſtned toa ſtick in the ground, into which the. 
Rabbet running its head , hanged it ſelf by the 
neck; and that it might nor gnaw the ſtring, 
it. was put through a little cane. A great many 
were taken ſo among the green Maes, eſpecially 
when it froze and ſnowed. The ſnow kept us 
a whole month within the Town, ſo that we could 


Not go/ abroad : But ſeeing -we began to. be,in 


want of wood, the Governour with allthe horſe- 
men. mounted on horſeback, and riding often to 
and again, pathed a way to a Wood dittant from 
the Camp two Croſs-bow-{hot, whirther the Foot 
went and cut fewel. Inthe mean time,our 1d7e 
ans who had-their chains taken off, catched Rab- 
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bets in their Snares, or ſhot them with their Ar- 
rows. There were two ſorts of theſe Rabbets, 
\ ſome like thoſe of Spazn, and others which were 
> indeed of the fame ſhape, and had the fame kind 
of wooll , but they were as ſtrong and bigger 
than Hares, nay thicker and fatter too. 


—_— 


—— —— 


CHAP. XXVIIL 
Soto leaves Autiamque, and goes to Nilco, 
and from thence to Guachoya. 


W-< left our Camp at Autiamgue on Wed- 
V,V neſday the Sixth of March, x 542. The 
Governour had a mind to go to Nz/co, which ac- 
cording to the relation of the /udzans , ftood on 
8 the fide ofa great River ; and his deſign was to 
* falldown to rhe Sea, and expect the recruits that 

" hehad ſent for;forhe had no more than three hun« 
dred Souldiers remaining, and forty Horſe,where- 

. of ſome were lame, and good for nothing but to 
' make a ſhow in a Squadron ; for above a year 
they had gone without ſhooes for want of Iron, 
but being accuſtomed to it, and marching upon 
ſoft ground, that did not much incommode them. 
John Ortiz died at Autiamgue,: which extreamly 
Þ grieved the Governour ; becauſe having loſt ſo 
\ good an Interpreter, he was afraid that he might 
Engage himſelfin ſome Country where he and all 
his men might be loſt, and the rather that th 
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had no other Interpreter but a young Indian of 
Catifachijqut, who underſtood a little Spaniſh - 
The loſs of Ortzz was a great ccrofs to his deſigns, 
for it required ſometimes a whole day before that - - 
young [ndian could explairi what the other, would 
havedone in four words, and very often alſo this 
laſt took what was ſaid tohim in a quite contrary. 
ſence, ſo that it hapned after a whole days march, 
that we were forced to ſpend two days in coming | 
back the fame way again, or in wandring in the - | 
Woods, not knowing whither we went. After 
our departure from Autiamgue, Soto made us | 
tarry ten days in the Province of Ayays, where 
we found a Town upon that River which paſſes 
by Cayas and Autiamque ; Soto ordered a Boat to 
be made'tocarry us over the River, and we were 
forced after we were got over, to ſtay four days 
longer, becauſe of ſnow and bad weather. The 
Army marched afterwards three days throvglt 
fwamps and ſuch broken ways , by reaſon the 
Country 1s very low, that the Troopers them» 
felves were many times up to the knees in water, | 
and always to the ſtirrup , beſides ſeveral places | 
that they were forced to ſwim over. At length | 
we came to the Town of 7altelpina , which was 
forſaken by 'the Zndzans, and no proviſions left. | 
A Lake that diſcharged 1t felt into the River that * 


paſſed by that Town; and it being very high , 

and running impetuouſly , a Captain and five 

Souldiers who ventured to croſs over by the Go-= 
vernours. * 
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nours order, . were overlſet in thexr Canoe ; fome 


tuck to the Canoe, and others to the trees that 
were in the Lake ; but Francs Baſtien was drow- 


+ ned, no body being able to help him. He was 


a Gentlemen of* Quality born in Y7/eneave of 
Barcareta. In the mean time Soto ſought out a 
way along the ſides of the Lake, but to no pur- 
poſe ; ſo that he came back to the Town , whi- 
ther two rdians came , and taught him the 
means how to get over the Lake. We made 
rafts of Canes, and of the wood the houſes were 
built of, for croſling the Lake ; and being over, 
after three days march we came to 77azto, which 
is the firſt Town of the Province of Nz{co ; thefe 
we took thirty 7ndians, and among the reſt, two 
of the greateſt note. The Governour ſent before 


'two Captains with Horſe and Foot', to hinder 


thoſe of Ni/co from carrying away the Proviſions 
out of their Habitattons; and they paft by four 
great Towns, before they came to that where the 
Cacique had his Reſidence, though it was but two 


Leagues from the Camp where we were, Upon 


their coming they found the /nd7ans in Arms as 
if they prepared to fight ; nevertheleſs, when they 
perceived that the Chriftians came marching up 
very fiercely towards them , they {et fire to the 
Cacique's houſe, and fled away over a Lake near 
to the Town: the day following,being Wedneſday 
the Fifteenth of March, Soto came to Nz/co with 
the reſt of the Army , ' which he quartered in the 

; Town, 
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Town, That Country , which is very even, is 
ſo populous, that in the compaſs of a League e- 
bout this Town, thereare a great many very large 
Villages full of Maes , ſmall Beans, Nuts, and 
Prunes; ſo that except Coſa arfd Palache, it was 
the moſt fruitful and populous Country that we 
had hitherto found in Florida. An Indzan atten- 
ded by ſome others came to wait on the Gover- 
nour in name of the Caczqze, and preſented him 
with a Mantle of Martin-skins , and a ſtring of 
large Pearls; and Sozo requited him with a Cob 
lar of Mother of Pearl, which is much eſteemed 
by the Indzans of Peru, and ſome other trifles, 
wherewith the /»d;an ſeemed much ſatisfied. He 
came back two days after, but from that time 
forward we ſaw no more of him ; on the contrary 
the Zrd:ans came in the night-time , *and carried 
away the Maes in their Canoes, which they con- 
veyed into. Hovels built in a very thick wood 
on the other ſide of the River. The Governour 
ſeeing that the /ndian came no more, as he pro- 
miſed, laid an Ambuſcade near to ſome Granaries 
of Maes cloſe by the Lake, where the /diavs came 
to ſteal the Corn ; two were taken, who told us 
that the Zd;au who came to the Camp was not 
the Cacique, but a Spie whom he had ſent to dif- 
cover our force, and to learn whether Soto had a 
_defign to make any ſtay in his Country, or if he 
intended to advance farther in. Immediately 


the Governour commanded out a Captain to croſs 
the 
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the River ; but as the udians perceived us in our 
paſſage, they forſook their Hovels, fo that we 
could take but twelve, who were bronght to the 
Camp. The ſamg River that paſſes by Nz/co,runs 
by Cayas and Autiamgue,and it diſcharges it ſelf in- 
to the great River thatruns by Pacahaand Aquixo; 
they joyn near to Guachoya, the Cacique whereof 
came up the River to Nico to make War with 
the Indians of that Country : This Cacique ſentan 
Tyztan to the Governour to offer him hus ſervice, 
and to acquaint him that within two days he 
would come and kiſs his hand. He came at the 
appointed time, accompanied with many /udiays, 
and preſented the Governour with Mantles and 
Stag-skins , in very civil and ſubmiſſive terms. 
Soto entertained him and ſhew'd him much ho- 
nour ; but having askt him what Countries lay 
lower upon the River ; he made anſwer, 'That 
he knew no other Town but his own, but that on 
the other ſide there was a Province governed by 
a Cacique called Quigaltan. After this Conte- 
rence, he took leave of Soto, and returned home 
to his own Country. Some days alter, the Go- 
vernour reſolved to go to Guachoya to know if 
the Sea was far off, or if he might not find fome 
habitations; where we might ſtay commodiouſly 
till he had got the two Brigantines built, which he 
intended to ſend for recruits. The Iadiavs of 
Guachoya who were coming up the River in their 
Canoes, perceived us paſling it ; and imagining 

L 2 that 
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that we had a deſign to attack them, they retur- 
ned and acquainted the Cacique, that the Span7- 
ards were coming to his Town. This put him 
into ſor great a fright, that in «he night-time he 
carried away all that he could, and fled with all 
his Subje&s to the other ſide of the great River. 
In the mean time Sozo ſent before a Captain with 
fifty Souldiers in ſix Canoes, and kept on march- 
ing with the reſt of his men: He arrived at.Gua- 
choya the Seventeenth of April, and he lodged in 
the Town; which was fenced, being a Croſs-bows 
ſhot from the River. In that place the great 
River is called Tamaliſeu ; at Nilco , Tapatu ; at 
Coſa, Mico , and at the Haven, that's to ſay, it's 


- mouth at the Sea, Rz. 


DO m—— 


CHAP. XXIX. 


Which treats of 4 Meſſage the Gowvernour 


ſent to Quigaltan ; of the , Anſwer he 
received , and of what happened there- 
upon. 


'"A S ſoon as the Governour was come to Gua- 
choya, he commanded Danhuſco to mount: 
up the'River in Canoes, becauſe he had obſerved 
on the- other ſide Hovels lately built. Danhuſco 
returned':from the Expedition with his Canoes 
© | loaded 
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loaded with Maes, ſmall Beans, Prunes, and Bread 
made of Prune-paſte. The fame day. an ndzan 
came from the Caczqae of Guachoya, to tell the Go- 
vernour that his Maſter would come next day. 
The truth is, we ſaw a great many Canoes CoM» 
iog down the little River, which went aſhoar on 
the ſide of the great River oppoſite to where we 
were; there the Indians held Council the ſpace 
of an hour , to deliberate whether they ſhould 
come or not ; at length all the Canoes came'over 
to our ſide. Guachoya was there with many of 
his Subjects, carrying Fiſh, Hides, Mantles, and 
Dogs, which they brought along with them, 
They came to the Town, where they ofter'd all 
theſe Preſents to the Governour, and the Cacique 
ſpoke to him in theſe terms. | 

Potent and excellent Lord, I beg your Lordſhips 
pardon for the fault I committed in withdrawing, 
aud not waiting for you in this Town, that 1 might 
receive aud ſerve you ; ſeeing the occaſion of doing ſo, 
was, and it 15 ſtill more acceptable to me, than if I 
had obtained a great Viftory. I was afraid where 
there was no cauſe of fear, aud therefore it was that 


. 7 did which 1 ought not to have done ; but ſeeing 


precipitation always produces bad effefts, and I re- 
tired without knowing what I did; I am reſolved 
not to follow the opinion of Fools, wbich is to per- 
ſevere in their errour, ibut to imitate the wiſe who 
take the beſt Council ; [ come to regetve your Lord- 
ſhips Commands that I may ſerve you to the utmoſt 

Yon age " f 
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of my power. Soto having thanked him for his 
Preſents and Offers, asked him if he knew any 
thing of the Sea; the Cacique ſaid, that he knew 
nothing of it, nor of any other Habitation lower 
down the River, except the Village of an 7ndian 
Vaſſal of his, and three days journey further 
down the other ſide the Province of Quigaltar, 
the Cacigue whereof was the greateſt Lord in all 
theſeQuarters. The Governour thought that 
Guachoya diſguiſed the truth to make him leave 
his Country, which obliged him to.ſend out Dax- 
hyſco with eight - Troopers to make diſcoveries 
down along the ſide of the River, and to inform 
himſelf if the Sea was near. Danhuſco was out 
eight days, and upon his return told the Gover- 
nour, That during all that time he could not 
make above fifteen Leagues , becauſe rhe River 
fetched great compaſles into the Land in ſeveral 
places, and that the reſt of the Country was full 
of ſwamps and very thick woods. Soto findin 
by that relation, that many obſtacles withſtood 
is finding our the Sea ; and conſidering that his 
men decreaſed in number daily , without the 
hopes of any relief, gave fo much way to theſe 
ſad and melancholick refle&tions, that he fell fick 
upon it ; however, he ſent an /:4zan to the Ca- 
cique of Quigaltan,totellhim that he was the Son 
of the Sun, and that rhe Caczques of all the Pro- 
vinces through which he paſſed, had offer'd him 
their ſervices and obegtence ; that he —_ - 
riend- 
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friendſhip, deſired to have the fatisfaQtion of ſee- 
ing him, and that he would ſend him ſome Prer 


ſent of what was moſt eſteemed in his Country, 
as a mark of his good will and ſubmiſſion. Qu#- 


galtanſent him anſwer by. the ſame 1zdzan, That 
ſince he boaſted himſelf to be the Son of the Sun, 


he would take the pains to dry up that great Ri- 
ver, and then he ſhould be ready to own him for 
ſuch ; that in the mean time it was not his cu- 


ſtom to viſit any body, but that all his Neigtibours 


viſited him , and paid him Tribute willingly or 
by force ; ſo that if he had a mind to ſee him, he 
ſhould come over into his Country ;. that if he 
came as a friend, he ſhould be gladly received, or 
if he intended to make War, he would expeCt 
him in his Town ; and that neither he nor any 
man elſe ſhould ever make him give an inch of 
ground. When the udian brought back that 
Anſwer , Soto was already a-bed fick of a high 
Feaver, which was increaſed by his vexing that he 
was not in a condition to croſs the River, and 
try to humble the Pride of that haughty /rdzan, 
though is was a very great River , being half a 
League over, and ſeventeen fathom deep, of a 
very rapid Current, many ndzans on both ſides ; 
and that, in fine, Cunning: at that time was more 
uſeful to him than Force. The Indzans of Gua- 
choya brought daily ſuch quantities of fiſh, that 
the Town was full of them. The Cacique gave 
notice to the Governour, that Quigaltan was to 

L 4 come 
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come and attack him one night, which the Go- 
vernour lookt upon as a falleallarm, to oblige 
him to leave the Town ; however, that-he might 
not ſeem negligent, he doubled his Guards, and 
ordered a good watch to be kept. Quzgaltan did 
not come, and the Governour talked of it to the 


Cacique, who madeanſwer, That he did come, - 


but that his Lordſhip having put all things in fo 
good order , he was obliged to retreat. ' In the 
mean time, he daily importuned Sofo to Paſs the 
great River, telling him that he would give him 
Forces enough to beat Quzga/tan. The Gover- 
nour affured him, that ſo ſoon as he were well, 
he would go in perſon to that Expedition : But 
ſeeing many ndiaxs came to our Quarters, and 
that the Country was very populous ; that be- 
fides, there were many breaches in the Paliſſado, 
which, it was not fit , ſhould be ſtopt , leſt the 
Indians might think we were in fear of them ; 
Soto made all: his Horſe mount the Guard eve- 
ry night, who were upon duty at the Gates with 
bridle in hand, and from every Court of Guard 
two Troopers were ſent out upon the Patroz/le, 
and to viſit the out-Sentinels , whilſt the Croſs- 
bow-men kept guard upon the River in Canoes, 
to hinder the dans from aſſaulting us treache- 
rouſly. The 'Governour alio, that he might 
make himſelf more terrible to the zdians,thought 
fit to ſend a Captain.to Ni/co, whither thoſe of 
Guachoya ſaid the Inhabitants were come back ; 

| that 
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that by the rigour of the puniſhment he ſhould 
inflict upon them, he might quell the boldneſs of 
both, if they reſolved to attack him : For that 
efte& he choſe Nuno de Touar with fifteen Horſe, 
and Fohn de Guzman who with his Company was 
to go up the River in Canoes. The Cacique of 
Gaachoya ſent alſo many Indians in Canoes to this 


Expedition. T7oxar marched by Land, and ſtaid 


for Guzman, whoin the night-time came and lan= 


, ded two Leagues below Nz/co. The Horſe ad- 


vanced firſt, and about break of day found an Zx- 
dia Sentinel, who fled, giving the allarm with 
loud cries. T7oxar and+his Horſe fell on with fo 
great fury , that they mingled with the Iudians 
before rhey could get out of the Town. It lay 
in a Champion Country, and was at leaſt a quar- 
ter of a League in compals : It might contain be- 
twixt five and fix thouſand Souls. And ſeeing 
the poor wretches came running out of their 
houſes in crowds, and preſſed one another on all 
hands, hardly a Trooper but found himſelf alone 
amidſt a great many ndians. The Captain gave 
orders that no quarters ſhould be given to the 


"men ; and their conſternation was ſo great, that 


not one of them had the courage to ſhoot an Ar- 


.row ; ſofeartui were the cries of the Women and 
Children, that they ſtunn'd even thoſe who pur- 


ſued them. Above a hundred were killed, and 
many wounded with Lances, who were aſter- 


wards let go to terrifie the reſt who were not 
preſent 
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preſent at the rout. Some Chriſtians were: fo 
cruel as to kill even old men and children, who 
did not ofter to make any reſiſtance : But they 
who onely ſought for opportunities to ſignalize 
themſelves honourably, and who were known to 
be brave men, made it their chief buſineſs to 
break the Ind;ans who rallied, by running them 
down with their Horſes, and pricking them with 
Lances; and when any women or children came 


in their way , they delivered them over to the - 


Foot. Thoſe who to ſhew their Courage ſhew'd 
themſelves inhumane, were puniſhed tor it by 
Almighty God, who ſuffered their crime to fall 
upon their own heads, it I may ſay ſo, by the baſe 
actions which they committed in view of the 
whole Army, on ſuch occaſions where Valour 
was ſeaſonable, and ar length by ſuffering them 
to die miſerably. There were about fourſcore 
women and children taken, and a great deal of 
booty : The udians of Guachoya made a halt 
without the Town , and peaceably beheld the 
ſucceſs of the Attack, that they might ſee what 
became of the Chriſtians ; but when they percei- 
ved that the Enemies were broken on all hands, 
and what execution the Troopers did with their 
Lances, they ran to pillage the houſes; and ha- 
ving loaded their Canoes with plunder,fled back to 
Gaachoya before the Spanzards left Nilco; and re- 
lated to their Cacique what they had ſcen with no 


leſs dread than admiration. | 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXX. 
The Death of the General Don Fernando 
de Soto ; Louis Moſcolo d'Alvarado 

is choſen in his place. | 


He Governour perceiving that his laſt hour 

drew nigh , ſent for the Kings Officers, 

with the moſt conſiderable of the Captains and 
Gentlemen; he told them, that ſince he was go- 
ing.to render an account to God of what - he had 
done in this life, and rhat his Divine Goodneſs in 
taking him out of this world , did him the grace 
to allow him his Senſes to the laſt ; though he 
was unworthy of that mercy, yet he moſt hum- 
bly thanked the Almighty for it; that he ac- 
knowledged he was exceedingly obliged to them 
all, as well preſent as abſent, for the affe&tion and 
fidelity they had ſhew'd towards him , which he 
had proved by all the misfortunes and pains 
they had ſo generouſly endured ; that he had 
always wiſhed he might have been able to 
have ſhew'd them his gratitude , by Rewards 
ſuitable to their Merit, had it pleaſed God to have 
ſetled him in a more happy condition ; that he 
begg'd them to pray to God for him,that through 
his infinite mercy his ſins might be forgiven, and 


his Soul received into Glory ; that they would 
| take 


8 
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take back the charge that they had given him, * 


and which he reſigned up into their hands ; and 
that they whom he might have offended would 
be ſo good as to grant-him the pardon which he 
beg'd of them ; that to all his other Prayers he add- 
ed this one more, That they would in his preſence 


chuſe ſome Perſon of Quality that might be fit to - 
Command them in his place to the fatisfaCtion of ' 


all ; to the end they might prevent the diviſions 
that after his death might ariſe on that occaſion ; 
and that having choſen one, they would take ag 
Oath togbey him : That as that was the laſt fa- 
Vour he deſired of them, ſo it would be the moſt 
grateful unto him , ſeeing it would mitigate his 
grief and trouble for leaving them 1n a barbarous 
and unknown Country. Balthazar de Gallegos 
being deſired by all the company to anſwer this 
Diſcourſe, began by motives of Conſolation, re- 
preſenting to him the uncertainty aud ſhortneſs 
of the life of man ; to what milſeries it was expo- 
ſed ; and that the ſooner we lett it, the greater 
was the mercy of God. He added many other 
edifying things, and at length faid, that fince it 
pleaſed God to remove their General, though it 
was a loſs which they reſented with extrea 
grief, yet it was but juſt, nay-and neceſſary, that 
he and all his ſhould reſign themſelves up to his 
Divine Will : That as to the Perſon whom he 
appointed ther to chuſe for ſupplying his place, 
they prayed his Lordſhip to name him himſelf ; 
1 | which 
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' which immediately he did, naming Touis Moſcoſo 


d'AlFvarado his Captain-General. © That nomina- 


' tion was approved by all, and they took an Oath 


to Moſcoſo. Nextday, being the One and twen» 
tieth day of May, the Magnanimous, Virtuous, 
and Valiant Captain, Don Fernando de Soto, Go- 


| vernour of Cuba, and General of Florida, yielded 


his Soul to God. He had the fame fate as many 
other great men have had, whom Fortune onely 
raiſes high to make their fall the greater. He 
died at a timeand ina Country where his forrow 
could receive but very little conſolation ; every 
one ſtood in need of it for himſelf in the danger 
we were in of periſhing in a Country which we 
knew not ; and ſeeing theſe were refleftions that . 
ſufficiently took up the thoughts of all, Sozo had 
notrall the aſſiſtance which was due to him, and 


| which we could have wiſhed to have given him. 
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Moſcoſo would have his Death concealed irom the 
Tudians, becauſe Don Pernando had always made 
them believe that the Chriſtians wereimmortal ; 
and ſeeing they had a great opinion of his Pru- 
dence and Valour, he wiſely judged that his 
death might inſpire into them thoughts of revol- 
ting, though they appeared to be ſubmiſſive ; for 
it wasgood to miſtruſt their natural levity and 
inconſtancy. Beſides, as the ignorance of that 


| Nation makes them receive for a truth whatever 


is beyond the reach of their knowledge, the late 


General had perſwaded them, that their moſt ſe- 
| | cret 
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cret deſigns were 'not hid from him , though | 


they could not conceive how that ſhould be, and | 
that his Image which he ſhew'd them in his | 


Looking-glaſs, told himall their thoughts : being 
perſwaded of that , they durſt not ſo much as 
think of Rebellion. So foon as he was dead, 


Moſcoſo cauſed his Body to be put into a houſe, | 
where it lay three days ; after which, it was bu- | 
ried in the night-time near to one of the Gates | 
within the Town. The [adians who had ſeen | 


him in his ſickneſs, and now ſaw him no more, 
began to have ſtrong ſuſpicions of his death ; and 
when they paſſed by the place where he was in- 
terred, they curiouſly looked upon the ground, 
which ſeemed to have been lately dug, and talked 
to one another. This being told to Moſcoſo, he 
cauſed him to be deterred very privately in the 
night-time, anda great deal of ſand put into the 


on he was carried out in a Caxoe to the middle of 


_ the River, and thereſunk to the bottom. In the | 


mean time, the Cacique of Gaachoya daily asked 
news of Sofo, whom he called his Lord and Bro- 
ther, deſiring to know what was become of him. 
Meſcoſo told him that he was gone about a little 
buſineſs up to Heaven, whither he was accuſtom- 
£&d togo ; and being he was to make ſome ſhort 
ſtay there, he had left him to Command in his 
place. The Cacique making no doubt then but 
that he was dead, ſent for two very handſome 


young 


| 
| 


d 


Mantles wherein he was wrapt ; in this conditi- * 
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young adians,and told the Governour,that it was 


| the cuſtom of his Country when any great Lord 
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| no Eſtate in Spain did. The Hogs were ſold in 


| died, to put to death ſome perſons to attend and 


ſerve him on his Journey ; that theſe young men 
preſented themſelves to render that duty to his 
Lord and Brother, and that he might freely cauſe 
their heads to be ſtruck oft. oſcoſo made an- 
ſwer , That the Governour was not dead , but 
that he was gone to Heaven ; that among the 
Chriſtians whom he Commanded he had choſen 
thoſe who were to attend him, that he prayed 
Guachoya to ſend home the two Indians, and to 
renounce fo damnable a cuſtom. He ſet the /z- 
dians at liberty upon the ſpot , and erdered 
them to return to their houſes ; but one of 
them refuſed to do ſo, faying, that he would 
not ſerve a Maſter who had condemned him 
to death without a cauſe, and that he would 
ever ſtick to him who had ſaved his life. The 
Governour's Goods were ſold at an Auction, con- 
ſiſting in all in two Slavesand two Wives, three 
Horſes , and ſeven hundred Hogs. The Slaves 
and Horſes were ſold at three thouſand Crowns 
2 piece, to be- paid at the firſt diſcovery of Gold 
or Silver Mines, or at the firſt Plantation that 
the Buyer ſhould have if we ſetled in Floridg ; 


that if neither of theſe two caſes hapned, the 


Buyer obliged himſelf to pay the Money within a 
year, and gave Security, at leaſt thoſe who had 


the 
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the ſame manner for two hundred Crowns a piece: | 64 


The truth is, they who had Eſtates in Sp42# 
bought but little , or had it at a cheaper rate. 
From that time forward moſt part of the Souldiers 
got Pigs, which they fed and eat of them on all 


days but Fridays, Saturdays, and the Eves of | 


Feſtivals, which they obſerved according to the 
cuſtom of Chriſtians, a thing they could not pra- 
iſe before ; for ſometimes the Souldiers wanting 


. fleſh for two or three Months together, they eat | 
meat when they could find it, without any diſtin- | 


tion of days. 
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CHAP. XXXL 
The Governour Louis de Moſcoſo leaves 


Guachoya, and goes to Chaguate, and | 


from thence to Aguacay. 


He Death of Don Fernando was not recei- 

ved by the whole Army with the fame 

ſence of ſorrow ; on the contrary ſome rejoyced 
at it, in hopes that the new Governour, who was 
inclined ro devotion, would chooſe rather to ſeek 
repoſe in ſome Country inhabited by Chriſtians, 
than to carry on the deſigns of Soto, in making 
new Conqueſts with ſo much fatigue , whereof 
they were already diſguſted becauic of the fmall 
| profit 
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| profit they had made. - Countit' was held 'to de-: 
| Ibefate what' was beſt-to be doe in that 'Jun- 
| Riire, and. the-Governour havin taken EXact int- 
forrng of the nature of the Country tharwas 
onall hands: round us , " heftearnt rhai The moſt 
popitlous wastowards the Weſt ; and that | going. 
down the'Rver beyond Quizaltan, the Country 
was defa rt, and deſtitute of all forts of Proviſions. 
He pray” all the Officers to give their Opinions 
«YWveiting, and to fignthem, that if might be de- 
cided' whether we fhould” follow the courſe: of 


_ the River; 'or croſs into the Country* vs 4 he ge 


feral opinioh! was to tmgreh into the Country 20 
wards the Weſt, | becaufe * New-Spain "W450 that 
fide ; 'tind'thit'# Voyage.by Sea was triore un- 
certairt FOE D's Feb that Woes 1d 
for build a" Vallel {ſron Won bgh to. wo 
ftdtm': ! that” we*had” no er, no Pilor'; - NO 
Compak go or'Sea-Cart-; ; "Phat! wewere not very 
ſare or what hand" 'the's Sea was, and whether the 
River did not mike great *othings, or Tud Falls 
from Rocks; where 2 Vellt would he' in danger 
of being Toft.” Some#tG Who Hall ſeen om 8, 
added, That according vs ey coul "adge by 
the Latitude they were in, the Sea:Coaft,muyſt be 
five hundred Leagues more or leſs ſth from 
the Coaſt of New Spaiv.. That ſo though perhaps 
the neceſlity of getting Proviſions might make us 
ramble a little out of the. way , as we went by 
land,neverthleſs after we had marched all theSum- 
i M mer 
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mer long, we might Jight upon ſome Country; © 
iohabited.,” where we, might- ſpend. the Winter. ; 
commodiouſly ; : provided the Army. met with no 
gfrcat Delart that might hinder our wil ' and 
that the. nmer follgwing we ſhou Yted- 


ly come. to, ſome Country inhabited bs the Spa. | 


Ra ; helic es, that. travelling by Land,we might 
find ſome Conntry. that. would enrich us 
en it ws. the. Governours deſign to 
wil "out .of Florida as {ooneas poſſibly he could, 


nion, {s of theincanveniences that. were re- 
Preſet, [0 1m.to be 10.4. Sea-Voyage..So he let. 
Guachoya on. 3. Munday. the ] Fifth © 
cique gay 'him.aGuide to 


at, home in.bis Town. Weg paſſed hroagd the Pro-, 
VINCE, C of Catalie ;, "and _— croſſed a defart; 


Country; Wwe. arrived. ab _— the. Twentieth 
of Tun... "The Cacique of that Province, had begry 
bf Garg us with kh .Goyernour Dan Fernands; 
I FEA fer a preſent, of 'Mantles,. Skins, and 
It; athe mean time,,cne day before Moſceſs 


el inthis Town, wemmilſed a $ Panjard who, 


Was lick * Fel belicyed. that. the Indianshad killed 
im, Is Go Erna ſent. word. to the Cacz 
thar- he- cauſe him, to. be lookt after and 


ſent. 2 Ops © and that, by- his-care aye dili- 
gence therein, he would. judge of his. Aﬀetion 
otherwile, 1 et bim not ike that;. he could a- 
void.the reſentment of the 


Paniards; who would 
" 


o 


yet hey 'AS « NR Fes te conform. to the general OPi-- | 


of Fane 5 the Car: 
to Chaguate,and ſtai | 
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#; * purſue him-and-his SubjeQts into all places, and 
F' } ft all his Country on fire. « The Cacique came 
> | immediately, bringing with him the fick Spant- 
|] ard; and having made the Governour a great 
- | Preſent of Mantles and Skins, he told him, that all 
"| the Treaſures of the World could not have oblig'd 
| himto have had the thoughts that he-was ſtiſpect= 
| edofithat no conſtraint was laid upon him to come 
* | and wait upon the Goverhour his Father at Aut#= 
| | amgae, and to offer him his ſervices with ſo much 
| affeQion and fidelity, that he ſhould fo ſoon:tail 
| in'the duty which he owed: to the goodneſs of 
| | Soto, without receiving anynew wjuty ;' that no 
© | motive of intereſt could ever blind him- fo far. 
| But finceit is onr fate rhat Croſſes ſhould ſucceed 
| our Pleafures,: Fortune thought fit to: moderate 
| the joy he had in ſeeing him, by the trouble 
| hefelt tofind him angry with him, whereas he 
| haped to have done him ſervice in bringing that 
| ſick Chriſtian into his houſe to be taken'care of, 
| andinreſtoringhim to him fate and ſound; that 
} if that ation deſerved a puniſhment, the” would 
1 accept of it as a favour, being wholly devoted to 
| the obedience /of his Commands. Moſcofo made 
|- humranfwer, that ſince he was not to be found in 
] his. Town, he-could not forbear being vexed at 
/ him, thinking that he had fled,, as many othier 
| Caciques had done ; but that the teſtimony he 
! gave ofhisaffe&ion and fidelity, obliged him:now 
to love him as his Brother. *Fhe Cacioae waited 
J M 2z Os OL 
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on hint to his 'Town , which wasa daysjourney 2: 
off: "they paſſed by a ſmall habitation where the | 
Indians were making of Salt , wherewith the | 
Chriſtians provided themſelvess They got as 

Was | 
near to that Village. We ſtaid fix days at Cha» 
guate, where the Governour inform'd himſelf of | *'T 


out ofa Source like a-Fountain-head, whic 


the nature of the Country that lay Weſtward : 


They told him, that three days journey from 


thenee, he would find the Province of 4guacay : 


And theday we parted-from Chaguate, Francis de 
Guzman, natural Son to a Gentleman of Seville, 


fled to the 7ndiays for fear of loſing a young 7#- 
diaz girt Which he: had and carried about with 


him, being apprehenſive that ſhe would be taken * | 


from him: to ſatisfie ſome debts that he had con- 


tracted at play. The Governour heard nothing ' | 
of this till after two days march, and ſent to the 


Cacique:to have him ſearched'after, and ſent to 
him to: Agaacay, which the Indians negleRted to 
do. .: The Caczque of Aguacay ſent fifteen /nd;- 
aus to meet Moſcoſo loaded with Mantles, Skins, 


Fiſh, and roaſted Veniſon. Wedneſday the Fourth / 
. of Fuly the Army arrived at his Town, and quar-" 


tered there, it being abandoned : The Governour 
ſent out ſome parties, who took: ſeveral Indians 
of both Sexes ; and inthis place we cime to hear 
of the South-Sea. + The 7udians made a great 
deal of Salt in this 'Town, which they formed in- 
to Cakes in little ſquare Earthen moulds, and 

, ; . prepa- 
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; prepared it in the ſame manner as thoſe of Cayay 
4 did. | 
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CHAP. XXXII 
' |." The Governour goes from Aguacay to Na» 
_ guatex 3 what hapned to him. 


Ti ſame day Meſcoſo parted from Aguacay, 
he lay art a little Village which held of 


the Cacique of that Proyince'; we encamped up- 
on the banks of a falt Lake, from which we had 
- | Saltthe fame Evening. Next morning we mar- 
| ched, and ſpent the following night in a Wood 
. | that was not very thick , and from' thence we 
| wentto Pato: At length on the fourth day atter 
] our departure, we found the firſt Habitation of 
| theProvinceof Maye, where we took an ndian, 
; whotold us, that from thence to Nagauatex it 
i was but a day and a halts journey more, which 
! we madethrough a very populous Country. Sa- 
! turday the Twentieth of Faly , the Army en- 
| camped on the ſide ofa very pleaſant Wood , be- 
| twixt Maye and Naguatex. Some [ndiays being 
} obſerved to come and view us, Moſcoſo Tent out 
2 party of Horſe , who killed ſix of them, and 
1 made 'two priſoners that were -brought in to 
| kim: He aske& them what 'they came to do, 

10:5. _ and 
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and they confeſſed that their deſign was to dif: | Ol 
cover what number of men he had, and the ſeat 1 


of his Camp ; that it was by order of their Ma- 


-ſter the Cacique of Naguatex, who was the ſame | 4 


day to come and attack him , being afliſted by 
two other Caciques that accompanied him. Whilſt 
Moſcoſo was Fngung into the particulars of that 
Conſpiracy, the Tdians divided into two Batali- 
ons appeared ; who finding" that they were dil- 
covered, attacked us furiouſly in two places ; > but 
ſo ſoon as; they ſaw we made head againſt them 
vigoroufly, they turned their backs, leaving ma- 


ny of their men upon, the place. They were 


hotly,purſued by all our:Horſe,” who being at a 
diſtance from the Camp, were attacked by twg 


other Batalions which made a kind of body of re- | 


ferve, but they were as warmly received as the 


others were, and had no greater cauſe to brag of | 
their temerity. . The udiavs were put- to the | 
Tight, t, and the Chriſtians rallied again, when of | 


udden great cries were heard about a Croſs- 
| bow ſhot from the Camp. Meoſcoſo ſent oft twelve 
Horſe to know what the matter was ; and they 
found ſix Spaniards, two on horſeback and four a 
foot, ſurrounded by agreat many Indians, where 
the two Troopers did all that could be expetted 
of brav&men in defending the four Foot-ſouldiers : 
They had loſt their way in purſuing the Indians 
who made the firſt attacki, and having rallied/to 


return to the Camp,: _ fell inth that | i 


f 


© 


— 
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| - and:CirgreſhaſiBlorids, Wy 
4. of Indiaus who ſet upon'tliem:» Afſiſtanee toms 
7 ing in very. good time, maſtof the JidiawdNeetre 
7 killed, and onely one takeniwho was:broaght-ts _ 
the Camp: The Governolar: asked: him who 
they were that. attacked ns; ihe: aid it was the 
Cacique of Nagnatex,'the'Carique of Maye', and-a 
third very -powetful in Lands and Vaſlals-, -who 
governed a'Province called Zacayac i; however, 
that Nagaatex was the General. Mofcoſo ordered 
-his noſe and rightarm tobecut off, and ſent him 
1n:that condition ito Nagzatex to acquaint him 
that next day he would. enter his Country and 
-putall to-fire--and fword,, and that if he would 
defend it, . he ſhould meet him at the eritry into 
the Province. The Army reſted that night/in 
the ſame place, and the day following went. to 
| a Village of Nagzatex where-the houſes were at 
great diſtance one from another. He asked 
where the Caciques Town was,-which was ſhew'd 
him on the other fide 06 a River that, ran.near 
that place : We marched up to the. Rwer, and 
found the ſide oppoſite to us covered with adj 
ans in arms, who ſeemed ito be reſolved to dif- 
pute us the paſſage. Seeing the Governour 
knew not the foard , and that he had” menxzand 
horſes wounded, he drew-bagk the Army-ts.the 
Town which we left;:reſbIvitig/trorefÞtief& for 
| :ſome days, that the might Haveitinetd Veicy- 
| itled., So the Armyencamped{swithin's!quitter 
| obalcagueioferhe RivernneardFowy ifs perry 
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with fifteen horſe -and ſome 1ndians a picce'to 
ſearch for a foard; ane upand the other down the 
River. ''The [1d/ans-appeared to defend:the pal- 
fage-tn/ both places; nevertherleſs the two Ca- 
ptaing/paſſed over-mdpight of the Enemies, and 
found:on that ſideiof::the' water a very populous 
Country, and plentiful in Proviſions; whereup- 


on they came back and gave the Governour an | 
account of what they had done. 


*_ 


CHAP. XXXIIL. 
The'Cacique of Naguatex cones to wait 


on the Governour; He parts 'from Na- 
guatex, and arrives at Mandacao. 


"He Governour. ſent an »diay to the Ca- 


| 


| x .Fique of Naguatex to tell him, that if he 


.came-andoffered. him-his ſervice, and ſhew'd his | 


repentance-for what; vas paſt ,, he would pardoh 


.bim,;.but if he fajjed;rthat the Governour would 
.comt ang puniſh bing accoriling/as:his:Treathery | 


a | 
hs X 


= deſer- 


weather was very fair and calm. '' Some 7:diaxsJAc 
were taken, who told-us that the River: was foar- 
dable at certain times, which obliged the Gover-| 
nour two days after-to: ſend 'oft-two Captaifis| ca 
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5; 3deſerved. Two days after,the 7ydian came back» 
hefand- told that the Caczque would come next day : 
#sj Accordingly a great many of the principal Subs 
-fjets of Naguatex appeared, being'"ſent by their 
r-{Maſter to obſerve the Governours looks, and the 
carriage of his men, that he might thereupon take 
his reſolution : 'Fhey onely told that the Cacique 
was coming, and'preſently returned. The Ca- 
1 | czque came two hours after very well accompa» 
a= | nied, his /-wians marching in two Files, and ma- 
d | king a latte for the Cacique to walk in the mid- 
Is | dle. They all came weeping according to the 
2 | cuſtom of the Province of 7u//a, which is not far 
n | from thence to the Eaſtward. The Caczqgue made 2 
| | low bow to theGovernour, and beg'd pardon for 
what he had done , the thought of which alone, 
> | faid he, deſerved gp be puniſhed; he enlarged 
| much in the Governours praile, and in commens 
| dation of the Spaniards, whom he called immor- 
, tal people, rejetipg the blame of all the enter- 
} prize upon-the bad Counſels of one of his Bro- 
{ thers who died in the Fight ; he concluded with 
| the offer of his ſervice and obedience. Moeoſcoſo 
! anfwered, That he would pardon him what was 
- | paſt; and that ifhe would for the future contain 
> | himſelf within the bounds of his duty, he ſhould 
5 | conſider him as his friend. Four days after,the Ar- 
| | my deeamped ; but the River was ſo ſwelled that 
| { wecould not paſs it, which extreamly ſurprized 
' | us; ſeeing it had not rained for above a _ be- 
| ore, 
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| Indians told us that it hapned ſo ſometimes with&« 
out raia; this made us judge that that extraordj f: q 
nary chotzon might, .come-{rom. the Sea flowiogſour 
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Language of the Countries we were to pals 
through. So we left Nagaatex, and at the end 
.ofthree days march , came to a. little Village of 
five or ſix houſes; it belonged "to the :Cacique:of 


gh 


fore; and that it was Summer. tqo,z however, t 


into. the River , becauſe; we' were. told that: that eft 


ſwelling always hapned -in the: waxing of. thqwo 
[Moon ; in the meantime none'of theſe Jndionda' t 
had the leaſt knowledge of the Sea. The Arm 


marched back the lame way to theCamp we leftfhig 


Z 


and 'we were forced to ſtay eight days longer till}a C 


the water was low. enough to let us pals: thdge! 


tudians were careful to give -us notice of that Jfor 
and having croſſed over to the other ſide, .welths 
went to a Town abandoned :- The Governou ple 
pitched the Camp in an open field, and ſent-forfrat 


the Cacique to cometo him and give him a'Guide JW 


but he not obeying, Moſcoſo or out two Captains] ciq 
with orders to burn the Towns, and take all thelhi: 
Indians they . ſhould meet with. Theſe orders} « 


were ſtrialy put in execution; 'd the fire conſumed}ſer 


a great ceal of Proviſions, and ſeveral Priſoners}ha 
were taken : Then was the Cacique ſenſible of the he 
miſeries he drew upon himſelf through hys obſti-| vi 
nacy ; he therefore ſent ſix very conſiderable} 
Indians, with three Guides who underſtood the 


M; iſobone ,. ® barren and il{-pcopled Couptry. 
When 
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t Vhen we had marched two days longer, we per- 
ith$cived that our Guides led-us-out of theway,-out 
rdifbf a premeditated and malicious deſign, changing 
10gour march from Weſt-to Faſt, and that they had 
hafeft the high-way and brought us into very thick 
thqwoods : Moſcoſo cauſed them to be hanged upon 
91a tree, and took for Guzde an Izd;zan woman of 
myMifſobone ; ihe made us turn back again into the 
eftthigh-way, and led us into as poor and miſerable 
tilfa Country as that which we had left. That beg- 
thdgerly Province was called Lacave; it hardly at- 
at Jforded us any thing but an dian , who told us 
wejthat the Province of Mondacao was peopled and 
urſplentiful in Faes, and that the Habitations ſepa- 

orfrated from one another ſhew'd like mountains. 

le J We directed our courſe that way , and the Ca-. 
NS] cique came out to meet us weeping, as a mark of 
hefhis ſubmiſſion ; he preſented the Governour with 

rsJa conſiderable parcel of Fiſh, and offered him his 

edſervices. Meoſcoſo treated him very civilly ; and 

rS}having refreſhed and made proviſion of Victuals, 

ef he took a Guide, and marched towards the Pro- 

1-] vince of Socatino, ' , 
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CHAP. XXXIV. hey 
The Governdur leaves. Mondacao , and os 
goes to Socatino, and\ Guaſco. Thep's 


We 
Army marches through a deſart Couny, 
try, and returns to Nilco for fault offear 


" 8 Interp rerer and Guade, | Du 


' A Fter five days march the Governour found _ 
the Province of Aays,the Inhabitants where- en 
of had no knowledge of the Chriſtians ; but the. . 
people being wild and ſavage,our entry 1nto their 
Country cauſed a general riſing. When fifty or |. . 
ſixty of them were got together, they came and þ., - 
alfaulted us in our march , their numbers conti- 
nually encreafing ; and we had no ſooner fought | 
one company of them, but another began anew 
Skirmiſh. This way of fighting laſted a whole 
day, till we came up to one of their Towns... We 
had ſome Souldiers and Horſes wounded ; but 
the wounds nat being very dangerous , they fol- 
lowed the Army ſtill; however, we madeagreat | 
ſhughter of-Zydians. When the Governour par- 
ted trom this Town , «he India» who condutted 
us told him, that he was informed at Mondacag, 
that the Indians of Socatino had ſeen other Chri- 
ME i. 7 
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1ans.” Theſe news extreamly rejoyced the whoſe 
Army ; {for as men eaſtly believe what they paſs 
fionately. deſire, we perſwaded our ſelves that 
hey (might have been Forces come ont of New- 
1dppain; that-if 'that conje&ture were true, we 
þ Jaight leave Florida when we had a mind to'it, 
we found nothing' that might mgke us live 
74happily there ; and that fully diſſipated all the 
NFkar we had of loſing our ſelves.in fome defart 
ountry. In the mean while, that was the thing 
hat'the Zndzan aimed at; for two days after, hs 
.gf-9 45 out of our way : Moſcoſo ordered him to 
a. fave ſome ſtretches with a Rope, which 4 a kind 
iff Rack ; whereupon he confeſſed that: the Ca- + 
* que of Mondacao his Maſter , had commanded 
x 1m to ruine Us, -as being his Enemies, -and that 
g [© was obliged to obey the orders of his'Lord. 
he Governour cauſed him to be thrown to-the 
C Jogs, which tore him to pieces; and another 
., aided us to Socatino : It was a very barren 
e 
o 
c 
" 
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ountry , where -we hardly found any Maes. © 
oſcoſo enquired if they had never had any nev's 
fChriſtians, and the Zzdians aſlured us, .that 
ey, had heard fay that they marched, to. the 
 Jouthward. That relation engaged us into a 
enty days march through a deſolate-and un- 
: feopled Country , where we ſuffered incredible 
ardſhip and miſery ; for the Zrdzans buried in 
e woods that little Maes they :had ; and the 
daniards were daily obliged after the —_—_ of 

| rizelr 
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their march to rake in the woods that they might{o! 
find out ſomewhat .to feed on. We came atþ#4 
length into the Province of Guaſco , where weqf%t 
| found Maes, which we loaded on horſes and Zyfall 
dian ſlaves, to maintain us on our way to Nagiſhat 
coca. It was the. firſt thing the Governour digfFcr 
in all places to effquire about Chriſtians ; but thq®e! 
Tadians told him that they had never ſeen anye 
but us. He cauſed them to be put to the Rackfeſa 
the torments whereof made them deviſe a ſtoryJen 
which was, that the Chriſtians had. advanced atv 
tar as Nacanahez ; but that they had gone -backFt' 
the way they came ; 'that was a ,place but twapig+ 
days journey diſtant. The Governour -haſtnedJing 
thither with all the Army , and at our comingh#if1 
we took ſome 7rdian women , amongſt whomſlb3 
there vas one who ſaid that ſhe had ſeen Chri4!-/ 
ſtians, and that ſhe had been their ſlave, but thagam 
ſhe:had made her eſcape. Immediately the Go-P#e: 
vernour ſent out a Captain with fifteen horfe thef<© 4 
*way that the /ndian woman directed, to ſee if hea 
could find the tratsof horſes, oranywther mark.Fhe 
They were not gone four Leagues when the wo-ffall 
man that ſerved them for a Guide, told them thatÞof 
all ſhe had-ſaid were meer lyes; and we diſcover-f% 
ed: that the other relatiBns which :the I»dians| A 
gave usconcerning Chriſtians, were of the ſameÞ!S 
nature. So we came to Guaſco extreamly per-f!'8g 
plexed, becauſe the Country where. we then wereſfc®- 
was barren, and therc were no other HabitationsP 

-- WO 
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ho the: Weſtward, We again queſtioned the: Zo 
at# bows; who told us that ten days journey that way 
wdronmthe place where we.were, there was a;River 
In alled Daycao, whither they went ro hunt Stags 
;/bat fed along the banks of, it ; and that they had 
lideen on the other ſide of that River, peaple. whom 
he hey knew not. ..We provided.all the Maes that 
aye could rap, and: rake, . and: marched. through a 
ficſart Country as fards that/River : Moſcgſomade 
ryjen horſe: croſs over it , : who: marched torfome 
2s gone theſide of it,;till they came to.a Ham- 
clpt-iof /ndjavs,: conſiſting of, ſome. pitiful: Cor- 
7 bes 5. Atiight ofthe Froopegs. they fled; lea 
Ec ing. behiod + theit Baggage; which thew'd 
ngftieir- miſery and poverty ; ſo great it was that'in 
:MiLche Hamlet-they could nor find half a:ibuſhel 
ridf Maes: The Troopers took two Indians, ; and 
;thame back to Moſceſo, who waited for. themv:on 
xe-other ſide. + He ordered theſe'two [rdiqns'to 
: queſtioned;butithere was.notian Tedian' inthe 
7 amp: that” could--underſtandi'their 'Language; 

k.Fhen did the Governour aſſemble all the. Ca» 
-6-Jtains to conſult with them what they had to do ; 
athoſt part adviſed him to return back to Gua- | 
>r.#0ya and the great River, becauſe the Province 
ns Nilco abounded with Maes ; ſaying, that we 
neÞight ſpend the Winter in that place, and make 
>r.Jrigantines to carry us down the River to the - 
refca, where failing along the Coaſt we might get 
nsÞ New-Spain ; that though the enterprize wan- 
to | ted 
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tednot its difficulties, as it hath been already obs. 
ferved, yet it was our laſt refugg, becauſe it way 
impoſſible to travel by Land»*without ant Inter- 
preter ; that they believed the: Country + lying]. 
along the River of Daycao, was the ſame whieh 
Cabeſa'de YVata in his Relation fays he paſſec 
through, and where the Indians were errant 4s 
the Arabians are, without ſetling; m one place 
and that they fed on Figs, the roots of Graſs, and. 
Veniſon: That worn nn conjecture to be-truc] 
x weengagd into thatCountry we mult infallib{ 
periſh for want of foo; that it was already the be 
ginning of Ofober, and that if we ſtaid any longer 
the Rains and Snow would hinder our return,anic 
fo we muſt periſh and be ſtarved in that miſerabl; 
Country. Moeſcoſo at that time had rather' beer 
ins place where his ſleep might not be broken by 
continual allarms ,, than. to be \Governour "anc 
uerour of a Country where ' miſery''ayi 
trouble beſet him:on all hands; fo that head 
hered to that advice, and gave orders to retuet 
backthe way to Guachoya. 3 bib. mad” 


o 
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___ CHAP. XXXV, 

_ The A rmy returns to Nilco , and at Mi 

#44 noya Veſſels are made to carry them out 


e&'4.., of Florida. 


cl. X 7 Hen the reſult of the Council of War was 
wif: V Y publiſhed in the Camp, many were af- 
 beq fliged at that reſolution ; the way by Sea ap- 
x peared to them to be no leſs difficult and dange- 
anq'rous, than by Land, becauſe all things neceſiary 
19. were wanting, not onely for building, but alſo 
eq for rigging out of Veſlels ; and they had not yet 
| loſt all hopes of finding ſome Country rich e- 
'anq_ nough to recompenſe them for all their labours, 
at becauſe of what Cabeſa de Yaca had told the Em- 
//adJ perour : and that was, that when he came into 
1 a Country where Cotton grew, he had ſeenGold, 
f. Silver, and precious Stones of extraordinary va- 
lue, And it was certain that we had not as yet - 
gone ſo far in as thoſe places where Cabeſa had 
been ; for he had kept along the Coaſt , and we. 
had advanced up into the Country Weſtward : 
. That we muſt needs find* thoſe places he ſpake 
of, becauſe he faid in his Relation , that he had 

; marched for many days, and entred the Countries 
..on the North-ſide. Beſides that ,. we had ops 
N ome 


£ 
. 
” mY - - 
- 


A 


178 A Relation of the Invaſion 
ſome Cotton-Mantles, nay, and 7argqueiſſes at 
Guaſco ; and the Tidians made us figns, thar 
they had thoſe pungs out of a Country Welſt- 
ward of them, and rthat'that way led us alſo in- 
to. the Country of theChriſtians : But, in fine; in 
{pight of all them murmurings and frettings cau- 
fed by this return; and though many had taken 


-a reſolution to periſh in Florida, rather than to 


leaveit ina, beggarly and miſerable condition,yet 


"they wanted force to withſtand whaty was deter- 


mined; becauſe the Governour's opinion concurr'd 
with that of all the chief Officers; but ſome time 


after one of the diſcontented ſaid, That he would 


be glad to have one eye put out, provided he could 
put out one of Moſcoſo's, ſince it would trouble 
him extreamly to ſee him happy. Moſcoſo and his 
Friends had a mind to have been revenged for 
this diſcourſe ; but they durſt not do it, becauſe 
within two days he was toquit his place. From 
Daycao where we were, to the great River, it is a 
hundred and fifty Leagues, which we had mar- 
ched all the way Weſtward. Our return was ex- 
treamly irkſome, becauſe the Country was rui- 


ned and'we had much ado to find Vittuals, ſee- 


-ing the /ndians hid them. The Towns of Na- 
* guatez, which to our ſorrow we had burnt, were 
-rebuilt, 4nd the houſes full of Maes ; for it isa 
»very fruitful and populous Country. They make 
-Earthen-ware there, which differs little from 


"that of Fftremos or Moytemor, When Moeſcoſo 
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came to Chagnere, he found ſome 7ndians deputed 
by the 'Cav5qze)\, to tell/him| that the Chriſtian 

fedo his protection, would not ' come 
back.” - The Governour wrote to him, and ſent 
him paper;pen, and ink; that! he miglitgive him 
an Anſwer.:' The Governour's Letter informed 
hin of our' reſolution! of leaving Florida that 
therefore as he was a Chriſtian , he ought not'to 
truſt himſelf inthe power of: the /ndians,' men 
"without Faith 'and' Religion; that he heartily 
pardoned the fault which/he had committed, pro- 
vided he returned to the' Army , or ſignified in 
Writing whether or notthe was detained by-force. 


An Hadiancarried the Letter to him; arid came 


back again' without other anſwer but the name 
Gu#zmasx written on the margin of it, to let us 
know he was' alive: Moſcoſo ſent twelve: Horſe 
4n ſearch-of hirh ; but ſeeing that he: had! Zndian 
ſpies that informed him of every thing, he hid 
himſelf fo well that he could: not:be tound. - In 
the mean time we were fo pinched 'for-want of 
Maes, that the Governour was obliged to be gone 
without any-farther ſearch after him. We par- 
ted then from Chaguere, andcroſſed the River to 
goto Aays, and fromithence following-the courſe 
of that River, we found the Town of Glaz#o,which 
we had not ſeen before. Ar length we came to 
Niko; 'but'we- found ſo little Maes there, that 
-there was not'enough to maintain the” Souldiers 
'Garing-the time that was/to be employed'in buil- 
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:was,: becaufe we :had:!btien at Geathaya all the 
_ :feed>time ;\ ſo thartheHrdzans:of z/co', ſeated 
-by thezevis they hadiendured, durft-nbt comerto 
:fow their Tands : ' Befides,' we.knew:of no other 
{Country but.this where:there was Maes , and'it 
-being very: fruitful; weiwholly telied-on it for our 
ſubſittadcec: We. fall/into a confuſion: that bor- 
:dered upon: defpairi;; moſt part- of the; Souldiers 
'blamed tht reſolution that had been taken in lea- 
-ving Guaſco, and /not purkiing our diſcoveries. by 
'Land:::'They fazd that. there was no;hapes of ſafe- 
.ty by Sea,nnleſs God wauld- be. pleaſed to work 
-Miractes for them ; for-we-had'no Pilat, 'no Sea! 
-Cart,-and no! body could 'tell:at what place the 
great River fel! into the Ocean. We: wanted Sails 
-alfo,” and every:thing that we could make them 
-of;\ andthough we: had a little Zuequen , which 
1s .2n Hetb:they; make a kind of-Flax of , yet it 
was hardly fiifficient':to; cawIk the: ,Veſiels,; but 
-we werew holly deſtitute.of Pitch and Tar, and 


'ding -the Veſſels: »[The:reafon of that ſcarcity | 


they could-not-be made ſtrong enough to reſiſt || 


the leaſt ſtorm withoutthat,: ſo that-we muſt pe- 
riſh without remedy; 'Fhis: brought into our 
mMinds-themisfortune-of-Narvacts. who was loft 
upon that: Coaſt : But :the-moſt grievonsincan- 
. cvenience of alt; was the wait of Maes:,:; without 
:which it-was-1mpoſſible to ſubb6ſt,, .apd without 
:ſo&d the Souldicrs would not- work---; ln-this de- 
-ſolation'we took thebeſt:caurſe we-gould:, which 
U114D s | 


was 
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LEED vs OO p we wer efhould 
Soi cFs eRiver halo ?fowhs 
ct 'vwe_ [ia <= as” te :Yiſcovered; 'thatwas 
We Conhrry moyd: which was extraordithy 
#ly "truitfy oe C Akers added-;''rhar' they 
Knew not! hen wheth6r: there wiv Mats thers 
or not; becauſe they wete # Wat fri | 
ple, ad yr they | eng , 


omit 

Mey OTE Mi#oy a"; 
F628 iff Frome Le Lon 
vr oper/CHimplotiComtry;; Hero the! wo 
veral 7ndians,and found Maes in abundettced'” *Fhe 
Captain fortified himſelf in one of the Towns, 
and ſent advice to the Governqur of what he had 
done. Great was the joy all over the Camp, 
and inſtantly we parted. It was the beginning 
of December, and that proyed as hard a march as 
wy we had made ſince we left Cano, becauſe of 
the fwamps we met with , and of the rains that 
fell with a North wind , ſo that we were wet a» 
bove and below , and had great cauſe to give 
thanks to God, when we found a little dry place 
N 3 to 
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| ..CHAP. XXXVI. 
Sewen Brigantines are built ; the Army de- 
| parts from Minoya. 


O ſoon as our Quarters were ſetled at Minoya, 

'3 the Governour ordered all the Chains of the 
Indians who were in the Camp to be knoekt off, 
and all the Tron that was kept for a reſerve, to be 
brought out.: We ſet up a Forge for making the 
Iron-work of the Veſſels, and felled woodto build 
them of, A Portugueſe of Ceuta who being a 
ſave at Fez had learned to fawe, taught ſome 
Souldiers the uſe of the Sawe, and a Geneoſe whom 
God had purpoſely preſerved tofave us, '( for he 
alone knew the Art of building Ships,” and had it 
not been for' that man, we had been till in 
Florida) that Geneofe, 1 ſay, being aſljſted by four 
or five Carpenters of Bzſcaye who p_ and 
fitted the Timber, undertook to build Brigan- 
tines. Another Genoeſe, and a Catalonian'ot the 
County of Cerdagne took care to cawik them 
with that Herb I told you of, which reſembles 
Hemp, and is called Enequey ;' and when that fai- 
fed them, they ſupplied the want with the thread 
of Mantles , which they purpoſely undid, and 
mingled it with fat Earth. We had with-'us a 
N 4 Cooper, 
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Cooper, but he was ſick to extremity, and he ſhic 
being the onely man of his Trade that we had, ve 
we were obliged to wait till it pleaſed God to Fhe 
reſtore him to his health ; and though he was ſtill Jheir 
very weak, yet fifteen days before our departure hou 
he made two large Casks for each Brigantine,fach [he | 
as the Sea-men call Hogſheads. The ndiaxs of jo 
Taguanate, which is a Province two days journey [nd; 
from Nz{co up the River, and thoſe of Nz/co alſo 
and Gzachoya, ſeeing that the Brigantines went 
forward, were perſwaded-that we made them for 
carrying away. their crop which they put into 
the. water ; nevertheleſs, they ſtill brought us 
Fiſh and Mantles ; which the Governour exated 
from them for making of Sails. God was ſo 
gracioas at. that time, as to continue. to us the 
marks of his proteftion, by moving the /ndzans, 
to bring us in Mantles ; for we had-no means 
left co.go.and fetch them, becauſe in the begin» 
ning of Winter the water had ſurrounded the 
Town, leaving but one League of, dry Land- a- 
round us; ſo that we could not go out on horſe- 
back, and without that it was impoſlible to re- 
ducethe 1zdians ; for they were very numerous, 
and feared our foot ſo little, that they made no 
ſcrupleto fight them hand to hand either by land 
or. by,water, becauſe they are more dexterons in 
ſhooting , and nimbler than the Chriſtians , the 
ground alfo being more proper for their way of 
fighting. They alſo brought ſofne _ - 

; | Wiz 
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vhich we made. Cables ; and when -thoſe failed, 
'e .made others, of the rinds of Mulberry-trees. 
ſhe Troopers made wooden ſtirrups, and gave 
eir Iroq ones to make Anchors of, In. Harch, 
hough it had not rain'd for above a month. before, 
he River ſwelled ſo prodigiouſly, that it reached 
o Nilco, which is nine Leagues oft on't ; and the 
adians ſaid that it ſpread as far on the other 
ide. - The Town where we, were, ſtood on a 
eight ; nevertheleſs , in, the higheſt places the 
ater reached the ſtirrups of a Trooper. We 
uile high ſheads of great pieces of Timber cove- 
xd with boughs for ſtabling our horſes; and the 
ke.was done in the houſes. But theſe not hol- 
ing out the water , we were obliged to get up 
o the Garrets, and never went out of doors but 
Canoes, or. on horſeback where the ground 
as high. We ſpent two Months before the Ri- 
er returned into its Channel ; 1n the mean time 
e kept a good guard about our Brigantines, 
nd no Iudians:were .any more ſuffered to come 
ear, them. in their Canoes ; for the Governour 
egan to have ſome ſuſpicions, not without 


Fround, that the Jxdians had a mind to riſe ; fo 


hat he ordered that without any noiſe, one of 
hoſe who came.to the Town ſhould be ſejzed,and 
rought to him when all the reſt were gone. The 
rders were put in execution ;-and finding that 
he 1zd:ax would not confeſs any.thing, he com- 
nanded him to be rackt, Then tlie I»dian _ 
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feſſed, that the Caciques of Nzlco, Guachoya, and nc 
Taguante , accompanied with other Caciques te 
the number of twenty , had refolved to"attacl 
the Camp with a very great Army; that't<* 
mask their Treachery, they were to ſend him: 7 
great Preſent of Fiſh , three days before the At 4 
tack, and another Preſent the fame day they had 
pitched upon for the Enterprize': That the | /uþ; 
dians who brought the Fiſh, combining witl : 
thoſe who ſerved in the Camp, were to ſet fire t$; 
the houſes of the Town, having firſt made themf} he 
ſelves Maſtersof the Lances and other Arms tha | 
ſtood before the Souldiers doors :, That at” thÞ; + 
ſight of the fire, the'Caciques, 'who were to be irf;*? 
ambuſh , would fall upon us with all their men gh 
_ and ſurprize us in that diſorder, The Governouth \ 
ordered the 1»dian to be kept in Chains, and on: 
the day he pitched upon , thirty Indians loaded} rr a) 
with Fiſh came to the Town. "They were preÞ 
ſently' apprehended, and Meſcoſo ler ths noſed?! 
and right arms of all of thethto be cur off, anc oP 
in that condition fenr thent back' to Guachoyal he 
whole Subjeds they were, with orders to tell him 
that he'and all his.confederated Caciques might wh 
come ; rhat he impatiently eXpeQed them} ani of] 
thaf: he ſhould know the Governour was infor] oy 
 medof all, even to his moſt ſecret thoughts, This i 
example put them all into a ftrange right, lo. d 
that Nilco and Tagwante came with great. ſub- . 
miſſion to juſtfie themſclves, and gle Cays 2 af- 1% 
Fd TR 


'$ | $ 
FELL 
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nGuachoya brought another Cucique a Vaſkal of 
1. who had earn, of 2. certain,,,! that Nilco and 


of HGgte: ra ,reall Micombined a {&t the Chri- 
n'4 gn 5 Was rela ok coſo £2 ed ſome of the 
days 0 f Nil cotoÞ PapK tea kr who confeſſed 


At; 


had?” >|trprh. They. were delivered. over to. this 


FI 3, Whg.put them: to, death - without the 
oe own ;-and nex PRs day. ,Moſcoſs, puniſhed likewiſe 
> ome ubjeRts of 7 aguante, who alſo confeſſed the 
ml 1 ha wo; their\.Ceczque , to. whom, 1, oy 
home without, nole or hands. This pie 
- D ff juſtice comforted and. tully latisfied the FA 
-Þt 6-acboya, and: from that tzme they came dail 
11h} -- ig 
Fr TUES With 06 Manley, Fiſh, and. Hogs, of 
"hv 5 a og breed by the Swine, which 
by (7 tray'd when.we; Re d thr hraugh. that Country 
$* fore. Nay, they egg'd on, the Govergour;to 
Sf make War withi.7; wante 28 loon as the waters 
Werg tallen , and offered, to. accompany him and 
xryeihun as Gyides, . He ſent rhither forme Foot, 
Twkom the. /ydians carried. dawn. the River in 
fk Canoes, and 3.Captain with Horſe by Land, 
pho attacked, the. Town..; They made a grear 
y.Priſoners of. both .Sexes, and. good wo 
: of Manrles, which came very ſeafonably con 
lring the want-we. had: of Sai... At.leogth, in 
rhe Monthiof Fuxe; the. Brigantines were finiſh- 
Jed; and though the /udians had:rold us that.the 
| great River. overflow'd.; but once a. year when 


1rthe Snow melted, which: had already ny 
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and'that it Was then Summer, when nora lh 
fallen fora vety long ime, yet'it was thi wilt 
God; rhat it Rolled aga in all'of a' ſudden tne 
Moon, and, as may ſay, -came-to a me _ _ 
&4ntines, which ſo were very-cafily launched ff 
whereas had we' been neceſſitated to catt-therſ/, 
over-land, they would have been in danger” 
breaking, or bilgitig by the Keel;'or ſomiewtier| 

. elſe, the nails for want of Tron were ſo ſhort? 1 
the planks fo thiti. © The 1vditns of 245 nioya Ca Th, 
daily fo ferveus, not ſo mu rout of inclinzrion” 
as neceſſity, that' they might"Sxin'f what to. 1 
liveon; for the Souldiers had” ſeized "2ÞPthel] + 
Maes + And'ecing their Country was very Fair ; 
fulin that , and that they: tnade' moſt-of theilyg” 
food of it, the ey" being ſo niimfous Knew. Fo 
what"to ret” 'tocat. © Thoſe who came - #0" thh1 
Town y were foftmiſhed , thijr"rhey were Fed celmil 
105kin 6 bones, and many ded for meer! Wanthot 
The Governobr | Bad (everally'diſchary - ahYthe 
Mats to be | piver to them? Bur the ChHIian wh 
ſceing that eh! the Hogs" hid their bellies!Rilflott 
and-F} at thefe 'pbor Indians who! cameatl toolFe 
nh pains to ſerve them, and whoſe Extfear? or 
miſery they could not” but pity-/\charitably Gabe mi 
ther of the Maes they had ; nevertheleſs; throughbe 
their charitableneſs. we had! Hot Maes enoturhlW 
to'pnt on board*for the uſe of: the Army.” | Wir 5 
that remained was put i into the-Bf pes; and 
twelve great Cayoes tHat 'were'- two andlth 


— 


two: 


- 
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Th 70/together. Firſt we put on ' board two'and 
tGWVEerL y-of the beſt Horſes, and then killed all the 
iecft; whoſe fleſh with that of the Hogs were dried. 
Ugo the Spaniards parted from Minoya, the ſecond 


pc9s 0543-7 
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he Indians of Quigaltan attack the Spa- 
. »Aiards upon the River, and the ſucceſs 
ct of that Engagement. 


NNE day before we went on board, it was 
I reſolved, that all the /zdian Men and Wo- 
tiymen; who followed the Army, ſhould be dif- 
*Emilled, except an hundred, whom the Gover- 
nnour allowed to be kept and Embarked, But 
nthere; being a great ;:many perſons of Quality, 
whom he durſt not 'refuſe -what he granted to 
Mothers, he was obliged to come off with this 
ONFetch ; thar every, one might keep Indians fo 
Mlong as:we were. '\upon the River, but that they 
Vamutt all be ſent back when we come to the Seg, 
>hbecauſe we had not Casks enough to hold - freſh” 
2Water for ſo many people; In the mean time he 
eave-notice privately to his Friends , that they 
1M{henld retain thoſe whom they had, and carry 
dthem;with them into New Spain 2. So they who 
Oh: Were 
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were in bad terms with him, and who were:n C 
a few, ſent back about five/hundred Z»diars Sor 
all Age and Sex ;| amongſt whom there weyr 
fome young "ones. that ſpake and underſtoghng 
Spaniſh already. For being ignorant of the MYhra 
ſtery which time diſcovered to them afterwardfGo 
they thought it would be cruelty to take theqſbur 
along with them,, and leave them fo far froqTh 
their own Country , in danger of” being madgg 
Slaves by other, 7ndzans ;: and for the advantagthe 
of a few dayes ſervice to reward them fo ill td yin 
all the ſervices they'had rendered them. Moffthe 
of theſe poor Indians went away weeping, which tha 
wrought a great deal of compaſiion in us, ſee] the 
ing ſo many Souls loſt without remedy , tha ths 
might have been faved, by inſtructing them it ta 
the Chriſtian Faith, which' with 'all their heart] to 
they would have received. The Spaniards wh we 
parted from Minoya were in all ' three hundreq of 
and twenty two, in ſeven Brigantines, pretty] wa 
well built, fave that the Planks were a little toq pu 
thin, becauſe of the weakneſs of the Tron work th: 


that they were not well caulked, and that they ba 


were open without any Deck. Some board w] 


-were laid a-croſs' to ſerve for a Deck, that'thy a 1 


Seamen might have convenience to Sail aud work} to 


the Veſſel; and that the Souldiers alfo migtif| za, 


walk and take the air. Moſcoſo appointed' a Cap) Fo 
tain for every Brigantine, /and imiade them 'take| rh 


an'Oath to obey tum, till-4we "were ' come Kite 74 
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NG Chriſtian Country. He choſe the beſt of all 
'S Gor himfelf, and fo we fell down to Guachoya. 
VeIThe 7rdzans expetted us there in their Cayoes, 
ond had made a kind of a Hall covered with 
Mybranches of Trees , where they intreated the 
rdIGovernour to come a ſhoar and refreſh himſelf; 
Iltbut he excuſed himſelf, and continued his courſe. 
Of The Zrdians waited upon us in their Canoes as far 
adaas.'a branch of the River, which broke oft to 
Igthe right hand. They told Moſcoſo that the Pro- 
id vince of uigaltan was not far from thence, and 
off they preſſed mich to land and make War againſt 
1athat Cacique , promiſing to aſſiſt us with all 
ed their force ; but ſeeing they had told us before 
al that that Province was three dayes Journey di- 
th ſtant, the Governour thought they had a mind 
t! to betray him, and therefore diſmitled them. So 
ewe continued our courſe by the largeſt branch 
eg of the River, which run very ſwift, making 
{ way a-pace with our Oars. The firſt day we 
q-put a-ſhoar into a Wood by the River fide, on 
x1 the left hand, and when night came, we Em- 
-F barked again. Next day we landed near a Town 
of which the /rdjans abandoned. There we took 
W a Woman, who told us that the Town belonged 
NF to a Cacique called Nubaſene, a Vallal of Quigal- 
1 tavs, and that Quigaltas expeRted us with great 
Forces. Moſceſo ſent ſome Horſe | down along 
& rhe River ſide, who found great quantity of 
a Maes in ſome Houſes, whither the whole Army 
7 3 One went, 
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went, and tarried a day, to put.on board thqiou 
Maes which we wanted very much. Whilſt wgtw: 
were ſtill in that Poſt, we ſaw ſeveral Canoeytha 
with Irzians in them, who rowed down the WaſCa 
ter; and being come to the ſide oppoſite to us} in 
with ſome kind of confuftion they drew up 1 
- order of Battle. The General ſent off all thq to 
Croſs-bow men in two Caves, who diſperſed of 
the Indians ; but when they faw that the Spa hir 
miards did nothing but diſperſe them withou th: 
purſuing, they took heart , and drew nigh pre 
threatning us. And ſo long as the Fleet cont En 
nued in that place, they ſtill kepr within ſigh dit 
of us, ſome in their Canoes, and others on thq ga. 
River ſide. When we weighed Anchor they ed 
got on head of us, and joined all together neay in! 
2 Town that ſtood very high, upon one ſide off hi: 
the River, as if they intended to ſtay and fight an 
us there. Each Brigantine had a Caxoe at hefg tu 
Stern, to ſerve when occaſion offered. Theſg in 
Canoes were Manned with well-armed Souldiers} ih 
who diſperſed that Body of /zdians and burnt 4: 
the Town. Afﬀter that we went a-ſhoar in an} m 
open Plain, where the Zd:zans durſt not moleſt} m 
-us ; but next day they appeared upon the River] ar 
to the number of an hundred Canoes, amongſY gc 
which there were ſome ſo great that they carrieq jo 
threeſcore and ten men. - The Cacique's Canoey h: 
had their Pavillions, under -which the Irdjary ec: 
appeared, adorned with Feathers of ſeveral C 
ours 
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hglours, and they advanced in good order within 
wdtwo Crofs-bow ſhot of the Brigantines. From 
oeff that ſtation they ſent three Zydzans in a little 
{I Canoe, under the falſe pretext of a Treaty : But 
in reality to obſerve our order and ſtrength. 
in} They were carried aboard Meſcoſo's Brigantine, 
hd to whom one of the /n4zans faid,that the Cacique 
xd of Qujgaltan his Maſter, had ſent him to offer 
Þ44 him his Friendſhip, and to aſſure him, that all 
ud that the /ndians of Guachoya had ſpoken to his 
hy prejudice was falſe ; that they being his declared 
t4 Enenues, the Governour ought not to give cre- 
hq dit to their Impoſtures; but believe, that Quzi- 
hd galtan was ready to ſerve him. Moſcoſo anſwer- 
ey ed, that he was very well perſwaded of the good 
ar intentions of Quiga/tas, and that he ſhould tell 
off his Maſter, that he had a great eſteern for him; 
hg and deſired to be his Friend. The /ndzans res 
6d turned with that Anſwer to their Maſter, and 
eſd rmmediately they fell upon us with terrible 
rs] ſhouts. The Governour Conimanged out Fob 
off de Guzman, with fifteen armed men in Canoes, to 
make head againſt the Enemy; The Jndians 
made a ſtop at the fight of that Detachment, 
and divided into two , till the Spaniards wete 
ff got betwixt them two Diviſions. Then they 
ed joined, and ſhut in Guzman with the Canoes that 
peg had advanced with him , which they furiouſly 
wi engaged ; and ſeeing their Canoes were much big- 
04 ger than ours , and that they jumpt into the 

| J Water 
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Water on all ſides to hold them up, and to overs 
ſer thoſe of Guzman, they over-turned theſe in af} — 
trice; ſo that thoſe brave Men fell into the Wa- 
'ter, where they periſhed miſerably , becauſe of 
the weight of their Arms that ſunk them to the 0 
bottom ; and ſuch as could keep themſelves up } 
by ſwimming, or that ſtuck to the Canoes were 
knocked down with poles. The Souldiers whc 
were in the Brigantines ſeeing that terrible dif: 
order, did all they could to affift them ; bur thef -— 
rapidity of the ſiream rendered their Attempts 
uſeleſs, becauſe there was no rowing againſt it toftac 
come up to the Enemy ; ſo that there was butfbol 
four Spaniards ſaved, who ſwam to the next Brijon 
gantine. They loſt eleven,amongft whom:Fobn deſwh 
Guzman, and a Son of Don Carlos .called Fohn delthe 
Vargas were much lamented ; the reſt alſo wereſfor 
perions of Quality and worth. 'They who eſca-fhad 
ped faid, thar they had ſeen ſome /ndzans carryſder 
Fohn de Guzman into one of their Canoes , butſſhad 
whether dead or live they could not tell. 
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fd CHAP. XXXVII. 

: of the Headſtrongneſs of the Indians 3 
C purſuing us during our courſe in the 
oh Rzver. 


if 
ee FT *His advantage made the 7ndzavs fo infos 
til | lent and fierce, that they came and at= 


toltacked the Brigantines, which they had not the 
utyboldnefs to do till then. The firſt they ſet up- 
Ion was that which Caldeiras commanded, and 
delwhich was in the Reere. Art the firſt diſcharge 
dathey wounded five and twenty men on board ; 
refſfor there were but four in that Brigantine that 
a-fhad Armour. Theſe came to the ſides to hin- 
"YIder the [dans from boarding ; but they who 
utthad no Arms finding themſelves expoſed to the 
\rrow«ſhot , left the Oars and hid themfzlves 
nder the Deck. So that the Brigantine fell as 
roſs the ftream, and would have been carried 
down. by the Current, had not one of the Soul- 
diers in Armour, without ſtaying for the Cap- 
tains Orders, made a Foot Souldier ply his Oar 
again , who ſet the Brigantine to rights, and 
P.Kkept her fo, whilft the Trooper covered him 
ith his Buckler , nay and with his Body too. 
he Indians came no nearer than their Bows 
U A ©! - | _ 
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ſhoot, from whence they did us a great deal of 
miſchief, when we could flo them no hurt, be- 
cauſe there was but one- Croſs-Bow 1n each Bri- 
gantine, the reſt being out of condition of ſer- 
vivg ; ſo that all the Spaniards could do was to 
receive their ſhot, and keep them from board- 
ing. Art length they left that Brigantine and at- 
tacked another, which they engaged for half an 
hours ſpace, and fo one after another they had 
a touch at all of them. We made donble Mats 
well put together, and ſo ſtrong, that an Ar- 
row could not pierce them. And they who had 
ſo much ſpare time from the ndzans ſhot, made 
a Target-fence along the ſ1des of the Brigantines. 
Theic people being mad that they could not hurt 
us by ſhooting upon a level, ſhot their Arrows 
at random in the air, that falling down into the 
Brigantine, they might by their weight do grea- 
ter Execution ; and ſo they wounded ſome Soul- 
diers. Their greateſt efforts were againſt thoſe 
that lookt after the Horſes iri the Canoes, whic 

a hundred times they eflayed to board ; but the 
Brigantines defended them, turning round the 
Canoes, and at length put them into the middle 
of the Fleet. In the mean time that way. of 
fighting wearying them ſo, that they coulc 
hardly ſtand under their- Armour any longer 
The Governour reſolved to keep going all the 
night long, that he might paſs the Province ol 
B2»igaltan, where he thought the Enemies woulc 
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give us no more trouble. But they followed us 
on ſtill; and when we imagined them tar enough 
from us, and began to take heart again, they 


came upon us all of a ſudden with ſuch hideous 


ſhouting, that we were quite ſtunn'd with it: 
Theſe allarms laſted all night long , and halt 
next day, at which time the Fleet was pait the 
Province of Qujiga/tan; nevertheleſs, we found 
no more eaſe tor all that ; becauſe the former be- 
fore they left us, recommended us to the Indzans 
of that other Province, who preſently came in 
purſuit of us with fifty Canoes. We were engag'd 
with them a whole day and a night; nay, they 
had the boldneſs to board one of the Brigantines 
which was retreating with its Canoe at the ſtern, 
out of which they took an 4ian woman , and 
wounded ſome - Souldiers. They who carried 
the horſes in the Caxoes, being weary of rowing 
{s long a time,reſted themlelves ſometimes ; and 


then the ndians fell upon them immediately. 


This obliged the Briganrines to ſtay for them, 
which was a great hindrance to, us, ſo that the 
Governour reſolved to put- aſhoar , and kill all 
the horſes ; accordingly having found a place fit 
for putting that deſign in execution , we landed, 
and killed theſe poor beaſts, that were, dried as + 
the reſt were: There'were but onely five or fix 
lett alive, which, ſo ſoon as the Spaniards were 
on board again, the Zdians went athoar to ſeize ; 
but the horſes defended themſelves by kicking 
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and running from ſide to fide , which put them 


into ſuch a fright, that moſt part leapt into the| 


water, and all got into their Cayoes again to fol- 
low the Brigantines, which they mauled with cons» 
tinual ſhooting of Arrows. In that manner we 
ſpent that whole night, and until tena clock next 
morning, about which time the Enemy left us. 
Then teven Camces with Indians of a little Town 
upon the ſide of the River, came to continue the 
purſuit ; but perceiving they did us but little hurt, 
they return'd to their Town ; and from that time 
forward we met with no more Enemies upon the 
River. Our courſe continued ſeventeen days ; 
wherein we made two hundred and fifty Leagues : 
the River at its mouth divides it ſelf into two 


branches, eachof which are at leaſt a League and | 


a halfover. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 
The Fleet comes to the Sea; what befel 
the Spaniards before they put out into it, 
and in the beginning of their Voyage, 


—T He Souldiers being almoſt ſpent by ſo much 

© fighting, and much more by the trouble 
of rowing, we reſolved to go aſhoar halfa League 
trom the mouth of the River, that they might 
1 have 
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have ſome days reſt. They had other troubles 


| upon them beſides, occaſioned by the ſcarcity of 


proviſions ; infomuch that for many days they 
had nothing but a little Maes roaſted or boiled 
in a pot, which was diſtributed amongſt them by 
allowances, every meſs of three having a Head- 
piece full, and but ſcanty meaſure too.” As ſoon 
as we were encamped, the /ndians came in ſeven 
Canoes to attack ours ; and at the fame time 
other Enemies made up to us croſs a ſwamp, ar» 
med with poles with ſharp-pointed hooks made 
of a fiſh bone, wherewith they fought ſo vigo- 
rouſly, that after they had wounded fome Span- 
ards with their Arrows, they cloſed with us ; 
but, at length, with much ado we beat them 
oft. In the mean time the Governour ordered 


ſome Souldiers togo into the Caroes and make 


head againſt. the Enemies : They waited for us 
till we were withinSow-ſhot; and then having 
ſhor, and wounded ſome Souldiers, they retreat- 
ed as nimbly as a well-mounted Trooper clears 
himſelf when he is belet by Foot; and rallying 
again they renewed the charge always within 
the reach of their own ſhot, and withour the 
reach of ours : for tough ſome of our Souldiers 
had Bows, yct they knew not how toule them ; 
and befides, their Arms were almoſt broken with 
rowing. - The Enemy on the contrary expected 
them at their own eaſe ; and baving made their 
diſcharges, they wheel'd about again, like Horlſe- 
O 4 men 
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- Men a pickeering. Our men obſerving this, and fror 
that there was but little appearance to come up 
with them, nay and that thoſe who had got near- 
gſt were very ill handled, thought it was enough 
to beat them off, and ſo returned to the Brigan- 
tines. We tarried two days 1n that. place, and 
then the Fleet , following the Current of that 
branch of the River where we were, fell down to 
the Sea: The Governour ordered to found to ſee 
What water we had in the Rivers mourh ; and 
having found forty farhom water, he came to an 
Anchor, and called a Council, that all might give 
their Opinions as to the Voyage we were to 
undertake. The queſtion was put, Whether we 
ſhould dire& our courſe ſtreight for New-Spazn, 
{tanding out to Sea,orCoalt it along near the ſhoar. 
Opinions were divided ; but the advice of Dax- 
huſco weighed moſt with the Governour, becauſe 
he found others that concufffedewith him iri the 
ſame Judgment. Danbuſco was a man that preſu- 
med much on his parts and skill in Sea-Afﬀairs, 
though his knowledge therein was backed by no 
experience: He alleadged to the Governour, that 
it was much more convenient to ſtand out to Sea, 
and- croſs the Gulf, than to keep near a ſhoar 
that made many Bays , ſeeing . it would ſhorten 
our Voyage by three parts in four : Maintain- 
ing, That according to the Maps which he had 
ſeen , the Coaſt from the placewhere we were, 
£0 the Riyer of Pa/ms,bore Eaſt and ces "= 
| 0  trom 
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nd from that River to New-Spain it run North and 
2p Gouth ; ſo that if we followed it, we ſhould make 
r=- þ compaſs that would extreamly retard our Voy- 
h þge, and put us in danger of being overtaken by 
n- the Winter, before we could come into a Countr 
d finhabited by Chriſtians: Whereas it we had but 
it ny favourable wind, we might croſs the Gult in 
en or twelve days time. But that advice was 
ot at all approved by the better part of the 
Council: ' They ſaid, that it was the far ſurer 
ay to keep along the Coaſt, though the Voy- 
age would be longer ; becaufe our Veſſels were 
very ſlightly built, and without Decks, which 
made them in danger of being loſt, ſhould we 
meet with the leaſt ſtorm; that the risk was no 
leſs if we were becalmed or met »with contrary 
. [winds, becauſe we had bur very little freſh water 
for. want of Casks to put it in. And, in fine, 
hough the Brigantines were ſtrong enough to 

hold out a ſtorm, ſince we had neither Pilot nor 
Compaſs to direct our courſe, it would be a raſh- 
neſs to croſs over an unknown Gulf. That Ad- 
vice which carried by pluralities of voices, was fol- 
lowed, and it was concluded that we ſhould not 
itand off from the Coaſt. The Fleet being ready 
ro ſet fail , rhe Cable of the Brigantine on board 
of which the Governour was, ſlipt. its Anchor, 
and left it in the bottom of the water. And 
though we were near Land, nevertheleſs it could 


not be got up again by the Divers, . becauſe of 
the 
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the depth of the River. Moſcoſo and all thaſfhe 
were aboard with him were extreamly troubleQThi 
at this accident, and they were forced to take Kill | 
Mili-ſione inſtead of an Anchor , with fome bitKoll 
that the Troopers had ſtill reſerved, which werhad 
tied to it to encreaſe its weight. Thus we pufwit 
to Sea with a favourable wind, and in very faitþeg 
weather, being the Eighteenth day of Fly. Theeur 
Governour and Danhaſco being on head withply 
their Brigantines, kept out two or three Leagueſwe 
at Sea; the other Captains bore up to the Goffet 
vernour to ask-him it he deſigned to quit thewa: 
ſhoar, which he ought not to do without acquaingþ li 
ting them, ſeeing 1t was contrary to the reſoſutiſto! 
on of Council ; that if he would not follow itfye 
neither would they follow him , and every oneÞdif 
would make the beſt of his way, Moſcoſo an{he 
ſwered, That he would not undertake any thingſfur 
without the advice of is Council ; that he ſtoodfſho 
onely off from the ſhoar that he might ſail within 
more ſecurity in the night-time, and that nexthnc 
day he would come in fight of it again when hefſn 
ſaw his time. We failed all that day and theÞGc 
next until the Evening with a fair wind, and allfkn 
the while in freſh water, which was a ſurprize toſter 
us, ſeeing we were a great way from the mouthſ 
of the great River : but its Current being ver 

ſtrong, and the Coaſt low, it carries its freſh wa- 
ter a great way out into the Sea. About night 
we diſcovered a little Iſland like a Rock , where 


the 


f 
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thathe Fleet came to an Anchor to take a little reſt, 
bleThere Danhuſco fo prevailed by his reaſons, that 
xe &ll the Officers conſented to ſtand out to Sea. We 
bitFollowed that courſe two days ; but when we 
rad a mind to put in again to the ſhoar, we met 
PuFwith a contrary wind, ſo that the fourth day we 
faibegan to be in want of freſh water. Every one 
[hecurſed Daznhuſco, and the Governour too for com- 
1thplying with his advice; and all the Captains 
ueEſwore that they would no more leave the tſhoar, 
T0Þet the Governour take what courſe he pleaſed. Tr 
thewas the will of God that the wind veered abour 
ink little, and four days after that the Fleet had 
thiſtood out toSea, all our freſh water being ſpent, 
itfye rowed in to ſhoar again with a great deal of 
neifficulty, and went to land on the fand where 
nhere was no ſhelter. In the Evening the wind 
Ngurned about to the South; and blew full upon the 
odthoar, on which it forced our Brigantines. The 
thiwind was high, and our Anchors being but light 
xthnd weak came home, fo that our Veſſels drove, 
Kin this extremity all leapt into the water by the 
1eÞGovernours order, and ſtood betwixt the Land 
Ilknd the Brigantines, to keep them out in the was 
8 ter, until the wind abated. 
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CHAP. XL. _ 


Morm diſperſes the Brigantines ; the" 
Joyn again at a Rock, or little Iſland. 


O ſoon as the ſtorm was over , our men wenho th 
aſhoar and dug pits, which furniſhed us withyas 
freſh water enough to fill the Casks of all thÞrig 
Brigantines. Next day we ſet failagain, and atpiec; 
ter two days came to an Anchor in a little Creelupy 
fafe from the South-wind that blew at that timdxibl 
and was againſt us; it detained us four days fe 
that place, till at length rhe weather being caln{{in 
again, we rowed out ; but towards the Eveninfto t 
the wind began to blow freſh, ſo that it force cea 
the Brigantines upon the ſhoar. We-were ſenf cor 
ſible then of our taulr in leaving our Road ; folf ſuc 
the Sea began to ſwell very high , and the wind pe: 
blew ſo hard, that the Brigantines could not keeff the 
company. Two of them that were on head off th 
the reſt, were forced into an Arm of the Sea thaf we 
run into the Land ; and the other five ſeparated ed 
from one another a League or a League and | w' 
half, were-caſt upon a flat open ſhoar, not knowy ar 
ing where they were , nor what was become off ex 
the reſt ; the Sea being rough broke furiouſly up4 A 
on that ſhoar, and the Anchors could not holdJ g 
The 
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he Oars ſignified nothing at all almoſt againſt 

e violence of the ſtorm, though there were at 

aſt ſeven or eight men at. each Oar to keep the 
efſel in the water, which made all the reſt jump 
hepver-board. When the wave that forced*the 
rigantine to land was paſt, they thruſt her out 
gain with incredible pain and labour, whilſt the 
eſt with bowls laved out the water that broke in- 
efo the Veſſel. In the mean time the rempeſt 
'URyas ſtill encreafing, as our fears alſo of ſeeing our 
lBrigantines, in which all our hopes lay, broken to 
alpieces, when we were attacked by a far more in- 
efupportable calamity ; for about night ſuch a ter- 
Ngrible quantity of Musketto's came about us, that 
fwe were all over covered with them ; and their 
1ſtingings cauſed ſo ſharp pains, that they ſeemed 
DJ to be venomous. About break of day the wind 
ceaſed, and we had a calm, but the Musketto's 
19 continued as bad as ever, for they fell upon us it 
ON ſuch numberleſs ſwarms, that our white Sails ap= 
1 peared all black; and the Rowers could not ſet 
"NF their hands to an Oar , without ſomebody by 
ol them to beat off theſe Inſets. However, we 
1 were ſoglad to ſee the ſtorm over, that we laugh- 
4 ed at the other inconvenience, when by day-light 
{ we could ſee one another with monſtrous faces ; 
7 and it was no unpleaſant fight to behold how 
J every one beat themſelves to kill the Musketto's. 
1 All fell a rowing, and our Fleet got together a- 
gain 1n that little Gulf where the two firſt Bri- 

| gantines 
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gantines had put into. There we found of thatf1N© 
ſcum of the Sca called Copeck much like to pitch] WE 
which ſome indeed make uſe of inſtead of it forſÞe! 


cheir Veſſels, as we our ſelyes did, having ſtayed{p!? 


hit 


two days in that place to re-fit our Brigantines. 
We failed two days more, and came to an Anchor 
in a Bay where we ſtay'd as long; we ſent out 
ſeven men in a Cayce to find out the bottom of 
theBay ; but they could not. The Fleet fer fail 
witha South wind which was againſt us ; nevers 
theleſs, ſeeing it was not violent, all were ſo deſie 
rous to make an end of our Voyage as foon as we 
could, that we employed our utmoſt endeavours 
to get out to Sea again. We advanced then for 
two days with little Wind and much labour, till 
we came to alittle Iſland at the entry of an arm 
of the Sea, The weather that hapned after gave 
us good cauſe to thank God, for ſending us into 
that ſafe Road : There were a great many fiſh 
thereabours, which we taok with Nets or the 
Hook; and it hapned that a Souldier having 
thrown in a Line, the end whereof was tied to 
his wriſt, a fiſh ſwallowed the Hook and Bait 
with ſo much force, that it drew the man head- 
long into the water: by good luck he bethought 
himſelf of an Axe which he carried about him, 
wherewith he cut the Line, and ſwom back to 
the ;Brigantine.. Bad weather kept us here a 
fortnight, and then it pleaſed God to ſend us a 
favourable gaJe, for which we rendred him our 

moſh 
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hid moſt humble thanks, in a very d:vout Proceſſion 
-ch1 which we made along the ſhoar of that Iſland ; 
forſ beſeeching his Divine Majeſty ro guide us into a 
7edl place where we might conſecrate our Services to 
es him with more zeal and tranquility. 
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CHAP. XLI. 


The Spaniards arrive at the Town of 
Panico. 


LE Reſh water is to be found by digging in the 
 fandevery-where on that Coaſt, which was 
a great convenience to us for filling our Casks. 
So after we had ended our Proceſſion , we went 
on board, and run along jn ſight of land fix days, 
Daxhuſco perſiſted ſtill in his firſt Opinion, ſaying, 
that he had ſeen Maps, and remembred that that 
Coaſt bore North and South , ſo ſoon as one was 
paſt the River of Palms; rhat hitherto we had 


ſteered from Eaſt to Weſt ; and that ſo according 


to his judgment that River could not be far off. 
The Fleet ſtood a little out to Sea, and next day 
early in the morning we perceived at a diſtance 
ſome Palm-trees, which ſeemed to rife above 
the ſurface of the water , and we obſerved that 
that Coaſt lay North and South. ' At noon we 
began to diſcover very . high mountains, which 

we 
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we had not ſeen before, becauſe from the Port of |a#te 


the Zoly Gheſt to that place, the Land is low and 
level, ſo that it cannot be. ſeen but very near. 
Theſe remarks made us believe that we had paſs'd 
the River of Palms in the night-time , and we 
knew very well that it was but threeſcore 
Leagues from the River of Panico : But others 
alleadged that we ought not to loſe fo good wea- 
ther , and that Panzico could not be ſo near that 
we ſhould fear to paſs it in one nights failing. 
However, we reſolved at length to ſpare fait and 
| keep on our courſe ; all the Fleet did ſo except 
two Brigantines , which making what fail they 
could, were by break of day got beyond Panto 
without ſeeing it ; but the Captains of the five 
other Brigantines that were in the reer, were 
wiſer and more fortunate. The firſt Brigantine 
that diſcovered the River was Captain Caldez- 
ran's ; they were within a quarter of a League 
without diſcovering it, when perceiving the wa- 
ter thick, they taſted it, and found it to be freſh ; 
then they advanced towards the mouth of the 
River, where the water broke upon a bank o 
ſand at the entry into it. No body knowing what 
River it was, they conſulted together what was 
beſt to be done if they ſhould put in, or keep oh 
their courſe forwards; at length they reſolved to 
enterin, rowing cloſe by the {hoar to avoid the 
Current, and fo they found a Harbour. As they 
put into it they obſerved ſome a. 

alter 
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of after the Spaniſh faſhion, which gave them the 


:q {boldneſs to ask them what —_— they were 


in. The dias anſwered in Spaniſh, that they 
were in the River of Paxico, and that the Town 
was fifteen Leagues off. It is hot to be expreſt 
with what joy they received thoſe glad tidings 3 
their Birth-day ſeemed not to them ſo happy a4 
day,as that was : They leaped aftioar , atid kiſt 
it a thouſand times, lifting up their eyes afd 
hands to Heaven to thank God for the favour he 
had beſtowed upon them. The Souldters'of the 
Brigaritines that followed Caldeirar's, perceiving 
that he entered the River, ſteered the ſame courſe, 
and arrived at the Harbour; but thoſe who 
were on board the other two Brigantines, had not 
the ſame fortune. When they found that the 
reſt did not follow, they tackt about to look 
after them, but the wind was contrary, and the 
Sea forough, that they were forced to come to 
an Anchor near the ſhoar. In thqt place they 
were toſſed with ſo furious a ſtorm, that finding 
they could not weather it neither at Sea nor in 
that ſtation, they took the courſe to run aſhoar ; 
And ſeeing the Brigantines were light and drew 
little water, and that that ſhoar was low and of 


4 ſoft farid, the wind drove them on dry ground 


without any hurt to the Veſſels, or tothoſe that 
were in them. So that whilſt the Spaniards who 
were in the Harbour, taſted pleaſures which can- 
not be expreſt, theſe were over-whelmed with 

P oriet 
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grict and trouble, : ſeeing they knew not what 
as, become- of,therr Companions, . nqr- whether 
orcurie had.caſt them - into a. Country , where 
theyhould . meet with. ſavage-people, and Ene- 
myes.to the Spaniards, They. were ſhipwrackt 
two Leagues below the Harbour; and-ſo ſoon as 
they found themſelyes out of: dapger; every; one 
Perks up what he was able to carry,, and lo ad- 
vanced up intothe Country ; at-length they met 
with, Zudians , who. told them where they were, 
which,.turned' their ſadneſs into, extraordinary 
1, , and they thaokedGcd, as it;was their duty, 


for, delivering them opt of fo many. miſeries and| 


BANE. 
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CHAP. XLIE. 


The Spaniards go to Panico, and in what 
manner the Inhabitants received them. 


S > Voyage laſted fifty days from the mouth 
1 of the great River in F/orida, to the mouth 
ry of the River of-Panico, into which we entred the 
Tenth of September, 1543. We ſpent four days 
nd -ingoing up the River with our Brigantines ; but 
the wind being low , and not very uſeful to us 
becauſe of the compaſies which that River fetches, 

ſo that we were many times obliged totow them 

up, the paſſage was ſo tedious and toilfome, that 

we left the Brigantines to the care of the Sea= 
men, and went by Land to Panico , being impa- 
tient to get, as ſoon as wecould, intoa Chriſtiart 

” | Country, and to be'preſent at Divine Service, 
whichfora very long time we had not been. We 
were all cloathed in Buck-skins died black; and 
ſo-ſoon as we entred the Town, we went ftreight 
to'the Church to offer up our Prayers to God, 

_ and moſt humbly to thank him for the Miracles 

>. | hehad wrought in ſaving us. TheBurghers who 
were informed/by the Zzd;ans of our. arrival , 
came to the Church, from whence they took 
home with them ſuch of us as they could know, 
P 2 or 
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or who belonged to their Relations or Friends. 


The Governour of the place offered his Houſe to 
Moſcoſo, and ordered the. other Spaniards to be 


quartered by ſixes, or even more, according to || } 


the convenience of the Inhabitants, who kindly 
entertained their Gueſts with Pullets and Bread 
of Maes, and the fruits of rhe Country, which are 
[the fame thatare in the Iſle of Cuba. The Town 
of Panico contains about threeſcore and ten Fami- 


lies: "their Houſes for moſt part are built of Stone 
and Lime,except ſome few that are only wooden, | 


and they are all thatched. The Country is not 


Rich, becauſe it produces neither Gold nor Sil-. 
'ver; but, on the other hand, the Inhabitants have | 


-plenty of all that is neceſlary for life. The 
wealthieſt have not above five hundred Crowns 
of yearly Rent; and their Revenue conſiſts in 
Cotton, Poultry, and Maes , which the [ndians 
who are their Vaſſals, pay them as quit-Rent. 
We were in all-three hundred and eleven Gentle- 
men and Souldiers, remaining of above ſix hun» 
; dred who followed Soto into Florida, when we 
entered this Town. The Governour of the 
place forthwith diſpatched a Burgher to give ad- 


vice toDon Antonio de Mendoſa Viceroy of Mexi- 


co, that three hundred men of the Forces that had 
been with Don Fernando de Soto for the Diſcove- 
ry and Conqueſt of Florida, were arrived at Pa- 
nico, to the end he might give orders for. their 
ſubſiſtance, as being in the Emperours Service. 

The 
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AThe Viceroy and all the Inhabitants of Mexico: 
$were extreamly ſurprized at- the news; for alt 
'Tgave us over for loſt ſo ſoon as we advanced up 
into the Country of Florida; and they lookt up» 
0 on it as a Miracle, that having no placeof retreat, 
7 nor no aſſiſtance ſent-us, - we could have main- 
"tained our ſelves ſo long amongſt theſe. Infigels. 
| So ſoon as the Viceroy received the advice , he 
| Tent Orders in writing, to furniſh us.in all places 
\ we paſt through , with Proviſions, and /ndiay 


= we ? 


) Servants; and if _ refuſed to ſupply us ACcor- 
le 


| dingly, he gave us leave by the fame Order to 


I \ take by force, without any danger of punifh= 


| ment: But we needed it not ; forall the way we 

| went, the people came out*and metus, ſtriving 
who ſhould firſt prefent' 'us with” Pullers an 
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 CHAP.. XLIIF. 


Of the civil and generous manner how we 


were treated by the Viceroy, and the In- 
babitants of Mexico. 


J- is reckoned threeſcore. Leagues: from. Pa- 
n1co tO. the great City. of Meſtitamp, . or Mext- 
eo; and-it isas far from that City to the Port of 
Feracruce, Which, is alſo threeſcore Leagues from 
Panico. .Feracruce is the, Port where, they; take 
ſhipping to go.from.Mexicg, to Spaiy,,. and where 
they land,when they come .from Spain to; Mexj- 


ca ; and theſe three Towns make a Friangle, Yer 


racruce being the South-Angle ; Panico the Faſt, 
and Mexico the Weſt. This Country is ſo popu» 


Tous, that the moſt remote Villages of the 7r- 


dians, are not a League and a half diſtant one 


from the other. Some of our Souldiers who 


were moſt ſpent, abodea month in Panico, others 
a fortnight ; and, in a word, as long as they had 
a mind, their Landlords not grudging it in the 
leaſt: On the contrary, they ſhared with them 
What they had ; and all, without exception, ſee- 
med troubled at their departure. The truth is, 
what they gave coſt them bur little, ſince their 
Indiens furniſh them wich more Proviſions than 

_— they 
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and Copqueſt of Florida: 215: 
they can well ſpend ; and they, took-extpaoxdis:; 


| nary. pleaſure to. hear the relation. of aur Agven; 


tures. The Governour'gave.of the-Goods in his! 
hands belonging, to. the Emperour. for his duets; 
tothoſe who wouldiaccept of them. They.wete-- 


AN fo ORrey 8 mgn! who had ERNCEvenl ;: a Coat. of 


13h 


Pultet of an +6 gut & be: was, farg to _ ooo: 


and ifone ſeem'd to. have amind.to/a fruit. which 
was.not to be found. but at a.Lea - | wn difiance;: 
immediately he-ran to fetcl/its ” When the!Souls: 
ters came to any, Iydian Town, the Cacique pre: 
ſently commanded an Indian who. carried-in. his; 
hand a Verge or 'Mace, to. ſee! that Proviſions! 
Were furniſhed. They call that Officer, Tapile ;. > 
then Sto ſay, Serjeant. He'teok,care alſo'to;pro-- 
vide us. Judians for caxrying the-ſick , and; our + 
ſmall Baggage... The Viceroy .ſent- a Portiogueſe. 
ro aricet us twenty Leagues from Mexico, with: 
Sugar, iRaſins of the-Sun, Pomgranates,., and: 0s 


* ther refreſhmems for - the ſick-who might! land» 


in.need of them: And he acquainted us that he: 
would cloath all the Souldiers at the Emperours: 
charges. The Citizens of Mexico came to re: 

P 4 ceive 
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ceive us without the City-Gates, and deſired it as | go« 
a great favour of the Souldiers that they would | | the 
lodge with them , and they who prevailed cars 
ried them home to their houſes, where they trea-' go 
ted and cloathed them ſo well, that the Apparel | ter 
of him that was worſt cloathed, was worth thir- | feſs 
ty Crowns at leaſt. The Yiceroy had the fame 
care of thoſe whom he entertained in his Palace, 
where they of the better quality ear at his Table. 
He had another Table far the private Souldiers, 
where all were welcome , but though he had in- Of 
formed himſelf of their ſeveral qualities, that | * 
he 'might ſhew them honour accordingly ,*yet 
ſeeing he denyed not his Table to any of the 
Conquerours whether Gentleman or Peaſant , it 
ſometimes happened, that the Servant fate cheek 
by joule with his Maſter. However, that little 
diſorder proceeded only from his Officers fault, 
of whom ſome though , that knew their duty 
better, informed themſelves of the qualities of | of 
Perſons, and treated them with diſtinQtion. Ina" | pl 
_ word, all ſtrove who ſhould entertain us beſt,and | w 
_ that in fo gentileand obliging a manner,that they | tt 
prayed the Souldiers to make no ceremony to | 0 
take what they offered them., ſaying that they || fe 
themſelves had been in the like ſtraights, that h 
others had aſſiſted them , and in fine, that it was *| H 
the cuſtom of the Countrey. God Almighty re- | a 
ward them for it , and may it pleaſe him to give |. t| 
grace to thole-who have been preſerved: by uy r 
| g00d- . 
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goodneſs in that diſcovery , to ſpendthe reſt of 
their days in his holy ſervice, and that of his in- 
finite mercy he would vouchfafe , to receive into 
glory thoſe who have ended their days in thaten- 
terpriſe , and thoſe who believe in him, and con- 


feſs his holy Faith. 


— 
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CHAP. XEIV. xf 
Of ſome Singularities of Florida, of Fruits, 
_ Foul, and Beaſts, which that Countrey 


|. produces, 


[Rom the Port of the Holy Gheſt , where the 
Spantards landed when they entred into Fle- 


Þ r:da, to the Province of Ocuteit is reckoned about 


four hundred Leagues all in a flatCountrey full 
of Lakes and thick Woods, excepting'in ſome 
places where the ground islight , and produces 
wild Pine-trees; and in all that way, there 1s net- 
ther Mountain nor Hill to be ſeen. The Land of 


| Ocute is fatter and more fertile, the Woods are not 


ſo thick there, and it has Meadows watered with 
little Rivers. It isa hundred and thirty Leagues 


"| from Ocute to Cutifachiqut, of which fourſcore 


are through a detart Countrey , that yields no- 


|. thing but wild Pines ,” and yet has great Rivers 


running through it. But from Catifachiqui to 
= Auala 
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Xw«ala, there is nothing but Mountains , for the [jn 
ſpace of two hundred and fifty Leagues. Theſe, 7, 
two Towns are ſeated in a high Countrey,but,le-;$» 
vel, and cut by Rivulets which have Meadows.on ch, 
the banks. Beyond Xuala are the Provinces, of; #/ 
Chiaha, Coſa, and Taliſe, which are. lovely Plains:I|M 
of a dry ground, that produce Maes'in plenty. | 4; 
From Xwala to Taſcaluca itt may be two hundred-JCr 
and fifty Leagues, and three hundred from 7af- [pj 
caluca to the great Rwer. .That Countrey is low, [ho 
full of Lakes and Swamps, but the foil is of ane} 
ther nature beyond the great River. Tr is pretty” 
high, yer there is champion growndin it, and is fey 
the moſt populous Countrey in all Xorida. On [tai 


+4 + 
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he [In ſfhort-,.: Pacaba. is. Northward from Agzixo, 
le 17a Weſt of Pacaha , and Avtianque to : the 
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South of 7ula, fo as are the Provinces of: Gaa- 
chiya:and: Aycao, The bread they eat all over * 
Florida is made of i Maes , which reſembles great 
Millet., and the fame Maes ſerves tor food in the 
Antilles, and in all the /ndies belonging to the 
Crown of - Caſtile. In Florida thereare allo Nurs, 
Plams, Mulberries , and Grapes ; every. one [a> 


Jbours his field of Maes apart , but all the other 
Fruits are common, becauſe they grow in the 
{hields:3n great plenty , without any neceſſity; of 


cultivating or watering the Trees. The Moun- 
tains yield Cheſtnuts,which-are ſmaller than.thoſe 
of Spain. From the great River Weliwafdsthe 
Nuts, differ from thote :of - the. other Provinces, 
for they are ſoft and:ſhaped like an Akorn , -and 
from the fame River to the Portiof the Zoly Ghof, 


Jthey are harder and:the Trees as'welk as-Fruibre+ 


ſemble thoſe of Spain.”--All over Florida there'ts 
a Fruit which grows upon a kind'of Plant. like:t6 
a Lilly[which the /zdians ſow.. [That Fruibreſems 
bles a bon Chreteen Pear'\of' ani.excellent rehiſh: 
There is alſo another: Herb which bears itsFrur 


near the ground asthe: Apple! of :Love, and.1sVe+ 


ry. good. The Plumsare of twotoloirs, the-one 
red, and the other a dark gray-of the bigneſs and 
ſhape of Walnuts. They have three or four 
ſtones,and of theſe laſt excellent Prunes are made, 
which in goodneſs ſurpaſs :thale of Spaiy. _ 
10e$ 
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Vines want onely care anddrefling; which may 
be eaſily known , becauſe the Grapes have ver 
great and hard ſtones, nevertheleſs they are very 
good. Ina word all the Fruitsare better and ley: 
hurtful than thoſe of Spain. That Country breed: 

a.great many Bears and Lions,Wolves, Stags, Wild 
cats, Tame cats, and Rabbets. The Poultry arq 
wild there, as big as Peacocks, and very plentiful] 
The Partridges are ſmall like thoſe of Africa | 
and you have alſo Cranes, Geeſe, Turtles, Field- 
fares, Sparrows, and other black birds that are 
bigger than Sparrows, and leſs than Starlings : a 
alio Goſs-hawks, Falcons, Sparrow-hawks,and al 
other Birds of Prey that ate to be found in Spazn| 
The Indians in general are well enough ſhaped 
but thoſe of the Plains are better limbed an 
much nimbler than the Mountaneers, as alſo th 
people that inhabit the heart of the Countrey 
live more- at their eaſe than thoſe of the Coaſt 
For the Land on the Sea-coaſt is karren and poor 
but ſeeing miſery renders them fierce and 'warlike 
they rob and play the Pyrates. From the Por 
of the Zoly Ghoſt to Palache , ' and from Palach 
tothe River of Palms, the way is from Eaſt t 
Weſt, and from the River of Palmsto' New Spai 
from North to South. That Coaſt is.low and ſoft, 
but full af : ſhelves and: banks of ſand. | 
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| Advertiſement. 


He Reader 3s to take notice, That 


: the, two Expeditions of the Empe- 


| rour of Chiha , were fully tranſlated into 


French from the Letters of the famous 
Father Verbieſt, who attended that Empe- 
rour in both theſe Fourneys > and that the 


Narrative of the Spaniards late Deſcent 


on the Iſland of Caliturnia, was hrkewiſe 
tranſlated into French from a Spaniſh Re- 
lation, taken from the Letters of the Admi- 
ral bimſelf, who was the chief Gommander 
in that Enterprize: All which three are 
Dedicated to the French Kiug. 
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A Journey into 


alt - Tartary. 


In the Year 168 2. 


E 


N the beginning of the year 1682, the Ems 
perour of China made a progreſs into Eaf= 
Tartary, when by the death of three Rebel- 
Kings he had quieted a Revolt that had 

broken out in ſome Provinces of the Empire : 
One of theſe. revolted Princes was ſtrangled in 
the Province he had made himſelf Maſter of ; the 
ſecond being brought to Pekin with the Ringlea- 
ders of the FaQtion, was cut in pieces in view of the 
whole Court, the moſt conſiderable Mandarius 
themſelves lending a hand to this fad Execution, 
that upon that Rebel they. might revenge the 
death of their Relations whom he had cruelly put 
to death. 

The third who was the moſt conſiderable, and, 
in a manner, head of the Conſpiracy, by a volun- 
tary death prevented the puniſhment which he 


had deſerved ; and by that means put an end to | 


a War of ſeven years continuance. Peace being 
thus reſtored to the Empire, and all the Provin- 
Ce$ 


4m an AOWW0 


wa. fd 9s - ml Aa. od ih 3... i 


p } 
l * 


A Journey into Eaſt-Tartary. 225 
cts quietly enjoying their ancient liberty , on the 
Twenty third of March the Emiperour ſet out up= 
on his Journey to the Province of Leaotum, the 


' Country of his Anceſtors, with deſign to viſit 
their Sepulchres, and having honoured them with 


the accuſtomed Ceremonies, to continue his pro=- 


| greſs into Eaſt-Tartary. From Pekin to the end 


of the journey, that progreſs was about eleven 
hundred miles in length. 

The Emperour took with him his eldeſt Son, 
a young Prince of ten years of Age, who 1s alrea- 
dy declared Heir of the Empire : The three chief 
Queens accompanied him alſo, every one oftheni 
in a gilt Chariot, as likewiſe the principal Kings 
who corhpoſe that Empire , with all the great 
men of Court, and the moſt conſiderable Manda- 
rius of all the Orders; who having a numerous 
Retinue and ſplendid Equipage,made1n all an At- 
tendance for the Emperour of above threeſcore 
and ten thouſand Souls. | 

It was his pleaſure that T ſhould wait upon 
him in rhis progreſs, and be always by him, that 
I might in his preſence make the neceſſary Obſer- 
vations for knowing the Diſpoſition of the Hea- 
vens, the Elevation of the Pole , the Declination 
of each Country; and for meaſuring with Mathe- 
matical Inſtruments the height of Mountains, 


- and thediſtance of places. He was willing alfo 


to be inſtrufted about the nature of Meteors, and 
many other Natural and Mathergatical matters; 


Q_ wheres 
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wherefore he gave orders to an Officer, that all 
the InſtrumentsI might have occafion for,ſhould 
be carried with us upon horſes, and recommen- 
ded me to the Prince his Uncle, who is alſo his 
Father-in-Law , and the ſecond Perſon of the 
State ; he is called by a Chizeſe Name, which 
ſignifies an Aſſociate in the Empire. He charged 
him to ſupply me with all things neceſlary tor 
the Journey ; which that Prince did with fingu- 
lar goodneſs, making me alwayslodge in his Tent, 
and eat at his Table. 

The Emperour ordered me ten horſes out of his 
own Stables, thar I might change more eaſily 
when occaſion required ; and among(t thoſe 
there were ſome that he himſelt had rid, which is 
a very great diſtintion and honour. On our 
Journey we marched always North-Eaſt. 

The way from Pekiz to the Province of Leao- 
tum, which is about three hundred miles in length, 
1s pretty even and level ; within the Province of 
Leaotum it continues four hundred miles, but 
much more unequal becauſe of Mountains : From 
the Frontiers of that Province to the Town of 
la, or the River which the 7artars call Songoro, 
and the Chineſe Sum-hoa, the way for four hun= 
dred miles more, is very rugged, being intercepted 
in ſome places by very craggy Mountains, and 
in others by Valleys of an extraordinary depth, 
and defart places where one may march two or 
three daysand nothing to be found. The Moun- 

tains 
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A Journey into Eaſt-Tartary. 227 
tains of that Country on the Eaſt-ſide are cover- 
ed with great Oaks, and ancient Forreſts which 


have not been cut for many Ages. 

All the Country beyond the Province of Leao- 
tum 1s very defart, nothing being to be ſeen on 
all hands; but Mountains, Valleys, Dens of Ty-= 


| gers, Bears, and other wild Beaſts : Hardly any 


houſes are tobe found there, but onely ſome ſorry 
thatched Cottages upon the ſides of Rivers and 
Torrents. All the Towns and Villages which I 
faw in Leaotum, and which are pretty numerous, 
are-entirely ruined. There is nothing to be ſeen 
every-where but old demoliſhed houſes, with 
heaps of Brick and Stone : ſome houſes have 
been lately built within the old Precinct of theſe 
Towns , but without any order : ſome are of 
Earth, and others of the rubbiſh of the ancient 


Buildings, moſt covered with ſtraw, and but very 


few with tile. Of a great many Towns and 
Villages that were in being before the War, there 
1s not now the leaſt ſign remaining ; for the 
little King of the Tartars who began it, having 
but a very ſmall Army at firſt, armed the Inha- 
bitants of thoſe places, and then deſtroyed them, 
that his Souldiers might have no hopes left of 
ever returning, again into their Country. | 
The chief City of Leaotum,, which 1s called 
Xin-yam, is a Town handſome enough, and pret- 
ty entire : 'there is ſtul in it the remains of an 
ancient Palace. What I could find after ſeveral 
Q 2 obſer- 
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obſervations, it lies in forty one degrees fifty ſix 
minutes ; that is, two degrees higher than Pe- 
kin, though hitherto neither Europeans nor Chi- 
zeſe have aſſigned it but forty one degrees. There 
is no declination of the Load-ſtone in that Town, 
as I remarked by many reiterated obſervations. 
The Town of Za, which was almoſt the period 
of our Journey, lies in forty four degrees twenty 
minutes. The Compaſs declines there from 
South to Weſt a degree and forty minutes. 

But let us return again to our progreſs. From 
Pekin to that extreamity of the Eaſt, a new way 
was made for the convenience of the Emperours 
travelling on horſeback, .and the Queens in their 
Chariots. The way is about ten foot broad, and 

_ as ſtreight and level as poſlibly it could be made, 
reaching in length above a thouſand miles : On 
each ſide there was raiſed a Bank a foot high, ak. 
ways even, and exactly parallel to each other ; 
and that way was as clean, eſpecially in fair wea-" 
ther, as a Barn-floor, there being men placed all 
along the Rode, who had no other buſineſs but 
to keep it clean. Chriſtians are not ſo careful to 
{weep the ſtreets and publick*places, through 
which the Holy Sacrament is to paſs in Proceſli- 
on, as theſe Infidels are to clean the way by 
which their Kings and Queens are to go, as often 
as they came abroad out of their Palaces. | 

For our return a way was made like the for- 
mer ; Mountains were levelled as much as was. 


poſlible 
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poſſible; Bridges caſt over Torrents, and for orna- 
ment they were hung on each ſide with a kind of 
Mats , painted with divers figures of Animals, 
which wrought the ſame effect as the Tapiſtry 
with which the ſtreets are adorned in time of Pro= 
ceſſions. 

The Emperour hardly ever kept that High- 
way, ſpending his time for moſt part a Hunting: 
And even when he came up with the Queens, 
he kept along the ſide of it onely, leſt the great 
number of horſes that followed him might ſpoil 
it: He marched moſt commonly at the head of 


'that kind of Army ; the Queens followed im- 


mediately after in their Chariots , with their 
Train and Equipagey but at ſome little diſtance 
from him. - Next marched. the Kings, the great 
Men of Court, and the Mandarius, all according 
to their ſeveral Ranks and Qualities. An'infinite 
number ' of Servants- and others on” horſeback 
brought up the Reer. BE | 

Seeing there was no Tawn upon all the Rode 
capable of lodging ſo great a multitude of peo- 
ple, or ſupplying them.with Provifions; and 
that, beſides, a great part of the Journey was to 
be made through uninhabited places, there was 
a neceſſity of having all things for the Journey , 
nay, and three months Proyifions carried along 
with us. ew 

And therefore an infinite number of Waggons, 
Camels, Horſes, and Mules, for carrying the | 
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Baggage, were ſent before by ways made on the 
ſides of the Emperours Rode; beſides, the Em- 
perour, the Kings, and generally all the great 
Men of the Court, had a vaſt number of led-Hor- 
ſes following them, that they might change as oc- 


caſion ſerved ; not to reckon the herds of Oxen, 


flocks of Sheep, and other Cattel that muſt needs 
20 along with us. And though that vaſt num- 
ber of men, horſes, and flocks, kept.a way pretty 
diſtant from the Emperours Rode, yet they raiſed 


ſuch a terrible duſt, that we ſeemed to march in 


a Cloud, and had much ado to diſcern-thoſe that 
were fifteen or twenty ſteps before us. 
Our march was ſo well ordered, that this Army 
encamped every Evening upon the ſide of ſome 
River or Brook : and therefore | the Tents and 
neceſſary Baggage were ſent before early in the 
morning ; and the Quarter - Maſters being firſt 
at the place, marked out the fitteſt ground for 
the Tents of the Emperour, Queens, Kings, great 
Menoof 'the Court, and Mandarius, according to 
their ſeveral Qualities and the Rank'they hold 
in the Chizeſe Militia, which is divided into eight 
Orders,-or-Standards. | 
In three months time we made about a thou- 
ſand miles North-Eaſtward, and as much more on 
our return. : At length we arrived at X#am- hay, 
which is a Fort ſcituated betwixt the Sough-Sea 
and the Mountains: of the North. There it 1s 
chat that famous Wall begins which divides the 
EE - Pro- 
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Province of Leaotum from that of Pekel;, from 
whence it reacheth a vaſt way Northwards over 
the higheſt Mountains. When we eatred that 
Province, the Emperoar,the Kings,and great Men 
of the Court, left the high-way we mentioned, 
and paſs'd along the Mountains of the North, 
which without interruption run North-Eaſt : we 
ſpent ſomedays there a Hunting , which was in 
this manner: , 

The Emperour 'choſe out three thouſand of 
his Life-guard, armed with Arrows and Javelins ; 
Thoſe he diſperſed ſeveral ways, ſo that they took 
upa great compals of ground about the Hills, 
which they environed on all hands: This made 
a kind of circle three thouſand paces'diameter ; 
then drawing nearer and nearer together in a re- 
gular march, without leaving their Rank what 
impediment ſoever they found in their way, (for 
the Emperour had put Captains and ſome Gran- 
dees alſo among them to make them keep their 
order) they brought that great circumference in- 
to a circle of far leſs compalſs, which had about 
three hundred pacesin diameter ; ſo that all the 
Beaſts who were encloſed within the former, were 
caught in thisas ina Toyl ; becauſe all alighting, 
they joyned ſo cloſe together, that they left no 
ſpace for them to get ouzat. Then were they ſo 
hotly purſued within that narrow compals, that 
the poor Creatures, quite ſpent with running, fell 
down at the Huntſmens feer, and were taken up 


Q 4 with- | 
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without any trouble. In this manner I ſaw two 
or three hundred Hairs taken in leſs than a days 
time, beſides a great many Wolves and Foxes. 
I have ſeen the ſame thing ſeveral times in that 
part of Zartary which is beyond the Province of 
Leaotum, where at one time I remember I ſaw a- 
bove a thouſand head of Deer , encloſed within 
ſuch Toils, which came and caſt themſelves into 
the Huntimens hands, finding no way to make 
8heir eſcape. We killed alſo: Bears, wild Boars, 
and above ſixty Tygers ; but for killing of them 
they take another courſe, and make uſe of other 
Weapons. = 
It was the Emperours pleaſure that T ſhould be 
_ preſent at all theſe difterent ways of Hunting ; 
and he recommended it to his Father-in-Law in a 
very obliging manner, that he ſhould have a ſpe- 
cial care of me, and fee that I were not expoſed 
to any danger in the hunting of Tygers and 0- 
ther fierce Beaſts. "Of all the Mandarius I was 
the onely perſon near the Emperour without 
Arms. Though I had been enured to fatigue 
from the time we ſet out upon our progreſs, yet 
] was ſo weary every Evening when Ireturned to 
my Tent , that I had much ado to ſtand upon 
my legs; and many times I would have ſpared 
my ſelf the labour of following the Emperour, if 
my friends had not adviſed me the contrary, and 
if I had not been afraid he would have taken it 
ill, if he had perceived it. | 
| I After 
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After about four hundred: miles of continua 
Hunting in this manner, we arrived at length at 
Xyn-yam, the Capital City of the Province, where 
we ſtaid four days. The Inhabitants of Coree 
came and preſented the Emperour with a Seal or 
Sea=calt which they had taken ; the Emperour 
ſhew'd it me, and asked me it that Fiſh was men- 
tioned in our Books of Europe ; I told him that we 
had a Book in our Library at Pekin whichexplain'd 
the Nature,and had a Cut of it. He ſaid he would 
be glad to fee it ; and immediately diſpatched a 
| Courier toour Fathers at Pekiz, who within a few 
days brought it to me. The Emperour was 
pleaſed to ſee that what was obſerved.concerning 
that Fiſh in the Book, agreed with what he ſaw. 
He ordered it afterwards to be carried to Pekin, 
£0 be carefully preſerved there. 

During our ſtay in that City , the Emperour 
with theQueens went to viſit the Tombs of his 
Anceſtors, which are not far diſtant, from whence 
he ſent them back to Xyn-yam, that he might 
continue his Journey towards Eaſt-Tartary. | 

|  Afﬀeer ſeveral days marching and hunting , he 
came to Kirin, four hundred miles diſtant from 
Xyn-yam : That Town lies along the great 
| River Soxgoro, which has its ſource in Mownt- 
Champe, diſtant from thence four hundred miles 
towards the South. That Mountain, fo famous 
in the Eaſt for having been the ancient Habitati- 
on of our Zartars, is always covered with Snow, 
| from 
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from whence it hath taken its Name ; for Champe 
ſignifies the White Mountain. | 


 S$o ſoon as the Emperour perceived it , he a-|. 


lighted from his horſe,  kneeled down on the 
River-fide, and bowed three times to the ground 
ro-falute it ; then he gave orders that he ſhould 
be carried on a Throne glittering with Gold, and 


in that manner made his entry into the Town. 


All the people flocked out to meet him, ſhewing 

by their tears the joy they had to ſee him: And 
that Prince was extreamly pleaſed with the teſti- 
monies of their Afﬀe&ion ; and as a mark of his 
good-will, he ſhew'd himſelf publickly to all, and 
diſcharged his Guards from hindring the people 
to come near him, as they do at Pekzy. 

In this Town they build Barks of a ſingular 
ſhape, and the Inhabitants have a great many al- 
ways in a readineſs, to beat oft the Muſcovztes, 
who come often upon that River to contend with 
them. about the Pearl-fiſhing. The Emperour 


reſted two days there, and then went down the { 


River with ſome Lords, accompanied with above 
an hundred Boats, as far as the Town of Za, 
which is the faireſt of all the Country, and was 
heretofore the Seat of the Empire of the 7ar- 
Zars. 

A little below that Town, which is above thir» 
ty miles from X7rin, the River 1s full of a certain 
kind of Fiſh which looks much like the Plaice of 
Europe ; and it was chiefly to divert himſelf at 


Fiſhing / 
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| Fiſhing that the Emperour went to 2/2; but the 


Rains falling all of a ſudden, ſo ſwelled the River, 
that: all the Nets were broken and carried away 
by. the floud : Nevertheleſs, the Emperour tarri- 
ed-five or {ix days at Za ; but finding thar- the 
Rains continued, he was obliged to come back to 
Kirin, without the pleaſure of Fiſhing. As we 


| were returning up the River, the Bark wherein T 


was with the Emperours Father-in-Law, was ſo 
beaten with the waves, that we were forced: to 
go aſhoar, and to get into a Cart drawn by an 
Ox, which brought us very late to Arn, the 
Rain continuing all the wa 

At night when they were diſcourſing with the 
Emperour about that Adventure, he faid lJaugh- 
ing, The Fiſh have made fools of us. At length, 
after two days ſtay at X7rin, the Rains began to 
abate, and we returned to Leaotum. I cannot 
here expreſs the trouble and fatigues we endured 
throughout this whole Journey, in ways broken 


and made almoſt 1mpaſiable by the Rains : we 


went continually over hills and dales, and-with 
extreara danger croſſed the Brooks and Rivers, 


which were much out by the Torrents that run 
into them from all parts. The Bridges were et- 
ther broken down by the violence of the Cur- 
rents, or covered all over with the overflowing of 
the waters. There were in many places great 
plaſhes of water gathered togerher, and ſuch c cieep 


dirt, that it was hardly poſlible to get out 91. it : 
Tae 
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The Camels, Horſes, and other Beaſts that carri- 
ed the Baggage could not get forward ; they 


ſtuck in the mires, or died of weakneſs upon the| 


Rode : The men fared no better; and all pined 
away for want of victuals and neceſſary refreſh- 
ments for ſo long a Journey. A great many 
horſe-men were forced either to alight and drag 
their horſes on by the bridles, or to ſtop and reſt 
them a little in the open fields. Though the 
Quarter-Maſtersand their Officers ſpared neither 
work-men nor wood, which they cut down eve- 
ry-where, to fill up the broken places of the way 
with faggots ; nevertheleſs, when the Horſes and 


Waggons that ſet out very early in the mornin 
had once paſſed them, it was impoſſible to pals 
after them ; the Emperour himſelf, his Son, and 
all the Lords of the Court, were oftner than 
once torced to croſs over mires and fens on foot, 
fearing they might be expoſed to greater darfger, 
if they attempted to paſs them on horſeback. 
When we met with Bridges , or any narrow 
paſſes, all the Army made a halt ; and fo ſoon as 
the Emperour with ſome of the moſt confiderable 
was over, the reſt came crowding on ; and every 
one ſtriving to be firſt, ſeveral tumbled into the 
water ; others going about by more dangerous 
ways, fell into bogs and quagmires , where they 
ftuck. In fine, they ſuffered ſo much in all the 
ways of Eaſt-Tartary, that old Officers who for a- 
bove thirty-years had followed the Court , _ 
tyat 
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that theythad never endured ſo much hardſhip 
in any Expedition. 

On theſe occaſions the Emperonr oftner than 
once gave me proofs of a very ſingular good- 
will. 
\. The firſt day we ſet out upon our return, we 
were towards evening ſtopt by fo large and rapid 
a Torrent , that it was impoſlible to foard it o- 
ver. | 

The Emperour finding there by chance a little 
Boat, which could not hold above four, went over 
firft with his Son, and ſome of the chief Kings fol- 
lowed next ; all the other Princes, Lords, and 


* 


Mandarius, with the reft of the Army , waited 
impatiently in the mean time on the bank for the 
return of the Boat, that they might get 'over as 
ſoon as they could to the other ſide of the water, 
becauſe night was drawing on, and the Tents 
were already over long before. . But the Em+ 
perour coming back to us in juſt ſuch another 
little Boat as the other, asked aloud where I was, 
and his Father-in-Law , having preſented me to 
him : Let him come in, ſaid the Emperour, and 
o over with us. So that we onely paſſed over 
with the Emperour ; and all the reſt continued 
on the other ſide, where it behoved them to ſpend 
the night in the open Air. The ſame thing hap- 
ned next day, and almoſt in the fame manner : 
The Empyerour about noon came to a River«as 
bigh and rapid as the former ; he ordered the 
: Tents 
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Tents'and Baggage to be carried over in Boats| 


which took up the time till night, and made me 
aloge to paſs over with him and a few of his Re- 
tinue, leaving all the great Lords on the other 
ſide, who were obliged to ſpend the night there. 
The Emperours own Father-in-Law having ask- 
ed him if he ſhould not paſs over with me, fee- 
ing Tl lodged in his Tent, and eatat his Table ; he 
made him anſwer, that he ſhould ſtay, and that he 
himſelf would take care that I ſhould have what 
was fitting. | 
| When we were over, the Emperour fate down 
by the water-fide , and made me fit down by 
him, with the two Sons of two little Weſtern 
Kings, and the chicf Co/aos of Zartary, whom he 
honoured on all occafions. 

The night being clear, and the sky very ſerene, 
he would have me name to him both in the Chz- 
neſe arid European Language , all the Conſtella- 
tions rhat at that time appeared above the Ho- 
rizon ; and he himſelt named firſt all thoſe which 
he knew already ; then untfoulding a little Map 
of the Heavens, which ſome years before I had 
preſented him with, he fell a ſearching for the 
hour of the night by the Star of the Meridzan ; 
delighting to ſhew to all the skill he had in thoſe 
Sciences. All theſe and the like favours which 
he ſhew'd me often enough, inſomuch as to ſend 


me diſhes of meat from his own Table, were fo 


publick and cxtraordinary , that the Emperour's. 
two 


4 
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[two Uncles, who bore the Title of Aſſociates in 


the Empire, ſaid upon their return to Pekin, that 


[when the Emperour was out of humour, or ap- 


peared melancholick, he reſumed his uſual cheer= 


[fulneſs ſo ſoon as he ſaw me. 


I arrived in good health at Pekix the Ninth of 
Fane very late, though many were left ſick upon 
the Rede, or came back from the Journey woun-: 
ded and maimed. | 

I fay nothing of what we have done for Religi- 
on in this Journey ; I reſerve the particulars of 


| that for a Relation apart, wherein it will be ſeen 


that by the Grace of our Lord, our favour at the 
Court of Ch:na produces conſiderable fruit to the 
Church, and deprives not the Emiſlaries of their 
Croſſes. 

I will ſubjoyn here the Zartarean Names, and 
the diſtance of the ſeveral places, through which 
we paſled in Eaſt-Tartary, from the Capital City 
| of the Province of Leaotum to Kirin, in order, ac- 
cording to the days we ſpent in that march : This 
may be reduced intoa Typographical Map, and 
inſerted in the Map of the Province of Leaotum, 
which is to be found in the Azlas of Father Mar- 
tin Marini, changing therein onely the Latitudes, 
according to the Elevations of the Pole, which we 
have taken notice of before. Pll add one«thing 
more which I learned from the very Inhabitants 
of la; to wit, that Nincrita, which is a place of 


| conſiderable note 1n thoſe Quarters, is diſtant 


from 
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from ©la 700 Chineſe furlongs, each containing 
350 Geometrical paces; and that embarking ar 
Nixcrita upon the great River Zelum, into which 
the Songoro and ſome other more conſiderable 
Rivers than it, diſcharges themſelves, following 
the Current of the water, and going North-Eaſt, 
or alittle more rowards the North, in forty days 
time one will arrive at the Eaſt-Sea, which is, as 
I conceive, the Streights of 4xian. This I had 
from the Generals own mouth, who is at Xirin, 
and who hath made the Voyage himſelf. 
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The diſtances of the places through which we paſſed 
in Eaſt-Lartary. 


Tis firſt Jay we parted from FSR the 
chief Town of the Province of Leaotum, 
and arrived at Seao-lyfto, for ſo that place is cal- 
I&d in the'Chineſe Language, 95 Chineſe furlongs: 
The Hs day we arrived at Chacay Angha, 
85 furlongs. . . 
The third day at anc River of the ſame 
name, 50 furloogs. © 
The fourth at Kiaghuchen, 50 furlongs. 
The Fifth at Feyteri, 89 furlongs. 
"* The ſixth at the Brook of Seipery, 60 furlongs, 


Py The ſeventh atthe Brook of Ciam, 60 furlongs. 


The gighth ar Courou, 50 furlongs, > 

The" Sith at the Village” of Sape, 4o furlongs. 

The tenth atQuarany: Pyra, 40 furlongs. 

The eleventh at E/ren Eme ambayaga , JO urs 
longs. 

The tivelfth at.7 patan, 58 furlongs.. GE 

The thirteenth ar Suayen” ny Pyra, 69 fronts. 

_ tourteefith at.7 /men, 79 furlongs. 

LILY fifteenth at Seuten, 70 furlongs. 
1xteenth at the City of Xiriv,'z0 fuxfongs 

p + Ty] way makes.in all z028 Chineſe farlongs, 
which are'369 miiles,allowing 1000 Geometrical 
paces to the mile. | have already told-you that a 
Cbineſe furlon g conſiſts of 3 60 Geometrical paces. 
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A Journey of the 
Fmmperour of C HIN A 


| INTO £1 
W EST:- TARTARY 
* - In the Year 168 3- 


$ His year the Emperour. of China, being 
W _in the Thirteenth year of his Reign, 


"made a Joutney into Weſt-Tartary, with 
, the Queen his Grand-mother, who goes 
by the name of the Queen-Mother. He ſet. out 
the Sixth of Faly, accompanied with above three- 
ſcore thouſand men, and a hundred thouſand 
horſe. He would needs have me go along with 
him, and one of the two Fathers who are at the 
Court of Petiy, of whom he left the choice to 
me: I pitched upon, Father Philip Grimaldi, be- 
cauſe.he is 'beſt known, and pertetly well skill'd 
inthe Matheraaticks. 

The Emperotir undertook that progrels for ſe- 
veral reaſons : the firſt was to keep his Forces in 
continual Exerciſe, as well in time of Peace as 
'War ; and therefore having ſetled a firm Peace in 
all the parrs of that vaſt Empire, he recalled out 
of the ſeveral Provinces his beſt Troops hither ; 
and harh fefolved in Council, every three years to 
| make 
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make Expeditions of this' nature in ſeveral ſeas 
fons ; to teach them by purſuing Stags,wild Boars, 
Bears, and Tygers, to overcome the Enemies of 
the'Empire, or at leaſt to hinder that the Luxury 
of China , and too much repoſe, . may not foften 
their Courage, and make them degenerate from 
their Primitive Valour. | 

The truth is, theſe ways of Hunting look liker 
a Military Expedition than a Paſtime ; for as I 


| have already obſerved, the Emperour had in his 


Retinue an hundred thouſand horfe, and above 
threeſcore thouſand men, all armed with Arrows 
and Cymiters, divided into Companies, and-mar- 
ching after their Colours in order of Battel, with 
beat 'of Drums and ſound of Trumpets. Whiltft 
they hunted they inveſted whole Mountains and 


Forreſts, as if they had been Towns they were as 
bout to beſiege, in that imitating the huntihgs of 
the Eaſtern Tartarians, which I mentionedin'my 
lſt Letter. That Army had its Van, its-Reer, 


ard Main Body, its Right and Left Wings Com- 
manded by ſo many General Officers and little 


Kings. There was a neceflity during the fpace 


of above threefcore and ten days they were upon 


the march; that Proviſions and Ammunitior 
ſhould be carried about for them in Waggons,up- 
on Camels, Horſes, and Mules, in very roagh 


and difficult ways ; for inall Weſ#-Tartary (Teall 
it Weſtern, not with reference to China,which hes 


"Weſtward of it) but with relation to Eaft-Tartss 


R 2 ry) 


—— — 
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ry) there is nothing to be found but Rocks and 
Mountains, Hills and Dales. There are neither 
Towns nor Villages, nor indeed any houſes there ; 
the Inhabitants lodge in'Tents pitched here and 
there in the fields. They are for moſt 'part 
Herdſmen, and remove their Tents frum one 
Valley to another, according as the Paſtures are 
| better or worſe; there-they feed Cattel, Horſe, 
and Camels: They have no breed of Hogs, nor 
of any of thoſe other Creatures which in- other 
places are bred in Towns and . Villages, as Pullets 
and Geeſe ; but onely of fuch as an uncultivated 
Land can feed with the Herbs that grow natural- 
ly of themſelves. They ſpend their time either 
in Hunting, or elſe' in doing nothing at all ; and 
as they neither ſow.nor labour the Land, ſo they 
have no crop, but live on Milk, Cheeſe, and Fleſh, 
and have a kind of Liquor not unlike to our 
Brandy, wherein they carrouze, and make them- 
ſelves often drunk. In a word , from mornin 
till night all their care is to cat and drink, like the 
Beaſts and Herds they keep. 

They have nevertheleſs their Prieſts, whom 
they call Lamas, for. whom they have a ſingu- 
lar veneration ; wherein they difter from the 
Eaſt-Tartars, who for moſt part have no Religi- 
on, nor believe at all in any God... In ſhort, both 
the one and the others are ſlaves, and in all things 
depend on the wills of their Maſters, whoſe Reli- 
gion and Manners they blindly embrace and fol- 
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Jow ; like to their Beaſts in that too, which go 


hither men lead or drive them , and not where 


they ought to go. 


This part of 7artary lies beyond that prodi= 
gious Wall of China , about a thouſand Chineſe 


turlongs; that's to fay, above three hundred Eu- 
ropean miles, and bears from North-Eaſt to 
North. 'The Emperour marched on horſeback 


at the head of his Army over theſe deſart places, 


'over craggy Mountains diftant from the high- 


way, all day long expoſed to the heat of the Sun, 
the Rains, andall the inconveniences of the wea- 
ther. Many who have been in the late Wars af- 
ſured me , that they had not ſuffered fo much 
during that time, as during this match of Hun- 


ting ; ſo that the Emperour, whoſe chief end was 


to keep his Troops in Exerciſe, has compleatly 

rformed what he intended. 
 Theſecond reaſon hehad for making that Pro- 
greſs, was, that he might keep the Weſtern Tar- 
zars in awe, and prevent the pernicious deſigns 
which they. might hatch againſt the State, 

And that made him enter their Country with 
ſogreat an Army , *and fo great Preparatives of 
War, takinga Train of Artillery along with him, 
which he ordered now and then to be diſchar ged 
in the Valleys , that by the noiſe and fire . 
broke out of the mouths of the Dragons with 
which they ace adorned, he might ſpread terrour 
far and! near upon the. Rode. 

R 3 / Beſides 
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Beſides all this Retinue, he would alſo be at- 
tended by all the marks of Grandeur which en- 
viron him at the Court of Pekin ; by that multi- 
tude of Drums, Trumpets, Timbrels, and other 
Inſtruments of Muſick , which play in Conſort 


whilſt he isat Table, and with the noiſe whereof | 


 heentersandcomes out of his Palace : All this he 
did to terrifie thoſe barbarous people by that ex- 

ternal pomp , and to imprint in them that fear 

oy reverence which is due to the Imperial Maje- 
y. 

For the Empire of -Chiza never had at any 

time more dreadful Enemies, than the Weſtern 

Tartars, who beginning on the Eaſt of Chixa, ſur- 


round it with vaſt numbers of people, and block 


it up to the North and Weſt. Andit was againſt 
their Incurſions that a Chineſe Emperour built 
that great Wall, which divides China from their 
Country. T have croſled it four times, and nar- 
rowly conſidered it ; and without exaggeration 
T may fay, that the ſeven wonders of the World 
put together, are not comparable to this work ; 
and all that Fame hath publiſhed' concerning it a- 
mong the Europeans, comeStfar ſhort of what I 
my ſelf have ſeen. 

_ T admired it particularly for two things ; firſt, 
That in that long extent from Faſt to Weſt, it 
runs along not onely vaſt Fields, but alſo over 
moſt high Mountains , upon which it riſes gra- 
dually, and is fortified by intervals-with great 

EB Towers; 
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Towers, that are not diſtant from one another a» 
bove two Croſs-bow-fhot. Upon our return 1 
had the curioſity to meaſure the height of it in 
one place by means of an Inſtrument, and found 
it in that part to be a thouſand and thirty ſeven 
Geometrical foot above the Horizon ; fo that it 
15 not to be conceived how ſuch a prodigious Buk 
wark could be raiſed to that height in a dry Coun- 
try and full of Mountains, where they were obli- 
ged with incredible labour to bring from a far the 
water, bricks, mortar, and all the neceſſary ma=- 
terials for the raiſing of lo great a work. 

The other thing that ſurprized me was, that 
this Wall is not carried on upon the fame line, 

but turns and winds in ſeveral places according to 
the diſpoſition of the Mountains; in ſuch a man- 
ner, that inſtead of one Wall, it may be faid there 
are three, which encompaſs all thar great part of 
China. 

But after all, the Monarch who in our days 
hath united the Chineſe and Tartars under one 
Dominion, hath done ſomewhat more for the ſe- 
curity of China, than that Chineſe Emperour who 
built that long wall ; for having reduced the 
Weaſtern Tartars, partly by cunning, and partly 


| by force, he hath obliged them to go and live 


three hundred miles beyond the Wall of China : 
And at that diſtance he hath diſtributed amongſt 
them Lands and Paſturage, giving at the ſame 
time their Country to other Tartars his Subjedts, 
'R4 who 


248 A Journey into Weſt-Tartary. 

who at preſent inhabit it. Nevertheleſs, the 
Weſtern Tartars are {0 powerful, that if they A- 
greed among theimſelves, they might ſtill render 
themſelves Maſters of all China, and Eaſt-Fartary, 


as it is confeſſed by the Eaſtern Zartars them- 


ſelves. | 

I faid that the Tartarian Monarch who cons 
_—_ China, uſed Artifice for ſubduing the Wes- 
ftern Tartars ; for it was one of his chief cares by 
Royal Bounty and demonſtrations of & ſingular 
Afﬀection, to engage the Lamas into his intereſts, 
Theſe having great Credit” and Authority over 
the whole Nation, eaſily perſwaded them to ſub- 
mit to the Government of ſo great a Prince ;. and 
It isin conſideration of that ſervice rendred to the 
State, that the preſent Emperour ſtill Jooks upon 
the Lamas with a favourable eye, that he is li- 
beral unto them, and makes uſe of them to keep 
the 7artars in due obedience ;: though inwardly 
he deſpiſes them, looking upon them as a dull and 
blockiſh ſort of men, who have not the leaſt tin- 
Cture of Arts and Sciences, wherein tnat Prince, 
doubtleſs, ſhews a great deal of Wiſdom and Poli- 
cy indiſguiſing ſo his real thouglits , by thoſe ez- 
ternal marks otefteem and kindneſs, = —-__ 

He hath divided that: vaſt extent of Land into 
forty eight Provinces which are ſubjc& and tribu- 
fary unto him. Hence 1t 15 that the Emperour 
who at preſent Reigns in China, and in both the 
Tartaries , may jaſtly be called the greateſt and 
7 molt 
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moſt powerful Monarch of 4fia, having ſo many 
vaſt Countries under him united and not inter- 
cepted by the Lands of any forreign Prince; and 
he alone being as the Soul, which gives life and 


motion toall the Members of fo great a Body. _ - 


For ſince he hath taken the Government upon 
him, he hath never entruſted thecare of it toany 
of the Colas, or the great men of his Court:: nor 
hath he ever ſuffered any of the Eunuchs of the 
Palace, any of his Pages, or any of thoſe young 
Lords that have been bred with him, to diſpoſe 
of any thing withinhis houſe, or regulate any 
matter by themſelves. "This will appear very 
ſtrange, eſpecially if one conſider how his Predes» 
ceſſours were wont to act on ſuch occaſions. _ 
_ With wonderful equity he puniſhes the great 
as well as the ſmall, he turns them out of their 
Places, and degrades them from their Dignity, al 
ways proportionating the puniſhment to the 
heinouſneſs of their Crime. He himſelf takes 
cognizance of the Afﬀairs that are handled in the 
Royal Council, and in the other Tribunals, requi- 
ring an exact account of the Judgments and Sen- 
tences that have been paſt therein. In a word, he 
diſpoſes of all , 'and orders every thing by him- 
ſelf : And that abſolute Authority which he hath 
thus taken to himſelf, is the cauſe that the grea- 
teſt Lords of the Court, and thoſe of rhe higheſt 
Quality in the Empire , even the Princes. ot the 
B:oud themſelves, never ap?-2r in his pre- 
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ſence, but with profound reſpe&t and.reverence. 

After all, the' Lamas or Tartarian Prieſts, of 
whom we have been ſpeaking, are not onely e- 
ſteemed by the people, but alſo by the Lords and 
Princes 0 cheit Nation, who for politick reaſons 
ſhew them a great deal of friendſhip ; and that 
makes us fear that the Chriſtian Religion will 
not find ſo eafie an entry into Weſt-Tartary. They 
have a great power alſo upon the Mind of the 
Queen-Mother, who is of their Country, and at 
preſent ſeventy years of age. They have often 


told her, that the Se& whereof ſhe makes profeſ- | 


 fion, hath none more declared Enennes than us : 
Andit is a kind of Miracle, or at leaſt a ſpecial 
prote&ion of God, that notwithſtanding this, 


the Emperour who hath a»great deal of reſpe& 


and eſteem for her,hath ſtill heaped honour and fa- 
vours upon us, always conſidering us in another- 
eneſs manner than he does the Lamas. 

© During our progreſs, the Princes and chief Offi- 
cers of the Army , going often to ' make their 
Court to the Queen, and we being adviſed to do 
the like alſo, we thought fit firſt to conſult a 
Courtier that has a great kindneſs for us, and who 
ſpeaks in our favours to the Emperour when we 
have any buſineſs: This Lord going into the 
Princes Tent, told him what paſled ; and imme- 
diately coming out again, faid to us, The Empe- 
rour hath given me to underſtand, that it is not ne- 
ceſſary you ſhould attend the Queen as mn—_ - 
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Which convinced us- that that Princeſs had no 


kindneſs for us. 
The third reaſon that engaged the Emperour 


into this progreſs, was his Health ; for he hath 
tound by a pretty long experience, that when he 
ſtays too long at Pekin, he never fails to fall into 
ſome ſickneſs, which he prevents. by means of 
ſuch progreſles. For all the while they continue, 
he keeps no company with women, and, which 
may ſeem very {trange, there was not a woman 
inall that great Army, except thoſe who atten- 
ded the Queen-Mother ; and that's a new thing 
too that ſhe accompanied the King this year, the 
like being never practiſed betore but once, when 
he took+the three Queens with him to the Capi= 


tal City of the Province of Leaotaum, to viſit the 


Sepulchres of their Anceſtours. 
The Emperour and Queen Mother intended 
alſo by that Journey to avoid the exceſlive heat 
that is at Pekix during the Dog-days ; for in that 
part . of 7Tartary, there blows fo cold a wind 
in the Months of July and Augaſt , eſpecially 
in the night-time, that people are obliged to 
wear thick cloaths and furs. The reaſon that 
may be given for ſo extraordinary a cold, is; 
that that Region lies very high , and is full 
of Mountains : Amongſt others there is one, 
on which for five or {ix days march we were al. 
ways going upwards. The Emperour being de- 
ſirous to know how much it ſurpaſled in height 
the 
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the plains of Pekn, which are about three hun | 


dred miles diſtant from it; having upon our re- 
'turn meaſured above an hundred Mountains that 
are upon the Rode, we found that it was elevated 
three thouſand Geometrical paces above the Sea 
that i is neareſt to Pekzy. 

The Salt-petre wherewith thefe Countries a-- 
bound, may likewiſe contribute to that great cold, 
which is ſo violent, that digging three or four 
foot deep! in the Earth, We found frozen clods and 
heaps of ice. 
 Agreat many little Kings of We/t-Tartary came 
with their Children from all hands, ſome three 
hundred, and ſome five hundred miles to falute 
theEmperour. Theſe Princes who for moſt part 
know no other Language but their ,Mother- 
Tongue, which differs much from what is ſpoken 
in Eaſt-Tartary, with their eyes and geſtures 
ſhew'd us a great deal of civility. - Some amongſt 
them had travelled to Pekin to ſee the Court, and 
had ſeen our Church there. 

Aday or two before we arrived at the Moun- 
tain, which was the period of our Journey, we 
met a little King of great age, who' was coming 
back from the Emperour': perceiving us, ht 
ſtopt with all his Retinue, and made his Interpre- 
ter ask which of us it was that wascalled Nauboait; 
one of our Servants having made a ſign that 1t' was 
I, the Prince accoſted me with much civility, and 
told me that ot. a long time he had known my 

Name, 


— 


| 
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- | Name, and that he deſired to be acquainted with 


me. With the ſame ſigns of affe&tion he ſpake al- 
ſoto Father Grimaldi, The favourable reception 
we had from him at that. time, gives us ſome 
grounds to hope that our Religion may Ge caſte 


acceſs to theſe Princes , eſpecially if their eſteem 


be gained by means of the, Mathematicks. And 
if there be any deſign to propagate the Faith as 
far as their Country , the ſureit way to ſucceed 
for many reaſons that I have yot time to alleadge 
here, would be: to begin firſt with other more 
remote 7artars, who are not Subjects of this Em- 
pire; from thence one might proceed to theſe, 
advancing by little and little towards China. 

_ -*During the whole progreſs, the Emperour con- 
tinued to expreſs his good-will-towards us by the 
ſingular favours he did us in ſight of his Army, 
which he did not to any body elle. 

Meeting us one day in a great Valley , where 
we were taking the height and diſtance of ſome 
Mountains, he ſtopt wirh all the Court, and cal- 
ling to us at a great diſtance, he asked us in the 
Chineſe Language, Hao mo? that's to ſay, Are 
you in health 2 Afterwards he put a great many 
queſtions to us in Zartariſh,concerning the height 
of theſe Mountains, which I anſwered in the ſame 
Language alſo. Then turning to the Lords that 


Were about him, he ſpake'to them of us in moſt 


tobliging terms, as I was told that very evening 
by the Prince hus Uncle, who was then by him. | 
He 


254 A Journey into Weſt-Tartary. 
. He hath beſides expreſſed lis kindneſs to us, 
by cauſing diſhes to be ſent from his Table fo our 
Tent, and ſometimes honouring -us ſo farias to 
make ys eat in his own; with that regard to our 
days olffaſting and abſtinence,. that whenſoever 
he did us that. honour, he ſent us onely ſuch diſhes 
as we could make ule of. 

The Emperours eldeſt Son, after his Fathers 
example, ſhew'd us likewiſe much kindneſs for 
being forced to make a ſtop for-above ten days, 
becauſe of a fail he had from a horſe, whereby- he 
received a hurt in the right ſhoulder, and a part of 
the Army (in whichgwe were) ſtaying for hin, 


whilſt the Emperour with the reſt continued- his | 


Hunting ; he tailed not all that while to ſend us 
once, nay ſometimes twice a day ViQuals from 
his Table. But to conclude , we look upon all 
theſe favours of the Royal Family , as the effects 


of a particular Providence , which watches dver 


us and the Chriſtian Intereſt, and 'for which we 
have ſo much the more'reaſon to thank God, that 
the Emperours affte&ion appears not always ſo 
conſtant towards the great men of the Empire, 
nor even towards the Princes of 'the Bloud. © 
Asto the other particulars of our Journey, they 
are much like to thoſe that hapned laſt year in 
our progreſs to Eaſt-Tartary, which I deſcribed at 
large in my laſt Letter ; that's to ſay , we were 
accommodated with the Emperours Horſes and 


Litters, lodged inthe Tents, and eat at the —_ 
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QonmnrAocooemM 


- 


Py @ 


”""—_ 


Ty Ou nan \Þ {T7 hes "_Y 


WW. OT Ot, "''* Wy in (& 9 oy ©" a Ty 


A Journey into Weſt-Tartary. 255” 


of the Prince his Uncle, to whom he particularly 
recommended us. 

For above ſix hundred miles that we made in 
going and coming (for we returned not the ſame. 
way we went) he cauſed a great way to be made 
over- the Mountains and Valleys forthe conveni- 
ence of the Queen-Mother, who was carried-in a 
Chair ; he cauſed a great many Bridges allo to 
be caſt over Rivers and Torrents, 'Rocks-and 
points of Mountains to be cut through with in- 
credible labour and charge. Father Grimalds,wall 


deſcribe the other circumſtances in his Letter: 


E have ſpoken elſewhere of the fruit rthat-Reli- 
gion may reap from our Journey.' Let it ſuffice 
in this place to ſay, that the Emperour., whoſe 
will and pleaſure we cannot in the leaſt reſiſt, 
without expoſing this miſfion to manifeſt danger, 


' commanded us to follow him ';\Thave neverthe- 


leſs ſpoken twice to that Court-Lord who'is-our 
particular friend , that he might get us excuſed 
from ſuch long Journeys, and eſpecially my. ſelf, 
who am not now of an Age fit for them. I have 
endeavoured to obtain at leaſt that the Emperonr 
would be fatisfied with one of us. © Upon the Rode 
the Letters of our Fathers came always ſafe tomy 
hands, and I had the convenience of writing to 
them by the Couriers that went continually to 
the Royal City, or came from thence. I wrote 
this in haſte, that I may perſiſt in givivg you an 
account of our Occupations, 


An 


Md. th, —_— —_ _ 
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An neceflary Explication for 
_ juſtifying the Geography 
which is fuppoſed in theſe 
LETTERS. 


T may be thought flrange , that the 
| Author of theſe Letters makes mention 
in the firſt of a kind of War betwixt the 
Eqgftern Tartars, and the Muſcovites , 
conſidering the vaſt, diſtance that ſeems. to 
be betwixt theſe people in the Geographical - 
Maps ; but they who know how far the 
 Mulſcovites have enlarged the bounds of 
#heir Empire along the Sea of Tartary, 
will judge the thing to. be leſs difficult : 
Beſides, thoſe who hawe ſeen theſe Conn- 
tries, have made diſcoveries far diffe- 
rent from what our Geographers hate bi- 
therto informed us of. Very lately Mon- 
freur dArcy, who Commands a Kings 

| Ship 
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Ship #t the Mareſhal d'Eſtrees Fhet, told 
215, That ſerving in Poland, and having 
been made Governour of a place towards 
Muſcovie., ſome Muſcovite ' Ambaſſa- 
dours paſſed that way upon their return, 
and that he having. entertained them fo 
as to put them into a good humour, one 
of them ſhew'd him a new Map of the 
Countries that lie betwixt Muſcovie and 
China, and told "him , that from three 
Towns which he ſhewed him, whoſe 
Names were Lopſla, Abafinkog}Nerginſ(- 
co, all three under the Dominion” of the 
great Dukes, though lying in great Tar- 
tary, there was a way to Pekin, ot 
above five and twenty or thirty days- 
Tourney. + That Map muſt needs be kept 
very private in Muſcovie , for next 
day the Muſcovite was mad with him- 


ſelf for having given it him, ſaying, 


that he would pay dear for it if it came 
to be known. The Officer being fince 


come back, into France , hath given a 


Copy 
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R 
- NEW DESCENT 
OF THE 


SPANIARDS 


'On the Iſland of 


 Califurnia. 


In the Year 1683. 


| {HE great Iſland of Califaryia hath ap- 
| peared a Conqueſt worthy the Spaniſh 

Arms, ever fince Mexico was annexed 
to that Crown. Zeal for Religion, and the Sal- . 
vation of the Iſlanders, with the hopes that thoſe 
who have failed upon theſe Coaſts, have always 
given us of fiſhing Pearls therein abundance,have 
made us ſtill defirousto extend the Empire of our 
- Nation unto thoſe vaſt and richCountries. The fa- 
mous Don Fernando Cortez Marqueſs del Valls,was 
the firſt that conceived that deſign, and made the 


Voyage: but the fear of troubles wherewith he 
9 2 was 
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he was threatned in a new-conquered Country,ha- 
ving recalled him to Mexico,ſtifled the hopes that 
al had of the ſucceſs of his valour & good fortune. 
Many great Captains ſince his time have renews 
cd that Enterprize, but it hath always been crof- 
ſed by ſome unexpected accident ; and all that 
hath been got by ſeveral defcents made on that 
Iſland, was onely fome knowledge of the people 
who inhabit it, of Pearls that may be fiſhed, and 
of a kind of Amber that may be found there. 

The glory of ſucceeding; in_that Conqueſt, no 
leſs important for Religion, than advantageous 
for our Commerce, was reſexved for 'our Mo- 
' narch, ft whoſe charge; this | pedighn was 
made, from the firſt "ſucreſs* tof we have 
ground to expect future p- Sotmng The Mar- 
queſs of Laguna, Viceroy and Captain General of 
Mexico, which we call New-Spain, having received 
orders from his Majeſty to {pare- no colt 1n thoſe 
Enterprizes which might give hopes of propaga- 
ting the Faith amongſt barbarous Nations, fitted 
out two men of War, with a-Billander, to ſerve 
them for a Pinnace ; and having manned them 
well, and provided them with all ſorts of Am- 
- mavnition , ſent them upon the Conqueſt under 
7 condudt of Don Tfdore d' Atondo, Admiral of 

ew-Spain, from whole Letters this Relation hath 
ties taken. 

This little Fleet put out from the Port of Cha- 
laca in New Galicia the 18th day of Fanuary, 
1683. | For 
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For the firſt days the wind: was-contrary, {0 
that they were forced to fail upon a wind, and 
by a ſtorm were driven into the Port of Mazaz- 
lan, where the two ſhips entered the Ninth of 
February. March the Eighteenth they arrived 
at the. mouth of the River of Cinaloa , ' where 
there is a pretty commodious Harbour , there 
they refreſhed for ſome time, and then continued 
there courſe along the Coaſt of Cizaloa, to the 
Iles of St. /gnatius, where they ſtood away-be- 
fore the wind, that they might ſail faſter, or ra» 
ther not ſo ſlowly as they had done till then. Their 
courſe was almoſt from Eaſt to Weſt, and the 
weather ſo good, that in one nights failing they 
came in ſight of Cera/bo, and made the Land of 
Califurnia , notwithſtanding the great Currents 
that run in thoſe Streights , and impetuouſly fall 
into the Pacifick. Sea : but the wind changing all 
of a ſudden, they could not come up with it till 
three daysafter. From thence they ſailed North- 
Weſt along the ſhoar ; and having made eight 
Leagues more, they arrived at length at the entry 
of the famous Haven of our Lady of Peace. O- 
pinions differ much about the fcituation of that 
Port : the ordinary Maps place it in 24 degrees ; 
ſome put it in 27, and others betwixt the 2/5 and 
2.6 degree. The.Sea Cart of Capt. Francis de Lure- 
ville,which puts it in the 2.4 degree,in that agrees 
with thoſe of Foxſonzus : bur Father Euſebius Fran- 
cu Kino,a Jeſuite and famous Mathematician, who 

9 Z went 
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went the Voyage , faith that the mouth of that 
Haven lies in 2.4 degrees 45 minutes. This gave 
ſome cauſe todoubt whether or. not that was the 
real Haven of Peace ; and the doubt was' the - 
more confirmed, that the Zrdians whom: they 
found in the Port, underſtood not one word of 
what the Jeſuits who were on board faid to them, 
who ſpake according to a Diftionary of words 
made by the Fathers of their Society when the 
Spaniards made the former Expeditions to the 
Haven of Peace. To which it may be added, 
that. the ancient Relations of theſe Expeditions, 
obſerved that the xdians of that Port, were wont 
to come out upon floats and in Canoes to meet 
the Ships with great demonſtrations of friend- 
ſhip, and at this time no float nor Canve appeared, 
nor indeed for ſome days was there any perſon 
to be ſeen. The Admiral Don {dore 4" 4tonadb, 
who had the ſame doubt, thinks to fatisfie it by 
alleadging that the Zrdzans', called Guaricares , 
who according to the ancient Relations made 
War with thoſe of the Haven of Peace , might 
have driven out the ancient Inhabitants, and 
made themſelves Maſters of the Country, becauſe 
the Land-marks which are given that the Cape of 
St. Luke is on the point of the Ifle of Ceralbo, 
prove that that Port is. the ancient Zaven- of 
Peace: However it be, we ſhall call it by thar 
Name. They entered it the Thirtieth of March, 
having firſt kept the Feſtival of St. Joſeph for 

- | nine 
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nine days... The Bay is very large, and; much: 
like to that of Cadiz. Next day they advanced. 
five or ſix Leagues farther-up, and came.to an 
Anchor : -the Admiral and Captains went aſhoar: 
in two Shalloops, and landed in a very pleaſant 

place, full of Palm-trees, where they found a Foun- 

tain of excellent freſh water. They ſaw no bedy, 
but by the traQts they obſerved, they concluded 

that there were men there : They went no far- 

ther that day, but came back and lay upan the 

ſhoar. | 

Theday following all came aſhoar-, ' and made 
a great Croſs, which they planted upon an Emi- 
nenc?, to take poſſeſſion 'of the Country in the 
Nam? of God, and of the Catholick, King. They 
had a mind. to know whether there' might be 
ſome xdiaxs hid in the thick woods that cover 
the Mountain : for thatend they left ſome things 
fit for cating, as /ndiay Corn, Bisket, 'and other 
things, amongſt which they mingled ſome Beads 
ofa Chaplet, contenting themſelves with that. diſ- 
covery, and fo re-imbarked. 

They landed upon the Third of 4prz/ , and 
found the things they had left untouched in the 
ſame place. The Admiral, accompanied with a 
Captain and ſome Souldiers , went up to a little 
hill, from which he could diſcover nothing but a 
great Lake , and'ſo returned to the: Ship. On 
Sunday after Maſs, they ſent out upon diſcovery 
a Shalloop into a narrow: paſlage'thar reaches a- 

Sy 4 bove 
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bove three Leagues : Father X; no writes, that the 
farther end of that ſtreight lies in'2.4 degrees 190 


minutes. "In the evening they fell a' fiſhing, and: 


took a great many Sea-wolves, Soles, Tiornbacks, 
and ſeveral other fiſh 'of a prodigious bigneſs, 
whereof they made proviſion for three days; 


but amongſt theſe fiſh ſome they knew to be poy- 


ſonous. On Munday they came-aſhoar again in 
the ſame place where they landed at firſt > they 
began to build a little Fort with a Church which 
they Dedicated to Our Lady of Guadalupa, becauſe 
under her Auſpices they had undertaken the Con- 
queſt of that Country. That precaution was 


not uſeleſs ; for the Admiral and ſome Captains 


advancing up to a height, diſcovered great ſmoak, 
which is the ſignal given by the Califurnians to 
aſſemble when they go'out to War. | The Admi- 
ralthought fit to fortifie himſelf, which was done 
with trunks of Palm-trees, amongſt which inſtead 
of faggots, we mingled the bundles and knap- 
facks of the Souldiers, that if it was needful rhey 


might fire their Artillery , and cover themſelves 


from the Arrows and Darts 'of the Indians. They 
planted three pieces of Cannon upon the Fort, 
which was made in form of a half-moon ; and ha- 
ving taken theſe neceſſary cautions , they ſpent 
the night in great ſecurity. The Souldiers go- 
ing out next day to clear a little hill, and to cut 
Timber for the'Fortifications ,* heard all of a ſud- 
den the terrible cries” of the Indians, who were 


(ane "_ 
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coming ſtreight to the place where the Spaniards 


were. © The Allarm was ſounded, and every one 
retreated in to the Foot. Hardly were they got 


| into a poſture of defence, when there appeared 
thirty five Indians well ſhaped, and armed with 


Bows, Arrows, and Darts ; they drew up into a 
half-moon, and began to make ſ1gns that the Spa- 
niards ſhould be gone and. leave their Country. 


| The Admiral and Captains made figns to them 


again, that they deſired nothing but peace, and 


' that they were come to make Alliance with 


them. They made a ſign to them to lay-down 
their Arms, and that they would do the like qlfo; 
but the Zrdians would not. 


In the mean time, Father Mathias Gogni, and 


Father Euſebius Francs Kino, Miſſionaries of the 


Society of Jeſus, who embarked in that Fleet to 
endeavour the Converſion of thoſe people, advan- 
ced towards them in a fearleſs manner, and offer- 
ed them Bisket, Z»d;an Corn, Beads of Jet, and 
many trifles which theſe Barbarians look upon as 
very precious things. At firſt they would not 
receive them from their hands, bur made them a 
ſign to lay them down upon the ground , and 
that they would take them. The Jeſuits did ſo'; 
they took what was preſented them, and havin 

eaten with great demonſtrations of joy, they laid 
down their Arms, came to the Fathers, and took 
from their hands, and thehands of the other Spa- 
niards,all they pleaſed to give them. They ſeem- 


ed 


— O— 


&d tobe very hungry, and rubbed their belly and | , 
ſtomach very faſt with their hand , to ſhew. the | 
need they had of food. Not that they wanted | © 
viuals, for they had Veniſion with which they | 
entertained the Spaniards , and ſome pieces of a | 
kind.of Roaſt-meat which they alſo eat in New- 
Spain : But by what could be conjeQured, having 
that day made a long march, it was probable 
they were willing to reſerve their Proviſions for 
their return , or to eat them by the Fountain 
which was ſeized by the Spaniards. It was ob- 
ſerved, that the Barbarians having eaten a little 
of what was given them , carried the reſt up 
to the Mountain, and then came back again, 
ſhewing by their geſtures that it would be a great 
kindnels. to give them ſome more. May be their 
wives and children were in the Neighbouring 
woods, and that they went to ſhare what they 
got with them. That day they retired not till 
towards night ; and though the Spaniards were |.. 
extreamly well ſatisfied with what had paſt, yet 
they thought they could not uſe too great circum- 
ſpection in ſight of a people whoſe humour and 
fidelity werenot as yet ſufficiently known. The 
days following were imployed in cutting of 
Palm-trees and other great Timber for fortifying | 
the half-moon. Thurſday the Eighth of Aprit | 
the Spaniards made a great fiſhing ; and becauſe 
the Zrdians appeared not that day, they ſuſpeC- 
ed they might have ſome bad deſign, and that 
they 


—_ | 
| hh 
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, | they gathered together Forces to come and attack 
J | them : But next day appeared fourſcore:and'ten 
© | Zudljans:far diflerent from the former, who gave 
& | the Spaniards all the teſtimonies of friendſhip thar 
- could be deſired : theſe ſhew'd them a Crucifix 
\> | andthe Image of our Lady of Guadalupa ; bur it 
b was plain' enough by the ſurprize they teemed to 
bein at the fight of theſe things, that they had 
never ſeen the like before. At might they went 
to lie upon the Mountain, and returned” next 
| day, ſhewing a great deal of familiarity and tree- 

| dom ; for they mingled with the Spanzards withe ' 
out any fear, and indeed with a little roo much 
liberty, ſtealing ſome ſmall trifles with wonder- 
ful dexterity and ſlight. - The Admiral percei- 
ving that diſorder , thought fit to remedy it by 
| inſpiring into them fear and refpect. And this 
is the courſe he took: He cauſed a very thick 
| earthen Buckler to be faſtned to the bones of a 
Whale that were found there by chance ; and 
then madea ſign to the Barbarians to ſhoot their 
Arrows againſt that Buckler. Some of the ſtron- 
geſt did fo with great dexterity, but the Arrows 
broke, and ſcarcely grazed the hair of it , which 
| ſurprized them ; for their Arrows are fo ſharp 
' and piercing, that they ſhoot all ſorts of Beaſts 
\ through and through. The Armiral asked them 
by ſign , if they had a mind to ſee the force of 
\ the Spaniſh Arms, becauſe they imagined, as they 
confeſſed afterwards, that the Harquebuſe = 4 
| | ind 
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kind of Bow, and the:ſcowring-ſtick the Arrow ;. _ 
_ andthat they might know what the force of fire- 7 
Arms was,he ordered Lieutenant Don Martin Yee hey. 
raſtigui to ſhoot at the Buckler : the Lieutenant |... 
ſtanding ſix-paces farther oft of the Buckler than | ,, 
they did, diſcharged his Harquebuſe, and pierced | q.,. 
through not onely the leather of the Buckler, but 
alſo the bone of the Whale to which it was faſtned. us: 
The Barbarians in amazement drew nigh to ſee | - 

the ſhot, and asked a Buller, in hopes they might 


| en 


do as much : They had a Bullet given them, which pe 
they put to the end of a Dart, and then blew with | ni 


all their force, thinking that theblowing was the |* 
cauſe of the report which they had heard ; but fo | ;- 
ſoon as they let the Bullet go, it fell at their feet. 
This experiment frightned them, and made that | 1, 
they durſt not ſteal any thing more ; nay, if they 
| chanced to take any thing, they gave it back " 
ſo ſoon as they were bid. The Spaniards | þ, 
asked by ſign if there was any River in the | 
Country ; and this one of them did to make his - |. 
Anſwer be underſtood: He took a Dart,and poin- | 
ting it Weſtward, began to goat a trot, and ha- 
ving madea turn anda half round the Camp, he 
turned the point of his Dart towards the Sun, 
thereby ſignifying that there was a River diſtant | 
as much way as by going at that rate one might ' 
accompliſh in the ſpace that the Sun takes to |. 
makea turn and a haltround the World ; which \ 
was as much as if he had faid that there was a 
River | 
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- \River Weſtward a day and a halfs Journey fron 
'3 \the Canip. They gave then a handful of Salt,ask+ 
© ing if they had any of it; they put ſome of it in- 
to their mouths, and made a f1gn by turning the 
"head, that they 'had not. When they had done 
fo, they put their hands upon their cheeks, and 
d ſhutting their eyes, took leave of the company, 
intimating by that geſture, that they were going 

. mu ſleep. 
© | The Jeſuits who made the Voyage for no other 
% end*but to endeavour the: Converſion of thoſe 
| people, applied themſelves preſently to the lear= 

© 


ning of their Language: ' They moſt exaftly re- 
marked all the words which they underſtood, and 
immediately wrote them down that they might 
learn them * and Father Xi#o, who begins to un» 
derſtand tat Tongue,affirms that it is very clear, 
and conta%s all the Letters of the Alphabet. The 
-people andocile, affable, and of a very chearful 
- hamour ; they pronounce Spaniſh very diſtinCt- 
- | Iy, and from the very firſt.their Children came 
|. and-play'd with the Children of the Spaniards, as 
familiarly as if they had been bred together. 
There ſcarcely paſt a day but ſome new xd;- 
_ ans came to the Camp, The Spaniards having ' 
kept Zoly-Thurſday with a great deal of Devott- 
"on, in the Church which they had made of the 
"trunks of Trees, forty Ind;axs diflerent from thoſe 
- whom they had ſeen before, came to them : They 
made friendſhip with them, and gave them ſome 


trifles 


INES —— —— Ao 6... 
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rifles in; recompence for ſome loads 'of Timber 
that they were defired to carry, They wereds' 
well fatisfied with theſe Preſents;,. that they: al 

_ came back-next-day with their loads of woad.y 
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\ 


1 


on their back, thiaking thereby 'to pleaſe the' : Spd; k 


wards... 
They. area very. teachable people, take inſtra- 
Aion quickly, pray with the Fathers, make the 
ſign of the Croſs, and clearly and diſtin&ly repeat 
the Prayers whuetythey 'are taught: to fay;;' for 


thoygh they underſtand them Qaok,: Yer. the- Name | | 


—_—_—_ Aww Ot — ” %Y Cm I 


of GOD; which is contained initheſe Prayers,1s) 


capable of ſoftningitheir hearts; and producing! 
great. effeas in their Souls. -. -,, 

Thenngenious way of expreſſing any thing, by 
geltares.! thews very well that they want not. wit. | 
An'old;man who {had had five Children, took; this| 
courſe 40:make the Spaniards underſtand that he 


had buried one of them : he dug a hole, took a|. | 
piece of woodand covered it therein with earth ;#+] 


endeayouring by -that repreſentation to comfort 


hinfelf.for the loſs he had fufftered. In this-mans- |; 


ner theſe. good peopleiconverſe with the Spane- 
ards ,. wg form them: of many things , which 
would be.too long to be related here. It is not | 
.as:yet known if they have any Cotrages: The 


Admiral. having” commanded - a. Corporal and |j 
ſome, Souldiers to march up as far.as they could | 


inthe-Country , to diſcover if there were any ; | 
and they having marched about three Lcagues,! 


In" 


— 


| 
|. 
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ber went up.to avery. high place, from whence they: 
6: 9. | perceived a great Lake, lovely:Plains, and thick 
{monk at/p, vaſt: diſtance ; ; bur faw- neither men 
-nor houſes: 

/ : The Air of this INand i is very good and pleaſant ; A 
tf : ir finely great Mountains coverediwith wood;. fall 
rl! of Wik-fowl, Rabbets,and Deer,.iThe Soil ſcents 
the to-beryery fit for. alldorts: of Grain-z there 1s ak 
eat! roady. dome. [ndian:Cornlow'd,:Melons, and: 0s 
for | ther Seeds which the Spaniards carried with im 
The, Meadows:and lovely Paſtureground.) Which 
8) they have found-there, makethem believe it will 
DE} breedall ſarts of Beaſts : and 'therefore the Ad- 
'! | mit ſent: off theibeft- Ship-to;4mport lome-for 
by breeding ; they have advice thar-ſhe-was arrived 

. | at Zagat, wherethey had taken on board all glat 
is| | the Admiral demanded. 
he}... Some Souldiers walking alroad at a pretty 
bans | good: diftance fromthe Camp, found- a Cave, 
; | wherein was a great quantity of dead mens bones, 
IC!) which made them conjecture they bury their 
n- | dead there. They found alſo the marks of fome 
w- | Veſleis, which is probable were the remains of the 
ch | ſhipwrack that Captain Ortega made in thar Port, 


_ 
Ws» 
* 


Ot! ! in the year 1633, or 1634. They found Mine- 
C|{ ral ſtones there alſo; and Mother ot Pearl, which 
" J* that great Gulf is fu FN of, if the ancient Relations 


may be believed ; but what wonders ſoever they 
report as to hat, there have been none found as 
yet, and the /zdiays themſelves know of no ſuch 


thing 


- M WE Eh care none to be found but: in! 
HES, WINE! hr Every numerous in the middle 1 


ou ew in the Gas Cave. to bots! of 17 Y 
prodigious a biefieſs, that' one ey 
| tine was 1 wi ells oo The Romo | 
Don Tfdore d' Atondo immpatiently expetts the hor-. 
&s that are ro'be brought"to: him from Faqui, * | 
that he may advance farther up'into the Connery *+ 
and goto the other fide of the Haven ,-and to 
St." Mary Maydalene's Bay 4 which is twenty S 
eagues from the Haven of Peace.” 1 
-- The tength''of rhis Iſland Notth - Eaſt pd. 
South-Weſt fromthe Cape Sr. Lake to Cape Men- 
dozino, 'is 1700 Leagues; its breadth Eaſt and. l 
- North-Weſt from Sir Frantis: Drake's Port'," to' : 
Cape Mendozino, is 500 Leagues, according'to 
the ancient Relations. However , when the; 
Country is wholly diſcovered, a more certain VINY 
- count may be given of it. f 
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